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From the Pastor:

The Present Time
God gives us the freedom to choose how we spend our time.
We can waste it, we can misuse it, we can abuse it, or we can use it
to accomplish God’s purpose in our lives. Choosing how to use time
is not always easy, because there are so many options and so many
possibilities. A certain percent of that goes toward taking care of
things and activities. A percent of that goes toward taking care of
people and relationships. We must also always remember to keep
relationships first above things and activities. It’s so easy in this materialistic age in which we live to spend all of our time on things and
activities rather than on people. I was humored by one of Fred
Leberecht’s quotes on our outside marquee – “Every single day is a
gift. That’s why it’s called the present; because it’s a gift.” When
someone gives you a present, it’s yours to enjoy and to appreciate
and to use. St. Paul writes in Ephesians 5:15, “Be very careful, then,

how you live –- not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every
opportunity, because the days are evil.”
Of all the gifts that God has given to us, time is one of the
most valuable ones we have. We each have a gift of time. A trust
from him, an investment from him to serve him and use in loving
him and serving others. You will notice again, it’s about relationships, not about “things.” God created the gift of time from the very
beginning. In Genesis 1 we read, “And there was evening and there
was morning — the first day.” He still rules over time till this day.
He’s given us 24 hours a day, 1440 minutes every day.
Since time is a gift, we want to use it to make a difference in
the lives of others, to make this world a better place to live. Every
hour that he gives to us is to be used to honor him with our lives by
the way we carry out our work and use his gift of time. When we
recognize the value of time, we use it to serve our Lord and to serve
our fellow man, and, therefore, we use it to live “Life at Its Best.”

From the President:
Garry Laaker

Welcome to the February issue of the Peace
Messenger. The various boards have started
having their planning meetings. Please check
their reports in the Messenger for upcoming
events and information.
Please note that the March voters’ meeting is
scheduled for March 12th following the
service.
The Lenten Dinners, starting with the Youth
Group’s Chili and Soup Dinner on March 1st are
being planned and sign up sheets will be up
soon.
Thanks again for your financial support of
Peace. If you haven’t seen the report in the
bulletins, we ended 2016 up by approximately
$3700. The year end statements are in the
mail boxes. If you need this sent to you,
please let me know.

As always, please keep Peace and our
members in your prayers. Have a great month
and don’t forget Valentine’s Day!

Peace Lutheran Church
1451 Ebenezer Road
Cincinnati, OH 45233
513-941-5177
www.peacechurchlink.com
Pastor Larry J. Rodencal

Sunday Morning Schedule
Christian Education Hour
9:15 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Altar Flowers

There still are dates available on
the new flower sign-up sheet in
the narthex.
Cost is $23.00.
When you sign-up please indicate
if there is a special reason for
givin g (l o vin g m em ory, i n
celebration of, etc.)

Offerings Received: $176,317.60
Expenditures:
172,575.80
Year’s End
$ 3,741.80

The distribution of giving for 2016 for
our 94 giving units was as follows:
$0
$1 - $100
$101-500
$501- $1000
$1001 - $3000
$3001 - $5000
$5001 - 8000
$8001+

33
3
8
12
18
13
5
2

February:

Doug Guenther
Paul Lade
Bob Selmeyer
Scott Somers

Head Elder: Chuck Ausman

Thank you for your continued support of
Peace.
O ur gi vi ng to tal was
approximately the same as 2015.

Don’t forget to go online
and check if your Kroger
card is still attached to
Peace Lutheran Church. This
must be done annually.

Next
Newsletter deadline:
Feb 22nd
Elders:
Chuck Ausman
It’s a new year and yes, some of us might stand to lose a pound or two…maybe three. Carrying around excess
baggage seems to cause problems, and we become tired easily. But the physical weight we carry is only part
of the excess baggage we haul about. Lugging emotional baggage also is heavy, placing inordinate strain on
our lives. Our relations with friends and relatives change and move out-of-bounds. Finally, there is the
spiritual baggage we endure as we fight against God each day. Seems like several problems. But not through
our effort, the situation ends just fine.
Underlined and in bold type are portions of three Bible verses.
Ephesians 4:31-32 31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form
of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave
you.
Ephesians 1:7 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with
the riches of God’s grace
Mark 11:25 “And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your
Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses.”

We need to dig into our pockets to pay the gym workout fee. We might ask the question, “How did God pay?”
It’s time to hit the gym….and church.
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Janet Wood
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Fred Leberecht
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Emily Underwood
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Debbie Dunham

15

Morgan Koelling
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Tim Miller
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Jessie Ausman
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Paul Lade
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Jackie DuBois
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Lucy Guenther
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Josie Somers

24

Karen Ringshauser

27

Tom Seibert

28

Bob Wood

February 22nd
1 - 3pm
in the Bible Study Room
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Randy & Debbie Dunham

13

Larry & Donna Huber

13

Charles & Donna Zimmer

15

Mark & Sharon Ginter

Board of Trustees:
Dick Keller

The Trustees want to bring everyone up to date on the new shed we
talked about in the December newsletter. We presented the idea at the
December Voters meeting. The Voters approved a building sized 24’ x
16’.
The Trustees are in the process of laying out
the placement o f the shed. When we have all
the details worked out we will apply for the
building permit. If everything goes the way we
hope, construction should be completed in April.
If anyone has any thoughts on the shed,
please talk to one of the trustees. Your input is
always appreciated.

