2017
From the Pastor:

INVITATION
Recently, Sandie and I have enjoyed our grandson who stayed over with us
during his spring break. Anyone who has had, or been around, children,
understands the bedtime ritual. Although the order of events may differ
from family to family and child to child, most of the following are present:
The parent says, "It's time for bed," but the child doesn't hear or pretends to
not hear.
The child hears the summons and begins to negotiate. Depending on circumstance and situation the parent will hear, "But my friends don't go
to bed until midnight" or "Let me just finish my book ... this TV
show ... this Lego project ... etc. etc."
Next the parent's authority will be challenged. At an early age the child
learns not to be direct and say, "No, I'm not going to bed now." Instead,
he will try, "But you're not going to bed" or "My brother doesn't have
to go to bed yet."
The final step is amnesia. The child pretends to have forgotten that stages
one, two and three have happened. He goes back to the beginning and
starts the process all over.
Now, let’s read Luke 14:15–24 (ESV) 15 When one of those who reclined at
table with him heard these things, he said to him, “Blessed is everyone who
will eat bread in the kingdom of God!” 16 But he said to him, “A man once
gave a great banquet and invited many. 17 And at the time for the banquet he
sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything
is now ready.’ 18 But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to
him, ‘I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it. Please have me
excused.’ 19 And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to
examine them. Please have me excused.’ 20 And another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ 21 So the servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house became angry
and said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city,
and bring in the poor and crippled and blind and lame.’ 22 And the servant
said, ‘Sir, what you commanded has been done, and still there is room.’
23
And the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges
and compel people to come in, that my house may be filled. 24 For I tell
you, none of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet.’ ”
Your relationship to Christ is not something you can attend to later. There
may be other matters that seem to claim your primary attention, making a
living, providing a good home, furnishing an education for your children,
improving your personal circumstances. I want to tell you today that not
one of these concerns is nearly as serious as a right relationship with God
through Christ. God has prepared a great banquet for you each week as we
open God’s Word, and also dine with Him as His own table. Come!

From the President:
Garry Laaker

Welcome to the April issue of the
Peace Messenger.
Christ has risen, He has risen indeed!

The schedule for Holy week services
is in the bulletin. The Easter Egg Hunt
is scheduled for April 15.
Scheduled events for April included
the PLW Rummage sale on April 1.
Thanks to everyone who helped in the
set-up, pricing, baking, etc. to make
this another successful event.
Also, thank you for your continued
support of Peace.
As always, please keep Peace and its
members in your prayers.

Peace Lutheran Church
1451 Ebenezer Road
Cincinnati, OH 45233
513-941-5177
www.peacechurchlink.com
Pastor Larry J. Rodencal

Sunday Morning Schedule
Christian Education Hour
9:15 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

April:
“Paws” during
your holiday
and
Hop on over

Josh Hunter
Garry Laaker
Mike Seibert
Sam Seibert
Head Elder: Ken Selmeyer

All kids ages 2 - 10
Saturday
April 15th
1:00 pm
Meet in the Fellowship Hall

Sunday school children are
singing both Palm Sunday and
Easter.
We
are
currently
rehearsing both songs now.
There will be no Sunday School
class Easter morning.
VBS is on the schedule for the
third week in June. Mark your
calendars !!

Needed:donated refreshments such

as cookies, milk, and apple juice for
the children & parents. These may be brought in early. Also needed
help with set up of tables and chairs and hiding of eggs before the
hunt, directing traffic in the parking areas, leading and helping children
during the hunt, greeting visitors, and serving refreshments to the parents and children after the hunt. Talk to Dave Ringshauser.

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
1

Larry Huber

8

Colin Hawkins

8

Jason Kallay

9

Jayna Ringshauser

13

Chuck Ausman

13

Marian Schuk

16

Ken Selmeyer Sr

17

Pastor Larry

21

Diane Senske

24

Tom Booher

26

Hunter Keller

26

Pat Laaker

April 5:

Pastor Everette Greene, Immanuel, Avondale
The Upper Room: A Place of service

No rotation during Holy Week Services
April 13: 7:00 pm Maundy Thursday:
The Last Supper: A Place of Forgiveness
April 14: 7:00 pm Good Friday:
Golgotha: A Place of Simple Love
April 16: 10:30 am Easter:
The Empty Tomb: A Place of Remembering

#

assorted
assorted

4 1/2” Reiger Begonia

4 1/2” Mini Rose

assorted

6” Regal Geranium

White

assorted

6” Azalea

6” Gardenia

Pink/Blue

6” Hydrangeas

Total

18.85

12.50

8.75

9.80

15.85

13.75

9.80

Gary & Phyllis Morgenroth

White

Yellow

6 1/2” Daffodils

9.80

22

6” Peace Lily

Purple

“

9.80

Darrell & Kathy Donselman

White

White

“

9.80

9.80

9.80

7

4” Peace Lily

Pink

6 1/2” Hyacinths

assorted

Purple

“

9.80

9.80

5.75

5.25

4.75

3.25

9.80

Total

Cancelled
For
April

6 1/2” Tulips

Yellow

“

White

assorted

4 1/2” Mums

6 1/2” Florist Mums

assorted

white

Color Cost

4” Violets

6 1/2” Easter Lily

Variety

Return order form to Sandie Rodencal
Make check out to Peace Lutheran Church

Name ____________________________________
Phone number _____________________________

Due by : April 2nd

Easter Flower Order form

Fellowship:
Mary Senger

•April 15 @ 11:00: The Youth
Group will hide the eggs for the Easter Egg Hunt.

