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From the Pastor:
Lent – A Time to Repent

For, as I have often told you before and now say again even
with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. Their destiny
is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their
shame. Their mind is on earthly things. (Philippians 3: 18, 19)
It's hard to think of anything more central to the Christian
faith than the cross of Jesus Christ. That's why it's so shocking to
come across Paul's observation in our text: "Many live as enemies of
the cross of Christ." Yes, it's sad, but it's true. And it's just as true
today as it was when St. Paul first penned these words by inspiration
of the Spirit of God. Many live as enemies of the cross of Christ.
Their values and morals are twisted, distorted in fact, turned upside
down.
And God has a word for each of us, even to those who like
to think of themselves as "the people of God." And that word is REPENT! Our text, you see, is also a call to repentance for each of us.
During this Lenten season, you and I have a special opportunity to
look into the mirror of God's holy law and take an honest look at our
lives and identify the idolatry that lurks deep within each of us, that
is, in our sinful nature. Does your stomach, for example, tend to become your god - that is, do you tend to indulge yourself and fill
whatever your (sinful) cravings require? Is your mind too often set
on earthly things? Do you march to a different drummer than the
world around you, or have you fallen into step with the ungodly? Are
you willing to go against the grain and defy our sin-ridden culture, or
have you become part and parcel of it? If I show indifference, is it
the same as condoning it? Are you so focused on the earthly that we
have forgotten, lost sight of the unseen realities of the kingdom of
God: his Holy Word and sacraments?
If so, it's time to repent. REPENT! Come back! Come back to
the Father's house, where you belong, and to his welcoming embrace. Turn around before it's too late! It's time for the truth. "If we
claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in
us. If we confess our sins, He who [God] is faithful and just and will
forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness" (1 John
1:8,9). For our Lord Jesus turned his enemies into his friends by laying down his life for all people. By his cross he won our salvation,
and in his death and resurrection, he has given us a whole new life
to live. We have his word on it, and we stand firm in the Lord and
the word of his grace.
Adopted from Harold L. Senkbeil
Triumph at the Cross

From the President:
Garry Laaker

Welcome to the March issue of the Peace
Messenger.
The March Voters’ meeting will be held on
March 12th. Please plan to join us and become
more involved in the work of your church!
The Lenten dinners are being planned. There is
a sign-up sheet in the Narthex. They start off
with the annual Youth Group chili and soup
dinner. Plan on joining us for our services and
dinners through Lent preparing us for the
celebration of Christ’s resurrection on Easter
Sunday!
The Spring rummage sale is scheduled for
April 1. Start gathering all that stuff you don’t
need and bring it to the Fellowship Hall.
Watch the bulletin for drop off dates.
As always, please keep Peace and our members
in your prayers.
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Cincinnati, OH 45233
513-941-5177
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Pastor Larry J. Rodencal

Sunday Morning Schedule
Christian Education Hour
9:15 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

March:
Randy Dunham/
Ruben Nystrom
Sean Kaufenberg
Eric Ringshauser
Scott Stout

MARCH BIRTHDAYS

Head Elder: Chuck Ausman

Ash Wednesday
March 1st
6:00 pm
Bring a side dish or
dessert to share.

March 22nd
1 - 3pm
in the Bible Study Room
Will be assembling
Easter cards

March 19th
Following church

Lunch Provided at church
By Fellowship Committee
Pizza/Drinks
Let Amanda Kaufenberg know
if you plan to eat lunch

1:00 - 3:30
Western Rollarama
5166 Crookshank
$6 to skate/Free to watch
Concession Stand available/
No outside food/drinks

2

Brett Vallandingham

4

Janet Hill

7

Sherrie Bowen

8

Don Pabst

17

Bill Spetz

18

Dot Keller

18

Landon Miller

18

Jessica Ringshauser

24

Barb Fuhr

25

Gabrielle Evans

25

Grant Evans

26

Doug Keller

31

Alex Griffin

The Sunday School children
will be singing with the
adult choir on Palm Sunday.
We are now practicing this
song.
We
encourage
good
attendance in order for all
to have enough time to
learn words and melody.

This Lent, we will gather for a season to
reflect on the places of the Passion. We
will read through the entire Passion
account as told by Luke, a small portion
each week, and you won’t be surprised
at the story.
It’s a simple story, and you’ve been to
these places before. The Upper Room,
the Garden of Gethsemane, the halls of
Pontius Pilate, the hill of Golgotha—
these are the places we remember
when we meditate on our Lord’s Passion. Yet when Jesus enters a place,
He never leaves it as He finds it. The most troubling places in our lives
become the most amazing places of God’s grace when Jesus visits
them.

