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There appeared to him an angel ...
Zechariah was troubled when he saw him
Luke 1:11-12
Did your family have a Nativity scene in the front yard, under your
tree, or on a table? My family always had a beautiful angel atop
the Christmas tree. I remember staring at the angel wondering
what it might be like to see one of these beautiful creatures faceto-face.
In the Christmas account, the Gospel writers record for us at least
three encounters with these heavenly messengers from above.
Zechariah the priest is in the temple. He’s laying the incense on
the altar. Suddenly, through the clouds of smoke, an angel of the
Lord appears. But for Zechariah it isn’t the wonderful, thrilling scene I imagined — not at all. The aged priest is struck with terror,
shaken to the core.
As the Christmas story unfolds, we’ll see angels appear to Mary
and to the shepherds, keeping watch over their flocks by night.
And both have this same reaction: one of being instantly filled
with terror. I would dare to say, that you and I would be too.
No matter how good a person you are, coming face-to-face with
the holiness of an angel shows you your failings, and fills you with
dread and fear. How much more terrifying will it be to look into
God’s face when He comes with His angels in great power and
glory to judge us on the Last Day?
That’s one of the truly wonderful things about Christmas. The
promised Savior did not come as a fearsome, mighty warrior to
strike fear and terror into each of us. Instead, He came as a tiny
Baby lying in a manger. He didn’t come to terrify us; He came to
take away our sin and guilt and assure us of God’s love and forgiveness. May the peace of the Christ-Child of Christmas calm
your heart when gripped with fear.

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the
angel, praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom
his favor rests.”

From the President:
Garry Laaker
Welcome to the December issue of the Peace
Messenger. The celebration of Christ’s birth will
soon be here. We will prepare for the joyous
occasion with several special events at Peace.
The ‘Hanging of the Greens’ will be completed
Nov. 27.
The ladies Christmas brunch will be on
December 3. A signup sheet is available.
Pledge Sunday is December 4. The forms are in
the mailbox or see me.
The Progressive Dinner is scheduled for Dec 10.
Please check with Mary Senger for information.
There is a signup sheet available.
The final voters meeting of the year will be held
on Dec. 11th. We will approve the final budget
for 2017 and select next year’s council.
The Christmas service schedule includes a
children’s’ program on Christmas Eve. See your
bulletin for the schedule of our other Christmas
services and please plan to join us.
Thanks to all of our members for making 2016
another great year at Peace. Thanks for your
continued support and I pray that everyone has
a blessed Christmas and a happy New Year.
As always, please keep Peace and our
members in your prayers.
Peace Lutheran Church
1451 Ebenezer Road
Cincinnati, OH 45233
513-941-5177
www.peacechurchlink.com
Pastor Larry J. Rodencal

Sunday Morning Schedule
Christian Education Hour
9:15 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

The November and yearly financial
reports will be in the bulletin.
Through October, we were approximately $300 behind our expenses.

Invited: ALL women of Peace Lutheran Church
When: Saturday, December 3rd
Where: PLC Bible Study Room
Time: 11:00 - 1:00
Cost: FREE

If possible, the finance committee
would like for everyone to pledge
for next year’s contribution. This is
not a formal commitment, but gives
us a better approximation of next
year’s income. Pledge slips will be
found in your mailboxes. Please
return them on Pledge Sunday
which is Dec. 4. Please remember
Peace with your prayers and gifts.

Reservation Deadline: Nov 28th
Sign up sheet in narthex
Please Consider donating an unwrapped child’s gift .
See table in narthex for a list if you need ideas.

Sign up sheet in narthex

Progressive Dinner
Saturday, Dec 10th

Appetizers

Wednesday Evening
December 7th
7:00 pm

Scott & Shane Somers
7173 Wyandotte Dr

Entrée
Church

Dessert/Gift exchange
2841 McFarland Park Dr

DECEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES
8

Scott & Lynne
Riehle

Sunday
December 11th
Following church
Finalization of the budget and
election of council.

