Of Peace
2017
From the Pastor:
A Christmas Prayer
O God our Father, with happiness in our hearts we thank You
that You have brought us again to this special time when we can
celebrate the birth of Jesus at Bethlehem. Especially we give thanks
for Your Christmas gift to the world, Your own Son, our Savior, who, as
we remember on this day, became man and lived among us, full of
grace and truth.
Help us all to possess the true joys of this festival and to
welcome the Savior into our lives. Open our hearts to receive Him
whom You have sent to us, so that we may know You and have eternal
life, and may be Your special people, redeemed from all sin and eager
for that life which glorifies You.
Let the true Light of Christ shine in our homes, and bless all
families through Him. Grant that every gift we make to each other
may be more precious and meaningful because we know and
remember the gift from You which is beyond description: the Holy Child
Jesus.
Help us like the angels, always to sing Your praises. Help us,
like the shepherds, to believe Your Word, to worship the Savior, and
then spread the Good News that is for all people. Help us, like Mary, to
treasure the message, think deeply about it, and keep it in our hearts
long after all our Christmas celebrations are over. Help us like the Wise
Men, to follow the bright light of Your Word as it leads us to Jesus, and
then offer whatever we can give Him in thankful gifts of love.
We pray this in the name of the Christ-Child Jesus, our Savior
and our King. Amen.

December 13th
Advent Service @ 7:00 pm
December 24th
Christmas Eve
Children’s Service @ 6:30 pm
December 25th

1. Watchman, tell us of the night,
What its signs of promise are.
Traveler, o'er yon mountain's height,
See that glory-beaming star.
Watchman, doth its beauteous ray
Aught of joy or hope foretell?
Traveler, yes; it brings the day,
Promised day of Israel.
2. Watchman, tell us of the night;
Hither yet that star ascends.
Traveler, blessedness and light,
Peace and truth, its course portends.
Watchman, will its beams alone
Gild the spot that gave them birth?
Traveler, ages are its own;
See, it bursts o'er all the earth.
3. Watchman, tell us of the night,
For the morning seems to dawn.
Traveler, darkness takes its flight;
Doubt and terror are withdrawn.
Watchman, let thy wanderings cease;
Hie thee to thy quiet home.
Traveler, lo, the Prince of Peace,
Lo, the Son of God, is come!

Peace Lutheran Church
1451 Ebenezer Road
Cincinnati, OH 45233

church

Saturday, December 2
Appetizers: 6:00
Home of Mary Senger
5512 Goldcrest Dr

Wednesday
December 13th
7:00 pm

Entréeʹ:
Peace Church
1451 Ebenezer Rd

Dessert & Gift Exchange:
Home of Brad & Emily Underwood
2841 McFarlan Park Dr
Dinner - $8.00 per person
Optional Gift Exchange
$8.00 per person

There still is time to sign up!

Next
Newsletter deadline:
December 27th

December:
Dick Keller
Paul Lade

December 13th
1 - 3pm
Bible Study Room

Well, The Christmas Program is official!
The children will be performing “From
Heaven Above” Christmas Eve night at
6:30 PM. Each child has his/her script
with parts highlighted. The musical cd
will be given to each also.
Formal sanctuary practice begins Dec 3
promptly at 9:15 am. We will practice
every Sunday morning. Dress rehearsal
is Dec 24 at 9:00 AM. The children need
to report Christmas Eve night at 6:00 PM ready to get
dressed in costumes. As last year, we will need some

Invited: ALL women of Peace Lutheran Church
When: Saturday, December 9th
Where: Fellowship Hall
Time: 11:00 - 1:00
Speaker: Fanny Crosby
Victorian Era Hymnist
As portrayed by Vickie Gaynier

Cost: FREE
Reservation Deadline: December 3rd
Please consider donating an unwrapped child’s gift (see list below)
For the 78 families living in Ronald McDonald House the holidays are challenging.
The stress of having critically ill children and mounting medical bills makes
shopping for gifts nearly impossible. At Ronald’s Workshop, we provide a place
where parents can select toys for their children free of charge. The toys are
delivered to the children in a special Christmas Eve celebration. With your help
these families can have a special Christmas.
All gifts must be new and unused so as not to pose a risk to immune suppressed patients.

