From the President:
Garry Laaker

From the Pastor:
5 He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but
because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth
and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us
generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been
justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of
eternal life. Titus 3:5-7 (NIV)

Spiritual Regeneration
While Christian people are conscious that they have been made
new creatures in Christ, they cannot describe how this marvelous
change occurred. This is not surprising, because spiritual
regeneration is a work of the Holy Spirit through the almighty
power of God's Word. Holy Scriptures compares the Word to sown
seed that grows by itself, man knows not how. (Mark 4:26-28; 1
Peter 1:23)
In His conversation with Nicodemus, Christ compared the Holy
Spirit's mysterious regenerating work, to that of the wind, which
cannot be seen but whose power can be observed in the results it
produces. The results of regeneration are seen when the Spirit
delivers men from Satan's kingdom of darkness into God kingdom
of light, in which they have redemption through Christ's blood,
even the forgiveness of sins.
This Lent, as we come once again to the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, may it bring to each of us a regeneration of the new life
that He has given. Through God's mercy may the Holy Spirit
perform this gracious work in us, bring us once again to faith in
Jesus Christ, declaring us God's children and heirs of eternal life.
Let our conduct ever show forth His praises.
Create in me a new heart, Lord,
That gladly I obey Your Word.
Let what You will be my desire,
And with new life my soul inspire.
Grant that I only You may love
And seek those things which are above
Till I behold You face to face,
O Light eternal, through Your grace.
LSB 704.3,4 Renew Me, O Eternal Light

Welcome to the February issue
Messenger. The various boards
having their planning meetings.
their reports in the Messenger
events and information.

of the Peace
have started
Please check
for upcoming

The March Voters’ Meeting will be on the 13th.
That is the same day the Flood Bucket Project
will be worked on. Please plan on attending
both events. Lunch will be provided.
The Lenten Dinners, starting with the Youth
Group’s Chili and Soup Dinner on Feb 10, are
being planned and a sign up sheet is available
for the other dinners. The Souper Bowl soup
and bake sale is planned for Feb 7. A sign up
sheet is also available for this event.
Thanks again for your financial support of
Peace. If you haven’t seen the report in the
bulletins, we ended 2015 ahead by $8160. The
year end statements are in the mail boxes. If
you need this sent to you, please let me know.
As always, please keep Peace and our members
in your prayers. Have a great month and don’t
forget Valentine’s Day!

Peace Lutheran Church
1451 Ebenezer Road
Cincinnati, OH 45233
513-941-5177
www.peacechurchlink.com
Pastor Larry J. Rodencal

Sunday Morning Schedule
Christian Education Hour
9:15 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Elders:
Chuck Ausman

A little different viewpoint is sometimes a good thing.
In Luke 4, we read about the devil tempting Jesus as He was praying and
fasting in the wilderness. Jesus spent forty days without food..
“What are you going to give up for Lent?” a parent asked his teenager.

There is nothing wrong with reminding ourselves of Christ’s suffering by giving up something
or changing a habit or routine. The tradition stands. Lent is a time of self-reflection and
repentance.
But instead of “giving up something”, perhaps we can “get, acquire or obtain” something. Lent’s
a time when we can add more time to our spiritual life. We should come to worship and take
advantage of the mid-week Lenten services and in doing so acquire a renewed closer
relationship with our Lord. Adding time reading the Bible seems like a good addition.
“Giving up a cheeseburger for Lent”…that’s a great idea.
“Coming to church, worshiping more often, increasing our
prayer life, and reading the Word”….that’s a great idea too.