The cost is $8/person payable
to Peace Lutheran Fellowship
Committee. The gift exchange
is for men-to-men/women-towomen with an approximate $8
limit.
Please talk to Mary
Senger (300-3381) if you have
any questions.
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10” 4 Plants per pot

8 1/2” 3 Plants per pot

7 1/2” 2 Plants per pot

6 1/2” 1 Plant per pot

4 1/2” 1 Plant per pot

Poinsettia

December 14th
1 - 3pm
in the Bible Study Room

Make check out to Peace Lutheran Church
Return order form and check to Sandie Rodencal

#

Name ____________________________________

Christmas Flower Order form

December
Dick Keller
Garry Laaker
Dave Ringshauser
Scott Somers

Head Elder: Tom Booher

December 7th @ 7:00
Advent Midweek Worship
December 24th @ 6:30
Childrens’ & Candlelight
Service

December 25th @ 10:30
Christmas Day Worship
Remember to return your pledge
note either in the offering plate or
to Garry Laaker.

Community Relations:
Dave Ringshauser

Our Fall Mission Sunday was held on November 13. Robert Marshall of the
Lutheran Heritage Foundation was our guest speaker. The LHF translates
and provides Lutheran materials for distribution to children and
congregations around the world. He spoke at both the adult Bible class and the worship service. Our mission
offerings for the month of November will be sent to the LHF.
The Board has selected a “Love Was Born” nativity ornament as a Christmas gift to each of the Preschool and
Sunday School children. These will passed out to the Preschool children on December 16, 19, and 20, and to
the Sunday School children on December 24.
The Board has also arranged to place a Christmas ad in the Community Press newspapers (Delhi/Price Hill, and
Western Hills) including a schedule of our Christmas services. It will appear in the issue of Wednesday,
December 21, in the form of a banner ad.
Our adopted missionary, Pastor Charles St-Onge, is currently serving the Cayman Islands, Puerto Rico, Jamaica,
and the city of Montreal. He will be in the U.S. for a period of time in the next couple of months, and will be
visiting Peace Lutheran in early January (probably Thursday, January 5). More information will be provided in
the next newsletter.

Please remember our Care and Share program during this Christmas season. Canned goods and non-perishables
may be brought in on any Sunday of the month to help support our local food banks. The need continues to be
great.
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BIRTHDAYS

Board of Trustees:
Dick Keller

At the last Trustees meeting, it was decided that it is time to replace our
current shed with a new garage. The shed’s floor structure is rotten and
the side walls are falling away. We can’t open the doors anymore.
We would like to replace the shed with a
24’X12’ garage. As of this writing, we are
putting together a price for this project. We
want to discuss this at the next Voters
meeting. If you have any input, please talk
to one of our trustees or come to the
December 11th Voters meeting. Your input
is important to us.

Elders:
Chuck Ausman

6

Pat Griffin

6

Nick Ringshauser

12

Kathy Donselman

15

Carter Kallay

15

Eric Schuk

16

Rylee Selmeyer

18

Chrissy Kallay

18

Shawn Vallandingham

19

Janet Beckett

20

Michelle Guenther

22

Donna Huber

22

Gail Somers

25

Wanda Rosenzweig

28

Jesse Koelling

29

Charles Zimmer

31

Sandie Rodencal

31

Nancy Stout

Dot Keller
Covenant Village
Rm #106
3210 West Fork Rd
Cincinnati, OH 45211
Barb Fuhr
Covenant Village
Rm #104
3210 West Fork Rd
Cincinnati, OH 45211
Carol Sullivan
Indianspring of Oakley
4900 Babson PL
Cincinnati, OH 45227
Major David & Jessi Ausman
PSC 303 Box 27
APO AP 96204
Dave.ausman@googlemail.com
Bill & Judy Spetz
3130 Coral Park Dr
Cincinnati, OH 45211