Baby

School Age

Bath Time Toys
Grab and Stack Blocks
Sound & Light Toys
Toys for 0 - 12 months

Slime Kits
Create your own Craft Kits
Remote Control Cars
Ethnic Barbie dolls

Preschool

Teen

Little People Sets

Amazon & Apple Gift Card

Vickie Gaynier was born and bred in West
Texas. She met her husband in 1975 and
they were married 3 years later on June 3,
1978 after his second year in medical school.
Her husband is the Medical director for Hoxworth clinic for Ophthalmology and a faculty
member at University of Cincinnati. They
have 4 grown children, Sarah Urbassik, Anne
Marie Gaynier, Michael Gaynier and Jeannette Dunn. They have 6 beautiful grandchildren with #7 on the way.
Vickie has received training in Drama from a
private coach at Cincinnati Conservatory of
Music. She has presented historical characters for the past 22 years. She has traveled

by Peace as a prediction of
what our income will be for
the year.
We typically
predict a deficit based on
the pledges because less than 50 % of our
members pledge. Please prayerfully consider
making an accurate pledge for next year.

church.
Christmas is right
around the corner.
Buying script is an easy way to do your
Christmas shopping especially for those on your
list who are hard to buy for. Plus purchasing
script also benefits Peace Lutheran so it’s a win,
win situation. 

Elders:
Chuck Ausman
In the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod, “Advent” is considered the start of the church year.
How fitting as “Advent” leads us to the word “coming” and indeed the earthly birth of Christ.
When we think about the anticipated birth of Christ, Isaiah 9:6 wrote, “For a child has been
born to us, a son has been given to us. He shoulders responsibility and is called:
Extraordinary Strategist, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
6

Pat Griffin

6

Nick Ringshauser

12

Kathy Donselman

15

Carter Kallay

15

Eric Schuk

16

Rylee Selmeyer

18

Chrissy Kallay

18

Shawn Vallandingham

19

Janet Beckett

2 Corinthians 4:15 “15All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and
more people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God.”

20

Michelle Guenther

2 Corinthians 9:11 “11 You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on
every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.”

22

Donna Huber

22

Gail Somers

25

Wanda Rosenzweig

28

Jesse Koelling

29

Charles Zimmer

In the Advent Christmas season, being thankful is always a welcome act. Examine the
following Bible verses. How do they fit into your life and relationship with Christ?
Psalms 138 “I give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart; before the gods I sing your
praise; 2 I bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name for your
steadfast love and your faithfulness, for you have exalted above all things your name and
your word.[a]”
Psalms 106 “Praise the LORD! Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast
love endures forever!
1 Corinthians 1:4-8 “ 4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God
that was given you in Christ Jesus, 5 that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech
and all knowledge— 6 even as the testimony about Christ was confirmed among you— 7 so
that you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus
Christ, 8 who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Philippians 4:6-7 “6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”
1 Chronicles 16:34 “ 34 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever.”
Take some special time during Advent to thank the Good Lord for your many blessings. You
have never been forgotten. Your name is known. Your Savior is here watching over you.

Glory' maples, two 'Wildfire' blackgums (no spiny balls ), and a 'Rising Sun' weeping redbud with chartreuse leaves and
the customary pink spring flowers. Thank you to those who contributed to the purchase of these trees!

While these additions added structure and color, the design plan lacked focus, so two banks of arbor vitae were planted
in the center area. Their selection and placement were planned so that they will not hide our church building from the
road or obscure our sign. These are evergreens, providing year-round color and contrast to the deciduous trees, but will
not become giants as is the case with many evergreens.
Our storage barn having been painted, we planted boxwoods and liriope to continue the
theme of plants on the church building's lower level. A 'Kaleidoscope' abelia in the bed's
center will provide colorful foliage that changes with each season, and a burning bush
anchors the corner. A backdrop was also planted behind our sign, with completion of
that bed slated for spring.

order form and check to Sandie Rodencal
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4 Plants per pot
0”
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1/2” 3 Plants per pot
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1/2” 2 Plants per pot
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1/2” 1 Plant per pot

5.00
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1/2” 1 Plant per pot

Color
Poinsettia

eck out to Peace Lutheran Church

__________________________________

mas Flower Order form
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Total

We are on winter hiatus!! Never too late to join the fun! See you in the spring?

out front looks great. They also started to landscape
around the new shed. If you would like to help with
these projects talk to Berdie Blersch or Claire Kessler.
They would love to have your help.
Duke
Energy
is
expanding their station next
door to us and they want to get
an easement from us to run
guide wire onto our property.
The guide wires would come off
of very tall poles and would
extend up to 55 feet into our
woods. I expect to know more
by early next year.