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES
11

Randy & Debbie Dunham

13

Larry & Donna Huber

13

Charles & Donna Zimmer

15

Mark & Sharon Ginter

February:
Doug Guenther
Paul Lade
Bob Selmeyer
Scott Somers
Head Elder: Ken Selmeyer
Next
Newsletter deadline:
Feb24th

Feb 17th
1 - 3pm
Bible Study Room
Working on Easter Cards

Jackie Dubois
Bldg #2 Room 15
North Harmony
2586 Lafuille Ave
Cincinati, OH 45211

Feb 7th
PLW Fundraiser
Grab a pint or quart of homemade soup to take home an
eat while you are watching the game. Don’t forget some
bread or dessert to finish out your meal.
Donated soups and baked goods needed. See sign up
sheet in the narthex. Proceeds go towards PLW mission
projects such as helping with the Flood Bucket project.
Questions? Ask Pat Laaker

HANDS ON MISSION PROJECT – FLOOD BUCKETS
The mission project for this quarter will be the assembly of “Flood Buckets” for Lutheran Disaster Relief.
 A list of items needed is posted on the chalk board in the narthex. The prices of each tag vary from $5.00 to
$13.00. You may pick up your items anywhere. The chalk board only indicates a place where the items can
be found. Bring your items to pack between March 6, and March 13 .
 The mission project will conclude on Sunday, March 13
 A special Worship Service of information on Mission – Acts of Mercy. Mary Bates with
Lutheran Disaster Relief/Response of the Ohio District will be with us for Bible Class and
Worship.
 A Congregation Luncheon will be provided by Thrivent Action Team Money. The free-will
offering will be used to support the Hands on Mission Project.
 Following the luncheon we will put together an assembly line filling the buckets with the items
we have purchased.

YOU CAN HELP
1) Purchase items that are needed. (You may also make a monetary donation)
2) There is also a letter that has been addressed to businesses asking for donations. Why not take a copy
and talk to your place of work.
3) Want to be part of the “kitchen help”? Speak with Sandie Rodencal

LENT begins on February 10 this year. Our
services will begin 7:00. Once again we will have
the Lenten suppers for those who wish to
participate. Please check the narthex for the dinners
and sign-up sheet. Each week 2-3 families will be
responsible for the main course of the dinner and
everyone who comes each week are also asked to
contribute with salad, side dish, or dessert. Come
and enjoy the fellowship suppers each Wednesday beginning at 6:00.
Feb 10
Feb 17
Feb 24
Mar 2
Mar 9
Mar 16

Ash Wednesday – Chili Night
Breakfast for Dinner
Pasta Night
Soup or Stew
Casseroles
Taco Bar

March 26th
Egg Hunt
April 2nd
Rummage & Bake Sale
June 24 - 26
LWML Convention
(here in Cincinnati!)

On my heart imprint your image,
Blessed Jesus, king of grace,
That life’s riches, cares, and pleasures
Never may your work erase;
Let the clear inscription be:
Jesus, crucified for me,
Is my life, my hope’s foundation,
And my glory and salvation!

FEBURARY BIRTHDAYS
3

Janet Wood

7

Fred Leberecht

8

Emily Underwood

12

Debbie Dunham

15

Morgan Koelling

16

Tim Miller

18

Jessie Ausman

19

Paul Lade

21

Jackie DuBois

22

Lucy Guenther

22

Josie Somers

24

Karen Ringshauser

27

Tom Seibert

28

Bob Wood

It is winter but who isn't already
thinking about Spring and
Summer. We are in the beginning
phases of planning Peace's 2016
VBS. Right now it appears that July
may be the month. Please start
looking at your schedules and see
how you can help.

February 15th

The final report for 2015
Income for December:
Expense for December:

$22,554.03
$13,188.42

Income for 2015:
Expense for 2015:

$176,387.15
$168,226.07

Difference:
$8,161.08
The January report will be printed in the bulletin when
complete

Beginning Again

I"n the beginning God created the heavens and the earth" (Genesis 1:1).
Sometimes it's good to get back to the basics. When the whirlwind of holiday
events and celebrations is over, it's time to gather our wits and prepare for the
coming year. Time to get our bearings. Time to think afresh. Time to take stock
of the past year, for some, remembering its blessings, for others, sorrowing over
its setbacks.
Whether rejoicing or sorrowing, however, God is there with us. He laughs
with us in our times of joy and wipes away our tears of sadness. He is always
here. All it takes is a word from God's mouth and there it is. He created it, he
owns it, and he loans it to us for our use. In addition, all the time, he is there with
us; never will he leave us (Hebrews 13:5). This is no time for regrets over the
past, for God has forgiven and forgotten our sin. There is no cause for worry
over what the New Year will bring, for God has already been there.
Each of us can make a new beginning; in fact, each day, each moment can be a new beginning. By God's
grace, let us make that new beginning, then, living according to God's plan for us and managing the vast
resources he has loaned to us to the best of our abilities, honoring him in all we say, in the way we live, and
through our generous offerings as we work to make his name known.

