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From the Pastor:
The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes
and sells all that he has and buys that field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine
pearls, who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it. Matthew 13:44-46
This Lent we are listening to Jesus’ parables in the light of His Passion.
The two parables of the hidden treasure and the priceless pearl have the same story line—something very valuable is
found, and the finder sells everything to own what has been found. Over the centuries, those listening to these

parables have come away with two meanings. Both meanings are confirmed in other passages of Scripture.
As one watches Jesus go painfully to the cross, one hears His parable saying that they are the treasure, they are
the priceless pearl. For her Jesus sold everything. He laid down His life for us. We are worth that much to
Jesus. He loves us that much.
For another looking at the Passion of Jesus might also have a different take on the parables of the hidden treasure
and priceless pearl. For them these parables seal what one has always felt but now can more fully express:
Jesus Christ is the priceless treasure of their life. He does not see himself as the treasure, but Jesus. The
sacrificial love of God has made Jesus our most treasured “possession.” We see and realize that Jesus did all
this suffering because of our sins, and it overwhelms us.
For you, one of these two meanings may be the one that meets your needs. Know, though, that you are worth
everything to Jesus and that being so loved I will not be surprised to hear you say that Jesus is the treasure of your
heart.
From the President:
Garry Laaker
Welcome to the March Peace Newsletter. We have a voters meeting scheduled this month on March 13th, following
the church service. This is the same day as the Flood Bucket Project. The voter booklets are available March 7 th for
your review. We will try to keep the meeting as short as possible so we don’t interfere with the buckets! Everyone 18
or over is welcome to attend and join.
The Lenten season will soon be complete and we will celebrate Holy Peace Lutheran Church
Week starting March 20. Please come and worship with us for our
1451 Ebenezer Road
Cincinnati, OH 45233
Sunday Morning Schedule
special services during the Lenten and Easter seasons. See your
Christian Education Hour
newsletter and bulletin for the schedule of these services and
513-941-5177
9:15 AM
activities.
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Please continue to keep Peace and our members in your prayers!
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We would like to get a group together to see the Christian
based movie, Risen. We plan on going to one of the Matinee
times and then go to dinner after the show. Dinner is
OPTIONAL. I will have a sign up sheet in the narthex and I
will announce the time when we get closer to the date. I hope
you can join us. If nothing else, it should be a good
conversation starter .

Movie Synopsis
Roman military tribune Clavius (Joseph Fiennes) remains set in his ways
after serving 25 years in the army. He arrives at a crossroad when he's
tasked to investigate the mystery of what happened to Jesus (Cliff
Curtis) following the Crucifixion. Accompanied by trusted aide Lucius (Tom
Felton), his quest to disprove rumors of a risen

Sunday school children are
preparing to sing on Palm
Sunday, March 20th.

Also there will be no Sunday
School on Easter Sunday,
March 27th.
March 24th
Maundy
Thursday
7:00 pm

Messiah makes him question his own beliefs and
spirituality. As his journey takes him to places
never dreamed of, Clavius discovers the truth
that he's been seeking.
Each week 2-3 families will be responsible for the
main course of the dinner and everyone who comes
are also asked to contribute a salad, side dish, or
dessert. Come and enjoy the remaining fellowship
suppers each Wednesday beginning at 6:00.
Mar 2 Soup or Stew
Mar 9 Casseroles
Mar 16 Taco Bar

March 25th
Good Friday
7:00 pm
March 27th
Easter
celebration
10:30 am

Don’t forget to ‘spring ahead’ on
March 13th.

Annual Easter Egg Hunt
March 26th, Saturday
1:00 p.m.
Volunteers Needed for setup of tables and chairs and hiding of eggs before the hunt,
directing traffic, leading and helping children during the hunt, greeting visitors, and serving
refreshments to the parents and children after the hunt. Also needed are donations of
cookies, milk and orange juice. Let Dave Ringshauser know if you can help.

