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OUR OFFERING
When David brought the offering of God’s people for the
building of the temple before the Lord, David said, "Wealth
and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things . . .
Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious
name. But who am I, and who are my people, that we
should be able to give as generously as this? Everything
comes from you, and we have given you only what comes
from your hand" (1 Chronicles 29:12-14).
That should be the prayer of all God's children in offering
gifts to the Lord: "We have given You only what comes from
Your hand." Let's never think God needs our gifts and we're
doing Him a huge favor. We're merely giving back to Him a
little of what He has given us. We're like little children who
can't afford to buy our father a birthday present unless he
first gives us the money to do it. Whenever we give God a
gift, it's God's own wealth that paid for it. As a loving Father,
God enjoys His children's gifts, but He enjoys the gifts as
expressions of our love and loyalty, not as resources that He
desperately needs from us.
How can we do God any favors when He already owns the
world and everything in it? We can't. So why give gifts to
the Lord who already has everything? Why is first fruits
giving necessary? To demonstrate and deepen our
commitment, thankfulness, and faith in a way that pleases
God and honors him as the rightful owner of everything we
have.
Using God's money for God's glory is a wonderful way of
expressing what's in your heart. God wants your offering to
be a tangible testimony of your heart. The Bible offers us
the examples of people who "gave as much as they were
able and even beyond their ability” (2 Cor. 8:3). What made
them so generous with money? The Bible says that before
they gave the money, they "gave themselves first to the
Lord" (2 Cor. 8:5).

Back to
school prayer
for students

May you be blessed
as you step forth
on this wonderful new journey
of learning and discovery.
May God open your mind
to the treasure of your studies.
May God open your heart
so the gifts that your
teachers and classmates offer.
May God open your soul
to the many blessings
He has prepared for you
this school year.
May you be blessed
on this day of new beginnings
with wisdom, faith, hope and love.
Amen
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Sunday Morning Schedule
Christian Education Hour
9:15 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

SEPTEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES
3

Sean & Amanda
Kaufenberg

3

Bobby & Melissa
Selmeyer Jr

10

Doug & Mandy Hill

10

Bob & Jenice Miller

An old Swedish Proverb says:
"Those who wish to sing always
find a song".
Find your "song for the season"
singing with Peace Church Choir.
Join us as we prepare music for
worship - especially for Advent and
Christmas. Consider "seasonal choir
membership".
Rehearsals begin Wednesday Sept. 7 at 7:00 PM.

September:
Dick Keller
Wayne Koelling
Dave Ringshauser
Shawn Somers
Head Elder: Tom Booher

Sept 21st
1 - 3pm
in the Bible Study Room
SEPT BIRTHDAYS
2

Reese Rosselott

4

Dorothy Booher

4

Anne Hawkins

4

Lois Lade

Sunday School and Bible Class Kick Off

6

Sam Seibert

September 11th
9:15 am

9

Tanner Keller

10

Melissa Selmeyer

12

Payten Stout

14

Kelly Fisher

14

Lisa Shaw

16

Maggie Morgenroth

Eric & Jessica Ringshauser
1538 Abigail St
Harrison, Ohio
513-367-4709

19

Daniel Lade

19

Bob Sheline

22

Anthony Evans

southpuck51@yahoo.com

27

Janet Dotterman

29

Brooke Koelling

Why don’t you come and plan on being a
part of these interesting venues.

Practical Wisdom:

www.DrRandallSchroeder.com

One Significant Marriage Goal

One significant marriage goal is to overcome complacency! Complacency can be defined as taking your spouse
and/or your marriage for granted. The disease of complacency is a major reason for a troubled, unhappy
relationship, and sadly one frequent cause for divorce.
For most of us, when we were dating our marriage partners, we made frequent uplifting comments and did many
kind actions in order to win our future spouse’s heart. Unfortunately for many relationships, after the second year
of marriage such considerate words and behaviors diminish with each passing year.
Ask yourself two key questions: “When was the last time I either complimented or made a very encouraging
comment to my spouse?” And “When was the last time I demonstrated a nice, thoughtful action toward my
spouse?” One essential way for us to overcome complacency is to continue being a boyfriend or girlfriend to our
spouses. Such an attitude will cause us to work really hard at valuing our partners.
TODAY: And every day, be like a boyfriend/girlfriend to your spouse by making caring comments as
well as exhibiting meaningful actions.