Cookie Pack

Thursday, January 5th

Mark your calendar
to spend some time with our Missionary:
Charles St Onge. There will be an evening get
together. Watch the January newsletter for final
information.
Our November 2016 newsletter is now
available! This is a special "network reconnect" edition as
we seek to rebuild the support we need to stay in the field.
If you are already a regular contributor, a million thank yous
on this Day of Thanksgiving in the US! If you are not,
please consider giving now. We are currently at 50% of the
monthly support we need, even after making cutbacks
where we can. Your support for the Lord's work through us
is much appreciated.
To read their entire newsletter
you may view it at:
http://intheway.org/tag/newsletter

“Christmas shopping!”
Still have someone who needs
a gift? How about a gift
card? See Ken Selmeyer and
purchase it through Peace Script; help
yourself with an easy gift and also help Peace
Church at the same time.

Monday, December 5th
9:30 am
Christ Lutheran Church
3301 Compton Rd
Cincinnati, OH 45251
Regular and diabetic cookies needed
by the dozens.
NO NUTS OR BAR COOKIES
Cookies go to care centers
around Cincinnati
Everyone is invited to participate Packing cookies
is a lot of fun

Next
Newsletter deadline:
Dec 27th

Stewardship:
Pat Laaker

. Every Christmas present that sits wrapped under your Christmas tree
will wear out. It will break or go out of style. This fact was there,
somewhere, in the back of your mind even as you bought them, but you
bought them anyway. For you love the person you bought them for, you
wanted to see that look of joy it brings to their face.
So also God gives to you
out of style. For what He
placed upon the tree of
everlasting joy. He gives
among you.

-- but greater. What He gives will never wear out, break down, or go
gives is His eternal and only-begotten Son, wrapped in your flesh, and
the Cross. He gives His Son for you. He gives that you may have
because He loves you. This is why the Word became flesh to dwell

And that is who is given to you. The Word who is God yet was with God from all eternity. The
Word through whom all things were made. The Word who is the only-begotten Son of the Father,
God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, being of one substance with His Father. The
One who called all things into existence, the One who spoke to Moses from the bush that burned
yet was not consumed, the One whose glory filled the tabernacle to dwell among His people, God
Himself, has taken on your flesh.
Even though the Word is made flesh, even though God became Man, His Divinity is not lessened.
His Divinity is not changed. His Divinity remains, pure and unchanging, but your flesh, your
human nature, is exalted. Your flesh and humanity is assumed into God. God became man so
that you would become like unto God—holy and righteous, without sin, without death.
And so it is that the Son given to you wrapped in your flesh is placed upon the tree of the Cross.
And no tree was ever adorned more beautifully. Its ornaments were nothing less than the Blood
of God, poured out as an atoning sacrifice for your sins. Its garland the Body of God, hanged in
death that you may have life. Its light the incarnate Light of the world, strung up to call you and
all men unto Himself, to enlighten you, to make you His own. He gives you His life, He gives you
joy and peace—peace with God in heaven and peace with one another on earth.
And from the tree of the Cross the Lord Jesus places another gift for you upon the Altar. It is the
Fruit of the Cross, His crucified and risen, living Body and Blood, the Fruit of the Tree of Life,
wrapped in bread and wine and given to you. He fills you with His Glory. He makes your mouths
and your hearts His manger. He abides in you and you in Him.
The Word became flesh to be placed under the Cross for you. You are forgiven. This is why we
give. We give because He has first given to us. And just as it was a joy for Him to give all He had
to us. It is a joy for us to give to one another and His church so that this message of forgiveness,
life, and salvation may be proclaimed.

Peace Lutheran Church
1451 Ebenezer Road
Cincinnati, OH 45233

Larry J. Rodencal, Pastor
Church Phone: (513)-941-5177
Christmas Day: Sunday, Dec 25th, 10:30 am

Christmas Eve: Saturday, Dec 24th, 6:30 pm

Advent Service: Wednesday, Dec 7th, 7:00 pm

“Glory to God
in the highest,
and on earth peace to men
on whom his favor rests.”

Suddenly a great company
of the heavenly host
appeared with the angel,
praising God and saying,

