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Marketing Jesus
Each year, we become shocked at the marketing of Christmas, this
past year was no exception. Even before October 31 (Halloween)
there was a subtle television advertisement by a name brand store
that suggested Christmas. I sat and watched and then questioned,
“Did I just see my first Christmas commercial?” Shortly after that
(November 2) one of the local radio stations began playing, “Silent
Night”, Frosty the Snowman” and various other songs of Christmas
continuously. Even “Black Friday” seemed to have begun before
Thanksgiving was over. Stores opening not just the day of Thanksgiving, but already had pre-sales prior to Thanksgiving Day. Each
year we become immersed in the advertisement of the marketing of
Christmas. For many this a turnoff – so when you saw my title of
Marketing Jesus - perhaps it did not sound proper, or feel right because we associate it with the immersion of commercialism.
I would propose to you that we do need to advertise Jesus, we do
need to market the Church. Why, I would even put it to you that it’s
biblical!
From the dictionary we read: ADVERTISE means 1) to describe or
draw attention to (a product, service, or event) in a public medium in
order to promote sales or attendance. 2) seek to fill (a vacancy) by
putting a notice 3) make (a quality or fact) known … ADVERTISE
from Latin advertere means ‘turn toward’.
Marketing is a form of communication between you and your
customers with the goal of selling your product or service to them.
Communicating the value of your product or service is a key aspect
of marketing.
The biblical emphasis for advertising is seen in the angel who interrupts the normal programing of Zachariah and Elizabeth, Mary, Joseph, and the Shepherds and then the multitude of angels that add
their “jingle” of glad tidings and praise. Even God places a billboard
in the sky with a star that moved and came to rest over the place
where Jesus was and the Wisemen who came and offered themselves and their gifts and returned.
So, in its purest form, when we are turning people toward Jesus. We
are advertising and marketing Jesus. That’s something we, and the
rest of God’s people, are not afraid to do. At Christmas, we remembered our Savior’s birth, sent by the Father on a mission of divine
grace. We proudly tell all who are still condemned and cursed that
there is hope. Empowered by Christ’s command and motivated by
our own grateful hearts, we become living advertisements,

which say, “In Jesus there is life.”

From the President:
Garry Laaker
Welcome to the first issue of the Messenger
of Peace for the New Year, 2017.
As
president, I look forward to working with you
and the Church Council. If you have any
questions or concerns regarding Peace, please
feel free to ask me, the Pastor, or any
member of Council.
During 2016 we gained three baptized
members and two confirmed members. We
lost one member by death and we released 1
other.
Our membership is 166 baptized
members and 138 communicants.
Please remember that you are all welcome to
join our Voter’s Assembly (you need to be at
least 18 years old) and you are also invited to
attend our council meetings. The Voter’s
meeting are the 2nd Sunday of March, June,
September and December and the council
meets on the 2nd Monday of the months when
there is no Voter’s meeting. The next council
meeting will be Jan. 9.
Please continue to keep Peace and our
members in your prayers.
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Sunday Morning Schedule
Christian Education Hour
9:15 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Thursday - January 5
6:00 pm
Fellowship Hall
(featuring St-Onge Canadian Sweet Chilil)
Join us Thursday, January 5th for an evening
with Missionary Rev. Charles St-Onge, wife
Deborah, and children Olivia and Sophia on
leave from Montreal, Canada.
Pastor St-Onge serves as LCMS missionary
to Montreal, Cayman Islands, Puerto Rico,
and Jamaica.

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
1

Bobby Selmeyer

2

Miriam Sheline

8

Steven Lipez

14

Shawn Somers

15

Mary Beth Hunter

16

Harry Ringshauser

25

Claire Kessler

26

Molly Guenther

27

Jack Craven

28

Charles Lipez

28

Deborah Sprague

28

Lauren Sprague

30

LaVerne Juengling

31

Bob Miller

Thank you to Amanda and
Sean Kaufenberg for all
their hard work on the
children’s Christmas Eve
program. The children all
helped tell the story of
Christ’s birth.
We hope
that the congregation
enjoyed the restoration of
the children’s program
being held on Christmas
Eve.

Next
Newsletter deadline:
Jan 26th

January 18th
1 - 3pm
in the Bible Study Room

Fellowship:
Mary Senger

We will be meeting later in the month of
January to plan events for the coming
year. If you have any suggestions for fun
things to do, please see Mary Senger. We
hope to have more fun and fellowship in
2017!!
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PLW would like to thank everyone who
participated in the “Joy of Giving”
project by donating an unwrapped gift
to Ronald McDonald House. 11 bags
filled with gifts were delivered on
behalf of Peace Lutheran Church.
Special thanks to Thrivent Financial for
their generous support through Action
Team Projects.

Received from Ronald McDonald
House:
Thank you for your thoughtfulness and for your compassion
for families with critically ill children. Thanks to you, the
children and parents living at Cincinnati’s Ronald McDonald
House can still find joy in knowing that the gifts of the season
will find them at their “home away from home.”
We wish you and your family a joyful holiday season and health
and happiness in the new year!
Jennifer Goodin
Executive Director

Peace Lutheran Church was given a grant
with which to purchase an AED Automated External Defibrillator. EMT Scott Somers, instructed several
congregation members on the correct
usage of the machine following the voters
meeting on December 11th.