Community Relations:
Dave Ringshauser

Our first outreach project of the new year will be a Valentine gift for
each of the Preschool children. This will be distributed at their
Valentine’s parties on February 10, 11, and 12.
The annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held on Saturday, March 26 (the day before Easter Sunday), at 1:00
pm. Thrivent will be providing some funding in support of this event.
The mission project for the first quarter of 2016 will be the assembly of Flood Buckets for Lutheran
Disaster Relief. A list of items needed is posted on the chalk board in the narthex. This project will
conclude on Sunday, March 13 with a special worship service, congregational dinner, bucket assembly,
and special guest Mary Bates from Lutheran Disaster Relief of Ohio.
Remember our Care and Share program. Canned goods and non-perishables may be brought in on any
Sunday of the month to help support our local food banks

INSTALLATIONS:
I will be officially installed as Area Facilitator for Latin America on
Sunday, February 28th in Santiago, Dominican Republic, our head office
for the region. I will also be officially installed as mission pastor of
Ascension Lutheran Church in Montreal, Quebec on Saturday morning,
March 12th.

Prayer Concerns:

Deb, Olivia, Sophia, Rev Charles

For Nsika and Melissa, as they begin or continue training to be effective
workers in Christ's kingdom in Jamaica,
For Richard Schuller, that his recovery might continue and that he and Gema might soon return to the mission
field,
For Deb, Olivia and Sophia, who will be alone for a good part of January as Charles travels, they will be kept safe
as winter settles in,
To read their entire newsletter
you may view it at:
For Charles, for safe travels in January
http://intheway.org/downloads/newsletters

Stewardship:
Pat Laaker
We are saved by faith alone, but the faith that saves us is never alone. That is because
faith is a living, busy, and active thing. It inhales all of God’s riches in Christ and exhales
this in love and service to the neighbor.
But who is my neighbor? God in His mercy has placed us into three distinct communities: society, family, and the
church. That means we have a duty to those around us in each of these communities. We pray for the people in these
three communities daily. We rejoice with them in times of joy and suffer with them in times of sadness. And we give to
them from the income that God provides as we are able and as they have need.
So we pay taxes to our governments so that they may do the work that is needed for our neighbors in society. We give
to our families so that they have food and clothing, house and home, even educations. And we give to our church—our
local congregations—so that the gospel may be preached and the sacraments administered for us and others.
The beauty of this is that God smiles upon all that giving. When you pay your taxes, God is pleased that you have
served your neighbor who needs what the government provides. When you provide for your family, God is pleased.
That you have helped your neighbor with the necessities of life by sharing with them what He has given to you, God is
pleased. And when you give to your local congregation to support the ongoing preaching of the gospel, God is
pleased. To all this giving, He says to you, “Well done, my good and faithful servant.”
Looking at giving in this light makes it a joy to give. The joy is multiplied. There is joy in you because you have served
your neighbor in his need. There is joy in your neighbor for God has answered their prayers through you. And God
rejoices and is pleased with it all. It might just make the humdrum of grocery shopping and mortgage payments a bit
more joyous. It might even make April 15 tolerable (St. Paul had to have this pep talk with the Romans, also, “This is
why you pay taxes….” Rom. 13:6). And it surely will make the envelope placed into the offering plate a joyful thing.
Indeed God is pleased with you. You are saved by faith alone because of Jesus Christ. And that saving faith is never
alone. It is busy and active. It serves the neighbor in society, family, and church with free and cheerful giving.

Larry J. Rodencal, Pastor
Church Phone: (513)-941-5177

March 27th
Easter celebration
10:30 am

March 25th
Good Friday
7:00 pm

March 24th
Maundy Thursday
7:00 pm
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