HANDS ON MISSION: WHY FLOOD BUCKETS?
LCMS DISASTER RELIEF
LCMS district and local disaster responders continue their recovery efforts on the heels of
devastating weather across the nation in late December that included intense rainstorms
with flooding in Illinois and Missouri as well as tornadoes in Mississippi and Texas.
Disaster responders from the affected districts and LCMS Disaster Response assessed
the flood-stricken regions to help where needed most, the Synod approved disbursement
of more than $120,000 in grants and other aid for immediate relief in the hardest-suffering
communities and congregations.
About 23 counties within the Central Illinois District were flooded. In Iroquois county, the
Sugar Creek and Iroquois River flooded roughly 60 blocks in Watseka, Ill. “Disaster-response coordinators were
dispatched four days after the flooding occurred for relief assessments,” said Stephen Born, the CID’s district disasterresponse coordinator (DDRC). “To maximize our relief efforts, we are working in collaboration with Lutheran Church
Charities [LCC] and LCMS Disaster Response.”
“About 150 homes [in Watseka] were affected by the flooding, and approximately 450 people were directly affected. In
town, there were approximately 10 businesses that were affected,” said the Rev. Donald G. Love, pastor at Calvary
Lutheran Church in Watseka. “Approximately 30 people in both our congregation and preschool were affected at some
level — four families were hit hard.”
“Lutheran Church Charities traveled to Watseka within days after the flooding. Our first goal was to assess the damage
to homes of members of Calvary Lutheran Church and others in the community,” said Philip Bandy, LCC vice-president.
“A few days later, we helped recruit volunteers and coordinated their deployment from both the NID and CID to homes
ravaged by ice, water and mud. Two of the families we helped with cleanup were a couple over 90 [years old] with eight
feet of water in their basement and another couple where both were recovering from health issues — the husband from
a heart attack and the wife from back surgery. LCC was blessed to be able to assist those families and scores of others
while sharing the mercy, compassion, presence and proclamation of Jesus Christ with them.”
What sets the LCMS apart from other emergency-response agencies amid the suffering brought about by the storms
involves bringing the comfort of the Gospel to those who need it most. “We in the church not only help people in their
physical needs, but we also pray with them, we have a pastor on site, so that spiritual care can also take place,” he said.
“If they want to have a spiritual conversation, we’re willing to do that — it’s something that makes us unique as we
respond to disasters: spiritual care, care for body and soul. It’s something the government organizations don’t do and a
lot of [other] nonprofit organizations don’t do.”
“It’s all about our own capacity to help both those outside the LCMS family who are hurting — and we do that in the clear
name of Jesus Christ the Savior of the world — and helping our own LCMS people,” said LCMS President Rev. Dr.
Matthew C. Harrison. “You change their lives forever. They are so thankful — it’s amazing.”

March 13th
After the church service

MARCH BIRTHDAYS

2

Brett Vallandingham

In the

4

Janet Hill

Bible Study Room

7

Sherrie Bowen

8

Don Pabst

17

Bill Spetz

18

Dot Keller

18

Landon Miller

18

Jessica Ringshauser

24

Barb Fuhr

25

Gabrielle Evans

25

Grant Evans

26

Doug Keller

31

Alex Griffin

March 13th
Lunch will be provided
after church through
funds from Thrivent
Action Teams. If you
will be attending and
can provide a dessert
please talk to Sandie
Rodencal 347-6176.
Thank you.

Elders:
Chuck Ausman
Bob and Mary Jones, along with their two children Beth and Rob, were up early on Easter morning. Everyone was
looking forward to the Easter Service. The family was busy getting ready. Bob and Mary were proud of their children.
The time the family spent studying the Bible, especially Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection, was a blessing. The kids
were catching on. Bob, standing in front of the bathroom mirror smiled to himself thinking that Beth and Rob were not
confused about the terms ‘Pilate’ and ‘Pilot’ as he had been at their age. With the razor in one hand and the shaving
crème in the other, he pushed the button. Nothing came out. “Honey”, he sort of yelled to Mary, “the can is empty”.
Mark 16: 5-7 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they were
alarmed. 6 “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here.
See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see
him, just as he told you.’ ”
By then, Mary had showered, even though there was no shampoo in the bottle, dressed, and was in the kitchen fixing the pancakes.
Beth and Rob came downstairs. Mary asked Beth, “Sweetie, could you reach the powdered sugar for the pancakes?”. “Mom, it’s
empty” , Beth replied. Just then Bob walked in and asked Rob, “ Could you feed the dog, her bowel is empty?” Bob, savoring his
first cup of coffee, reached for the sugar in the bowel on the table. It was empty.
Eventually, everyone got their act together and headed out to the garage finally on their way. It was a beautiful morning. The way
things were going, Mary wondered if there was any gas in the car.
Luke 24: 6-7 6 He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 7 ‘The Son of Man
must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’ ”
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Return order form to Sandie Rodencal
Make check out to Peace Lutheran Church

Name ____________________________________
Phone number _____________________________

Due by : March 20th

Easter Flower Order form

Pulling into the church parking lot, the family walked up the path to the front door
of the church. The flowers were spectacular. Entering the church, Bob, turning
to his wife Mary and the kids said, “I’m glad the tomb was empty.” They all
agreed it was a wonderful joyous Easter.

Saturday - April 2nd
9:00 - 12:00

Time to start cleaning out
those drawers, closets,
basements and garages.
Gently used (or never used)
items are needed. They may
be brought in beginning Monday, March
28th. Sorting and setup will begin
March 30th. If you would like to help
talk to Pat Laaker or Sandie Rodencal.
Donated Baked Goods will
also be needed. Proceeds
go to fund PLW projects.

A BIG thank you for all the
support of the “Souper” Bowl
soup and bake sale. So many
choices, it was hard to decide
what to purchase.
The
proceeds from this event,
$343, will be going toward
the Flood Bucket Project.