Community Relations:
Dave Ringshauser

Last month, a “Love Was Born” nativity ornament was given to each of the
Preschool and Sunday school children.
Also last month, a banner ad was placed in the Community Press newspapers
(Delhi/Price Hill and Western Hills). This ad appeared in the Community Press newspapers in the form of a banner
stretching across the whole page width in the Wednesday, December 21 issue. It contained a schedule of our
Christmas services as well as well as the Bible passage from Luke 2:11. This ad reached approximately 30,000 homes.
Our first outreach project of the new year will be a Valentines gift for each of the Preschool children.

On Thursday, January 5, we will be having a dinner and visit with our adopted missionary Pastor Charles St-Onge and
his family (wife Deborah and children Olivia and Sophia). He is on leave from Montreal, Canada. The dinner will be at
6:00 in the fellowship hall and will feature St-Onge Canadian Sweet Chili. A mission update will follow. Pastor StOnge serves as LCMS missionary to Montreal, Cayman Islands, Puerto Rico, and Jamaica.
The Care and Share program will continue this year. Canned goods and non-perishables may be brought in on any
Sunday of the month to help support our local food banks. Thanks again to Scott Stout for serving as the coordinator
for this program.
I would also like to thank current Community Relations board members Doug Guenther, Dick Keller, and Mike and
Donna Seibert for their service on the board this past year and Pastor Rodencal for his input at our board meetings. If
anyone is interested in volunteering to join the board to help Peace Lutheran Church reach out to the surrounding
community, please contact me.

Along with the psalmist, we need to ask, “How can I repay
the Lord for all his goodness to me?” (Psalm 116:12) Our response to God’s goodness is determined by how grateful we
are. If we are only slightly grateful, we express our thanks in
token service and offerings. If we are very grateful, we will
“call on the name of the Lord” (Psalm 116:13) and serve him
always and give generously. My God grant all of us hearts
filled with gratitude for who God is and what he has done for
us.

This last month was a second month of busy travel, as I visited Houston, Elgin, Azle and
San Antonio in Texas, as well as Shreveport, Mandeville, Metairie and Lake Charles in
Louisiana, and Vienna, Virginia and Bethlehem, in Pennsylvania. A great big thank you
to all the people and pastors who hosted me, invited me to Christmas parties, and were
willing to share their lives and experiences as I shared mine.
After the celebration of the nativity of our Lord, we will be on our
way to Ohio for some visits with family and with congregations.

To read their entire newsletter
you may view it at:
http://intheway.org/tag/newsletter

Stewardship:
Pat Laaker

Celebrating New Years is a celebration of the past and the future. We take stock
of the past with thanksgiving and sometimes even relief (that it’s over), and we
look to the future in the hope and anticipation and perhaps even worry of what it
holds.
The point is that New Year’s celebrations remind us of who we are as opposed to who we would like to be;
what we have done in comparison to what we want to do. It reminds us of our accomplishments, but
mostly it reminds us of our failures. What we’ve lost. Who we’ve lost.
New Years is our own version of Dickens’ classic A Christmas Carol. And we all play Scrooge. We are visited
by the ghosts of our pasts, presents, and futures.
St. Paul writes: “The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that
having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work. As it is written, ‘He has
distributed freely, he has given to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.’ He who supplies seed to
the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of
your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way for all your generosity, which through us will produce
thanksgiving to God” (2 Cor 9:6–15).
St. Paul tells us that the Lord of all will both supply and increase what you need to give to the church for its
work in and for the world. He tells us that this work that God is doing in us will enrich and bless us in every
way and through this it will produce thanksgiving to God. With this in mind, here is some practical advice to
help you take stock of your giving of years past, which will help you to change what needs to be changed,
improved, or done away with altogether.
First, attend the Divine Service to receive God’s gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation. If you’ve not been
faithful in attending worship to hear the preaching of God’s Word, to receive forgiveness, and feast of the
rich food of our Lord’s body and blood for the eternal benefit of your body and soul, then repent and come
to receive the gifts God freely gives. God doesn’t want your money. He wants you—all of you (Matt 22:20–
22).
Second, pray for the Lord’s help. Your right as a Christian is to speak with your Father, the King of all
creation, freely through His Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ. Go to the throne of grace and ask for strength and
wisdom to follow His bidding faithfully (John 15:1–16).
Third, consider what the Church is and what the Church does. The Church is a mercy place. It inhales the
mercy of the Father by the death, resurrection, and ascension of His Son through the preaching of the
Gospel and the Sacraments. It exhales this mercy in love toward the neighbor. You are a member of the
Church, of God’s family. Thus, you are not only a recipient of God’s mercy, but a bearer of that mercy for
the life of the world. You spread that mercy in showing mercy through the generous giving of your income
to support the work of the Church in and for the world, as the Israelites did in the Old Testament
(Lev 27:1–34).

Peace Lutheran Church
1451 Ebenezer Road
Cincinnati, OH 45233

Larry J. Rodencal, Pastor
Church Phone: (513)-941-5177