If you would like to bake some cookies but can’t make the
Cookie Pack please have your cookies to church by Sunday,
December 3rd and someone will get them to Christ Church.

□ In honor of:

Please place a Christmas Plant in the church:

□ To the Glory of God

□ In me

□ In mem

Name _________________________________________________
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□ In mem

Name _________________________________________________
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□ In honor of:
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□ In honor of:

Please place a Christmas Plant in the church:

□ To the Glory of God

Name _________________________________________________

We hear the proclamation of the message of the angels: “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good
news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:10–11).
We mingle our voices with theirs as we sing, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace
among those with whom he is pleased” (Luke 2:14)!
We receive the proclaimed Savior, Christ the Lord, not wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in manger, but wrapped in bread
and wine placed into our mouths for the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.
We feast in great joy indeed because of this great blessing from our Lord and God.

God’s people in ancient Israel also feasted with great joy. The Lord showered His abundant blessing on His people. And He
commanded them to feast upon it (Deut. 16). The people were to go to the place appointed, where the Lord would make His
name dwell, and give offerings, each man as he was able, according to the blessing of the Lord that He had given them (Deut.
16:10, 15, 17).
And there the Lord would bless them with joy as they feasted upon what the Lord had provided. They ate of the choice parts of
their offerings. They enjoyed the company of all the people of God as they together heard His promises of blessing, sang of His
bountiful goodness, and partook of what He gave.
We feast on the Word who became flesh to dwell among us, not just during Christmas, but throughout all the year.
We feast not just on the salvation He has wrought for us in His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, but we feast also on all the temporal
blessings that God gives out of His fatherly divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in us.
We enjoy the rich bounty that God provides, not only in Word and Sacrament, but also in house and home, property and
income, family and friends.
Let us then, as did our brothers in the faith from ancient Israel, give as we are able, according to the blessing of the Lord our
God that He has given us.
Let us, like them, give generously of the first fruits of our income, which He gives, so that all may know and enjoy the salvation
He gives and the joy we have in the Savior born in the city of David, who is Christ the Lord.

Trinity and St Paul Lutheran Churches
621 Parker Rd
Maysville, KY 41056
606-564-4493
OPEN and FREE to the public
Saturday, December 9th
11:00 am to 5:00 pm
Sunday, December 10th
12 pm to 4:00 pm

Work Up North
On October 29th Ascension celebrated the 500th Anniversary
of the Reformation in grand style. We had over 150 in
attendance at our bilingual service on Sunday morning. Both the French LCC and the
English LCMS congregations worshipped and received the Lord's Supper together, with
some members of our Chinese congregation attending as well. Pastor Somers, Pastor
Jacobsen of our partner church in Brazil, and myself led worship. Deb was up in the
balcony helping direct a small choir, and one of our talented musical families contributed clarinet, viola and
cello to the music. You can watch a video of the procession at the beginning of the service on our website.

Work Down South
A quick look at my calendar reveals how important work in Puerto Rico has become. I've easily spent 50%
of my time the last month working on projects related to the Commonwealth and its recovery from
Hurricane Maria.
One of the biggest challenges to our plans came in mid-October, when Rev. Matthew Ruesch announced
that he had accepted a call to serve a congregation in Michigan. His last day in Puerto Rico will be November
17. At the same time we are planning on having two short-term disaster relief workers come to the island.
One will start in a week and remain indefinitely, the other at the
beginning of December and stay until the end of January.

For unto you is born this
the city of David a Savior
is Christ the Lord.
Luke 2:11
Peace Lutheran Church
1451 Ebenezer Road
Cincinnati, OH 45233

Larry J. Rodencal, Pastor