April 24th

Western Hills Rollerama

Family Fun Day

Time: TBA
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Stewardship:
Pat Laaker
Lent is a season of repentance. Repentance is turning away from sin, while we turn
toward God for the forgiveness of sins. During Lent, we hear the Word of God and
consider our lives in light of it. We confess our failures, and receive absolution, that is,
forgiveness, and then commit ourselves to do better.
What does God say about giving to the Church? The Bible tells us. Our giving should be first fruits giving (Genesis
4:4; Proverbs 3:9). Our giving should be regular, on the first day of week, which has the Divine Service in mind (1
Corinthians 6:1–2). Our giving should be proportional: according to our income (1 Corinthians 16:1–2), according to
what we have been given (2 Corinthians 8:12; Luke 12:48), our giving should be given with a spirit of eagerness and
enthusiasm (2 Corinthians 9:2), generosity and liberality (2 Corinthians 8:20), cheerfully without compulsion (2
Corinthians 9:7). Our giving should be directed to those who teach us (Galatians 6:6–7) because a laborer is worthy
of his hire, and we all know the going rate of such laborers in our communities (Luke 10:7; 1 Timothy 5:18).
Now consider your own giving in light of the Bible’s teaching. Are you giving of your first fruits, taking it out of your
paycheck first, or does God get what’s left over? Are you giving voluntarily and cheerfully? Are you giving
proportionally and generously? Are you giving with eagerness and enthusiasm? Are you giving to your local
congregation, sharing all good things with the one who teaches you? If your answer to any of these is “No,” then
repent. Turn away from your sin and toward God for forgiveness. Confess your failure. Receive absolution. And
commit to do better. We know that the Spirit is willing but our flesh is weak. We believe, and we pray that God,
through Word and Sacrament, would help our unbelief, our lack of trust in His ability to provide.
And this is precisely what God promises. This is what St. Paul wrote to the Church in Corinth: ““The point is this:
whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one
must give as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God
is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may about in every
good work. As it is written, ‘He has distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.’ He
who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the
harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way for all your generosity, which through us will produce
thanksgiving to God” (2 Cor 9:6–15).
St. Paul tells us that the Lord of all will both supply and increase what you need to give to the church for its work in
and for the world. He tells us that this work that God is doing in us will enrich and bless us in every way and through
this it will produce thanksgiving to God. Everyone benefits. We will be blessed in our giving, and it will produce
thanksgiving to God in those who receive it.

Community Relations:
Dave Ringshauser
Our first outreach project of the new year was a Valentine gift for each of the
Preschool and Sunday School children. This consisted of a Scripture Valentine card and cherry flavored pop. These
were passed out at the Preschool Valentines parties on February 10, 11, and 12 and after the church service on
Sunday, February 14.
The annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held on Saturday, March 26 (the day before Easter Sunday) at 1:00 PM. As in
years past, we will be in need of donated cookies, milk, and orange juice for the children and parents for after the hunt.
Also, we will need volunteers for setup of tables and chairs and hiding of eggs before the hunt, directing traffic, leading
and helping children during the hunt, greeting visitors, and serving refreshments to the parents and children after the
hunt. Last year with good weather, we had one of our larger turnouts. Let me know if you can help.
Remember our Care and Share program. Canned goods and non-perishables may be brought in on any Sunday of
the month to helps support our local food banks.

From the Pen of Deborah St-Onge
What an interesting month it has been up here in the Great White
North. It hasn't been all that white, comparatively speaking, but it
has mostly been “great”. One of the highlights in recent weeks was
a chance to try curling with some friends from Ascension. Next to
hockey, curling is probably one of the most identifiably “Canadian”
sports. Charles had played a few times many years ago, but this was
my first time (Charles notes: she did better than some seasoned curlers!) . Fortunately, it was a fundraiser and
there were many beginners like us participating. Once my sore muscles recover, I’d love to try it again!
We rang in the New Year - Chinese New Year that is - with our brothers and sisters from the Chinese
congregation. It was fascinating to walk into the fellowship hall and see the assembly line set up for making the
homemade dumplings! We were even invited to help. It was delightful to mark the beginning of the Year of the
Monkey with a traditional Chinese buffet. Charles led the Bible study with the help of a translator and we
enjoyed both the fellowship and the study of God’s Word with these new friends.
The girls are just finishing Winter Carnival Week in advance of their spring break. Like Lutheran Schools Week,
there are special activities and designated dress-up days, but we sure miss the special chapels and devotions
that usually accompany that celebration. It’s also difficult to get the kids excited for outdoor activities that
they can’t do because it is too warm or there is not enough snow. We are looking forward to spending our break
as a family in the Dominican Republic celebrating Charles’ installation
To read their entire newsletter
as Area Facilitator.
you may view it at:
More news on that next month...
http://intheway.org/downloads/newsletters

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES
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Anthony & Jill Evans

9

Wayne & Linda Koelling

April 9th

Federation Seminar
Chronology of Events
Leading to Easter

April 24th

Family Fun Day
Western Hills Rollerama

April 27th

March 16th
1 - 3pm
Bible Study Room
Finishing Easter Cards

“Comfort Pillows”
For District LCMS Disaster Relief

Next
Newsletter deadline:
March 21st

Larry J. Rodencal, Pastor
Church Phone: (513)-941-5177

March 27th
Easter celebration
10:30 am

March 25th
Good Friday
7:00 pm

March 24th
Maundy Thursday
7:00 pm
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