•We are looking into going to The Covedale
Theater's production of Damn Yankees in May

•June 4th: Pig Roast

As of April 1, 2017, you
will no longer have to reenroll your Kroger Plus
Card to earn dollars for
your organization.

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES

Green Team:
Berdie Blersch
This month the Green Team plans all-out weed warfare on the east side of the church (known to insiders as "Weedy
Acres"). In addition to ousting dandelions et al from their happy home, we will cut back the rose bushes. Removing a stump,
pruning the false cypress and shaping other shrubs and perennials on the Ebenezer Road side are also on the to-do list this
month. It is our plan to construct the bench patio in the bird sanctuary as soon as ground conditions permit. We will apply for
a Thrivent grant (thank you, Ken) to help with expenses and Paul Lade will mastermind the installation.
Thanks to Claire for launching her retirement by planting the urn and entrance pots and
working in the lower level. She has also addressed the health (or not) of several aged
boxwoods at the preschool entrance; it is possible that they will need to be replaced. As
always, we would welcome anyone who enjoys working outdoors to join in caring for our
church grounds. Break out the antihistamine; plants are beginning to bloom!

Community Relations:
Dave Ringshauser
The Cincinnati Federation of Lutheran Churches has entered a float in the Cincinnati Findlay
Market Opening Day Parade downtown on Monday, April 3. The theme of the float will be
the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. At this point in time, the float has been fully
funded by various area LCMS congregations and by several private donations.
The annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held on Saturday, April 15 (the day before Easter Sunday), at 1:00 pm for children ages 210. Can you help? We will be in need of donated refreshments such as cookies, milk, and apple juice for the children, parents,
etc. for after the hunt. Refreshments may be brought in on Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, or on Saturday morning before the
egg hunt. Volunteers are also needed to help with set up of tables and chairs and hiding of eggs before the hunt, directing
traffic in the parking areas, leading and helping children during the hunt, greeting visitors, and serving refreshments to the
parents and children after the hunt. Let me know if you can help.
The annual Creative Preschool Carnival will take place on Saturday, May 20, from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm. More details will be
coming later.
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Elders:
Chuck Ausman
The 20th Chapter of John, verses 11-18 speaks about Mary Magdalene’s visit to the tomb of the crucified Jesus. Writing in 3 rd
person (italics) one might speculate on Mary’s thoughts or our own thoughts as she arrives at the fresh grave site, a grave freshly sealed
with a large heavy stone at the entrance. Suppose you were Mary?
Mary Magdalene, she, had witnessed it all. A friend who had cured her -- a miracle. He was falsely convicted, tried and
executed. Not much of a trial, sham. Mob rule. Conspiracy, plotting, murder –worse crucifixion, a dear friend dead. Gone. His lifeless
body. Humiliation. Gone. Died. Buried. She helped her friend with his burial along with friends. Her friend gone. How sad can one feel?
How much loss? Gone. A loss so deep she goes to the gravesite and it seemingly gets worse, the insult, the grave has been disturbed,
desecrated. Gone. Grief. Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene John 20: 11-18 11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. Alone. Gone.
Alone. as she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, She wonders, what is going on here? Nothing is
normal. They are here. How can this be? seated where Jesus’ body had been, one at the head and the other at the foot. 13 They asked
her, “Woman, why are you crying?” What a strange question, she thinks? How can this be? Is more happening here than she might
think? Could a victory have been won? The greatest victory of all time. Did, perhaps, death die! Joy! Can it be? He was such a dear
friend who told me so many things! “They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put him.” She is
confused? Understanding little? Unsure? 14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was
Jesus. 15 He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” Thinking he was the gardener, she said, She
hopes he can help her, explain things. “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have put him, and I will get him.” Even
after death, Mary wants to help. 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She is stunned, the unrecognized one knows her name, he calls her. She
turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”). He’s ALIVE! 17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me,
for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father,
to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” She must tell her
friends, as Jesus instructed! What Good News! “And she told them that he had said these things to her.”
My Dear Friends in Christ
Mary was not alone. We are never alone as Christ is always with us. “I will be with you always, even to the end of the age.”
Matt 28:20 The Victory over death is won. Our sins are forgiven. “ The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be
to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 1 Corinthians 15:56-57
Mary was called by name. Isaiah 43:1 says “… Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by your name; Y ou are
mine.” John 10:3 says “ He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.”
Mary is redeemed. Romans 6:4-7,11 “We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 5 For if we have been united with him in a
death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so
that the body ruled by sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin— 7 because anyone who has died has been set
free from sin.” …. 11” In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.”
Mary is given a task. Mark 16:15-16 He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. 16 Whoever
believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.”
It’s hard to imagine the transformation in Mary’s life in that brief period of time. Death, becomes life. Sorry, becomes joy.
Despair, becomes hope. Promises fulfilled. Eternal death, becomes eternal life.
Even more, the changes Mary witnessed at the tomb were not just for her, but us, today, now. Mary arrives early to serve her
Lord and the opposite happens. Jesus comforts Mary. Mary loved Jesus, but Jesus shows His love to Mary and us through his death and
resurrection. Our personal lives have changed forever. We arrive as sinners, but leave in the opposite as redeemed, justified, and righteous.
We’re never alone, we’ve been called by name; the victory is ours. Each prophesy has been fulfilled from the beginning of time. Christ
has paid the price, won the battle and saved us. We are his.
Happy Easter
Do You Know the Difference
Between A Comfort Dog and
A Service Dog?