Community Relations:
Dave Ringshauser

On Thursday, January 5, we had dinner and a visit with our adopted missionary
Pastor Charles St-Onge and his wife Deborah. He was on leave from Montreal,
Canada. The dinner was at 6:00 in the fellowship hall and featured St-Onge
Canadian Sweet Chili. After dinner, Pastor St-Onge gave an update on his mission work and took questions. In spite
of rather snowy weather conditions that day, twenty one people attended the dinner and social hour. Pastor St-Onge
serves as LCMS missionary to Montreal, Cayman Islands, Puerto Rico, and Jamaica.
Our first outreach project of the new year will be a Valentine gift for each of the Preschool children. This will be
distributed at their Valentine’s parties on February 10, 13, and 14.

Remember our Care and Share program. Canned goods and non-perishables may be brought in on any Sunday of
the month to help support our local food banks. The need continues to be great.

This Lent, we will gather for a season to
reflect on the places of the Passion. We
will read through the entire Passion

account as told by Luke, a small portion
each week, and you won’t be surprised
at the story.
It’s a simple story, and you’ve been to
these places before. The Upper Room,
the Garden of Gethsemane, the halls of
Pontius Pilate, the hill of Golgotha—
these are the places we remember
when we meditate on our Lord’s Passion. Yet when Jesus enters a place,
He never leaves it as He finds it. The most troubling places in our lives

Ash Wednesday
March 1st
6:00 pm
Bring a side dish or dessert to
share.

become the most amazing places of God’s grace when Jesus visits
them.

This year we will be participating in
a pastoral rotation each week for our Wednesday services.
March 1: Ash Wednesday – Pastor Rodencal, Peace, Delhi
Gethsemane: A Place of Strength
March 8: Pastor Richard Davenport, Trinity, Peach Grove
The Betrayal: A Place of eternal Love
March 15: Pastor Jason Hoerth, Zion
Mt. Washington, A Place at the Table for You
March 22: Pastor Allen Stuckwisch, Messiah, Greenhills
The Courtyard: A Place of Renewal
March 29: Pastor Milt Berner, Christ, Colerain
The Trial: A Place of God’s Will
April 5:
Pastor Everette Greene, Immanuel, Avondale
The Upper Room: A Place of service

No rotation during Holy Week Services
April 13: Maundy Thursday:
The Last Supper: A Place of Forgiveness
April 14: Good Friday: Golgotha: A Place of Simple Love
April 16: Easter: The Empty Tomb: A Place of Remembering

March 19th
Following church
More info to come in
March’s newsletter.

Lent begins March 1st. There will
be Lenten Suppers for those who
wish to participate. Please watch
the narthex for the dinner sign-up
sheet. Each week 2-3 families will
be responsible for the main course
and those who come are asked to
contribute with salad, side dish, or
dessert.
Come and fellowship
with each other. Eating will commence at 6:00 pm with clean-up
around 6:45 pm as church will
begin at 7:00 pm. Hope to see you
there!

April 1st - Parent Workshop, Zion
April 22nd - Federation Seminar on Infant Baptism
St Mark, Milford
April 26th - Making Comfort Pillows
St Paul
April 30th - LWML Spring Rally - Rosie the Comfort Dog
St Mark, Milford
More information will be coming in later Newsletters.

Stewardship:
Pat Laaker

We’ve all heard that stewardship is giving to the church of our time, talents, and treasure.
This alliterative trinity helps us see that giving is not just about money, but about our
whole lives. For God has given us everything we have and enjoy as we confess in the
meaning to the First Article of the Apostle’s Creed. And what we confess first among
those is that God gives us “our body and soul, our eyes, ears, and all our members, our
reason and all our senses.” Only then do we confess that he gives us material things. Thus
the time, talents, and treasure trinity places before our eyes the fact that we are to give something of all of these
things toward the mission of the church in thanksgiving for what God has provided. For everything we have and
indeed everything we are comes from God’s fatherly divine goodness and mercy.
The problem with this alliterative trinity comes when we replace one little word with another little word—when we
replace the word and with the word or. It is always written with the and, but when we read it, we read it with the or.
Thus this quite helpful trinity, which extolled that everything that we have and are is a gift from God and which is to be
pressed into the service of God in His church, turns into a trinity that we can pick and choose which of the trinity we
use into the service of God. The giving of our time, talents, and treasure turns into the giving of our time, talents, or
treasure.
Then the question arises: Can we give of our time and talents instead of our treasures? Or perhaps it is the other way
round: Can we give our treasure and not of our time and our talents? But these are the wrong questions. The right
question is, can we give of our time and our talents in addition to our treasure? Yes, indeed, we are called to give of all
three. The things that God gives us are not to be pitted against one another. They are given to us and we are to press
them all into God’s service for benefit of His church and our neighbors in need.
Thus we give all three. We give our treasure in the form of a generous, first-fruits, proportion of our income. We give
of our time in generosity for the benefit of Christ’s holy church. We give of our talents in the same manner. Since God
gave us all these things, we are called to give generously of all these things in faith toward Him and in fervent love to
our neighbors.

Work Up North: Plans are underway for a major evangelism push
in Ascension’s immediate community this summer. We will have a
summer vicar from Concordia Theological Seminary joining us in our
work.

Work Down South: I was in the Dominican Republic the third week of January for our annual
regional team meeting. We spent a fruitful four days looking back over the last five years and
preparing for the next five. One of my major tasks over the next few weeks is to gather partners
from across the Synod to support our work in Jamaica.

There is a spiritual thirst in Quebec. Please pray with us that it
would be filled with the Gospel of Jesus Christ!

To read their entire newsletter
you may view it at:
http://intheway.org/tag/newsletter
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Larry J. Rodencal, Pastor
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