Women’s Auxiliary Blanket Brigade
Making baby blankets for University Hospital
Wednesday
Sept 28th
10:00 am
Messiah Lutheran Church
10416 Bossi Lane

Next
Newsletter deadline:
Sept 26th

Bring scissors and if you wish a sewing
machine with thread. Jobs include pinning,
machine stitching and ironing.
Lunch provided

October 28th
Halloween Bash
Saturday
October 8th
9am - 12pm
Items may be brought in beginning Sunday, Oct 2nd.
Volunteers are needed to sort and set up beginning
Wednesday, Oct 5th.
Baked donations are also needed. All proceeds go to
fund various PLW projects.

October 30th
Ingathering/
Reformation Service

Stewardship:
Pat Laaker

The devil, though defeated by the death, resurrection, and ascension of our Lord
Jesus Christ, remains a very capable and clever foe. He is smarter than we are.
He’s been watching us and taking notes for a very long time. He knows what we
want, and he knows how to lure us away. And he does this by telling us what we
want to hear. That’s what makes it so difficult.
To us who are greedy, he says: “You are not greedy. You are prudent. You are frugal. You are a good steward
with your money. God doesn’t want you not to have all the things you want. He wants you to be happy. He wants
you to have the latest and greatest toys for both young and old.” So if you consider yourself to be wise in the
way of money and finances, beware of who just might be telling you these things.
Satan is a liar. He tells us what we want to hear. He lures us away from repentance and confession and faith, so
that we harden our consciences and place our souls in peril. We must not underestimate the enemy. We have all
taken his bait. We have all failed in this. None of us can say that we have fought this temptation to hold back
with everything we have and won.
And we must repent. Yes, God wants us to be happy. But this happiness is never at the expense of faithfulness.
We have a calling. We are a member of His family, the church. That relationship places a duty upon us: to give
a generous proportion of the first fruits of the income He provides.
Only God is true to His Word. Only God is true to His promises. His promises never fail. His Word endures
forever. His mercies are new every morning. He is faithful. He provides everything that we need. He provides
food and clothes, house and home, everything that we pray for in the fourth petition of the Lord’s Prayer.
There are a whole host of things that we have that we do not need. The question that we need to ask ourselves
is whether these have come at the expense of our faithful, generous proportion of the first fruits of our
income. If they have, then we must repent, turning away from our selfishness to Him who is faithful by giving
His Son into death so that we are reconciled to Him and justified in His sight.
The devil will always tell you what you want to hear. But God tells us and gives us what we need to hear. With
law and gospel, he cuts us to the heart, so that we will repent and believe His Word and promises. He is
faithful. He is good. He will not forsake you, or leave you destitute. So believe and trust in Him. And you will
not only be happy. You will be blessed.

In mid-July I had the opportunity to travel to three communities in northwest Ontario. I
worked with a pilot/pastor and two vacation bible school teams who are part of LAMP,
the Lutheran Association of Missionaries and Pilots. We were able to fly to Sandy Lake
and Big Trout Lake from Red Lake to share the treasures of the Gospel with around 130
children plus adults in both remote native communities, accessible only by air. It also
gave me some great ideas for outreach in Montreal and, specifically, our neighbourhood
of Parc-Extension. Anyone have a week next July to help us reach the kids of our area
through a VBS, and the adults as well?
Pastor Hu, the minister for our Chinese congregation at Ascension, was forced to return a month early from
Asia. While not planned, we are glad that he was simply asked to leave and did not end up in a more dire
situation.
At the end of July I had the opportunity to meet with a native Canadian healer who is also an Anglican
church minister. A member of the Mi'kmac tribe, whose wife is also native, he gave some more insight into
the troubled relationship between native Canadians and the
To read their entire newsletter
Church. Most importantly, I received some valuable insight into
you may view it at:
the mistakes missionaries want to avoid as they bring the Gospel
http://intheway.org/tag/newsletter
to those whose culture differs from their own.
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