Come Find Out and meet Rosie the
comfort dog!
LWML Spring Rally
Sunday, April 30th
2:00 pm
St Mark’s Lutheran church
5849 Buckwheat Rd
Milford, OH

To all those who hosted a main entrée
this past Lent - a BIG thank you. To
all those who attended and supplied
supporting dishes - a BIG thank you.
What a delicious time was had sampling new and varied cuisine which fed
the body and then worshiping together
which fed the soul!

Stewardship:
Pat Laaker
Easter is a moveable feast. Easter isn't on the same calendar date every year in the way that
Christmas is always celebrated on December 25. The date for Easter each year always falls on
the first Sunday after the first full moon after the Spring equinox. And once you find the date
of Easter, everything else finds its place—Good Friday and Maundy Thursday, Ash Wednesday
and the Transfiguration, the Ascension of our Lord and Pentecost.
All this is a long way of saying that Easter determines everything. Easter defines everything. It
orders not only the entire church year, but it orders our very lives. It defines and gives meaning to our lives, as well to the
things that happen in them. And since Easter defines
everything, that means it changes everything too. It redefines who we are and where we stand with God and with one
another. Easter makes all things new.
Without Easter, Jesus would not be raised from the dead. Without Easter death would still reign, we would still be in our
trespasses and sins, and our faith and hope would be in vain. But Jesus is raised from the dead. Easter changes
everything. It makes all things new. Therefore, darkness is overcome with light, wrath with peace, fear with hope, angst
with rest, sadness with joy, hatred with love, sin with righteousness, and death with life. Easter changes everything,
redefines everything, determines everything. Easter makes all things new.
Thus, Easter also changes our attitude about giving. For if God gave us His own Son into death so that we will live, how
will He not give us everything else we need? He will, and He does. He provides for us. He even gives us the gifts that we
give back to Him for service in the church. Easter demonstrates that we have a God who loves us, a God who provides for
us, a God who presses us into His service, a God who has made us new in the death and resurrection of His Son.

For when you give to the church, you pass along those things that God alone has given to you. You pass along the
message to others that Easter changes everything and makes all things new, even as it has done this for you. This is not a
burden, but pure joy. For God has given you a part in the administration of His kingdom. He provides for the needy
through your hands. He ensures that the Gospel is preached and the Sacraments are given out through the work of your
hands and in the gifts that you give. And He honors and blesses this work and generosity as it redounds to those around
you.
So when you sit down on the first day of the week to make your offering to the place where Easter is proclaimed and
where the gifts of Easter are given out, remember: Easter changes everything. It makes all things new. More than that:
Easter has changed you and made you new. Because Jesus who was crucified for our transgressions is raised for our
justification

Federation Seminar
Saturday,
April 22, 2017
9 am - 12:15 pm

St Mark’s Lutheran Church
5849 Buckwheat Road
Milford, OH

Infant Baptism
“Before, During and
after the Time of Christ”

Speaker:
Dr. A. Andrew Das
No reservations required
(but call Dan Huss at 385-6470 and leave a message if you
plan to attend as this will help St Mark’s plan for the light refreshment at the mid-seminar break)

The Women’s Auxiliary
Making “Comfort Pillows”
For District LCMS
Disaster Relief
Wednesday, April 26, 2017
10:00 am
(Registration at 9:45)

St Paul Lutheran church
5433 Madison Rd
Cincinnati, OH 45227
Each church -- please bring a bag of stuffing, needles and
white thread

Peace Lutheran Church
1451 Ebenezer Road
Cincinnati, OH 45233

Larry J. Rodencal, Pastor
Church Phone: (513)-941-5177