This year we will be participating in
a pastoral rotation each week for our Wednesday services.
March 1: Ash Wednesday – Pastor Rodencal, Peace, Delhi
Gethsemane: A Place of Strength
March 8: Pastor Richard Davenport, Trinity, Peach Grove
The Betrayal: A Place of eternal Love
March 15: Pastor Jason Hoerth, Zion
Mt. Washington, A Place at the Table for You
March 22: Pastor Allen Stuckwisch, Messiah, Greenhills
The Courtyard: A Place of Renewal
March 29: Pastor Milt Berner, Christ, Colerain
The Trial: A Place of God’s Will
April 5:
Pastor Everette Greene, Immanuel, Avondale
The Upper Room: A Place of service

No rotation during Holy Week Services
April 13: Maundy Thursday:
The Last Supper: A Place of Forgiveness
April 14: Good Friday: Golgotha: A Place of Simple Love
April 16: Easter: The Empty Tomb: A Place of Remembering

Lent begins March 1st. There will
be Lenten Suppers for those who
wish to participate. Please watch
the narthex for the dinner sign-up
sheet. Each week 2-3 families will
be responsible for the main course
and those who come are asked to
contribute with salad, side dish, or
dessert.
Come and fellowship
with each other. Eating will commence at 6:00 pm with clean-up
around 6:45 pm as church will
begin at 7:00 pm. Hope to see you
there!

March 1st
Chili
March 8th
Taco Bar

March 15th
Breakfast for Dinner
March 22nd
Soup or Stew
March 29th
Pasta Night
April 5th

3

Anthony & Jill Evans

9

Wayne & Linda Koelling

Casserole

Elders:
Chuck Ausman
Certain seasons of the church year come with optional traditions. Lent has the period of traditional “ 40 fasting days”
not including six Sundays, starting on Ash Wednesday. Paraments are purple or violet signifying a penitential
character. Pastor will omit the “Hymn of Praise” from the liturgy as the joy of the Easter Resurrection has not
happened, yet. Christians “give up ‘things’ during Lent” or withhold food by fasting.
Saint Matthew and Martin Luther both give strong admonitions about fasting which like all good lessons lead us to new
understanding. Martin Luther preached a scathing sermon on “fasting”. He wrote, “But the worst of all is that we
have adopted and practiced fasting as a good work: not to bring our flesh into subjection; but, as a meritorious work
before God, to atone for our sins and obtain grace. And it is this that has made our fasting a stench and so
blasphemous and shameful, so that no drinking and eating, no gluttony and drunkenness, could have been as bad and
foul.”
Matt 6:16-18

16 “When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show others they are
fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 17 But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash
your face, 18 so that it will not be obvious to others that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and
your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.”
Fasting isn’t tied to our good works, even more so works of which we boast. What then is our connection to fasting?
Matthew 4: 1-11 tells us of Jesus fasting for forty days and nights in the wilderness. The devil tempts Jesus 3”If you

are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.”, 6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself
down.”, and 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.”
Jesus won the battle versus the devil in the Wilderness, just as Jesus has won the battle over the devil for us. Jesus
did not eat for forty days, something we could never accomplish. Yet God the Father protected and nourished him…
just as he promises to nourish and protect us.
In another sermon, Luther wrote, ‘It is not wrong to fast in honor of the name of an apostle, or to confess during Lent.
But neither does he who omits these things commit any evil by this omission. Let him who desires to fast and make
confession, do so, but let not one censure, judge, condemn or quarrel with his fellow over the matter. One individual
should be like- minded with another–tolerant of what the other does and regarding his action as right because in itself
blameless.”
So during the Lenten season take a que from the purple paraments… a penitential character. Whether you fast or give
something up for Lent or don’t do either, let it remind you of the battle Christ won for you. His sacrifice and suffering
because of his love for you. You need not boast, the victory is won. Take time to quietly tell the Lord, thank you.

Work Up North: We are planning another “French youth
event.” for the summer and I will be hosting an apologetics
retreat in French this fall. We will be heading ‘south’ to
Maine for a mission festival at Redeemer, Waterville at the
end of the month.
Work Down South: Last week I visited with the leadership of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Haiti, my first time in Port-au-Prince. Next week I will be in Puerto Rico working
with our two missionaries there. I’ve also been working on creating our first Foro for
Jamaica.
As of the end or January, we are a little over 58% funded.
Thank you all so much.

To read their entire newsletter
you may view it at:
http://intheway.org/tag/newsletter

Green Team:
Berdie Marsh
The Green Team doesn't quite know what to make of this spring like winter weather, but we decided to take advantage of it.
Fern and hosta debris and leaves were raked from the upper level beds and some weeding was done. February! - who'd a
thunk? Preen was applied to the upper level and along the west side. We hope the recent gentle rain watered it all into the
soil. The urn was cleaned and is ready for spring planting.
Our plans for this spring (the real one) are to get the small patio for the garden benches
completed, remove a stump near the east corner dogwood, and prune roses and nonflowering shrubs on that side of the church. Weeds particularly love those east-facing beds;
weed warfare will be a priority.
Berdie, Claire, Dick, Jenice, and Maggie welcome anyone who enjoys working outdoors to join
us in caring for our church grounds.

Community Relations:
Dave Ringshauser
Our first outreach project of the new year was a Valentines gift for each of the Preschool
children. This consisted of a Scripture Valentine card and cherry flavored pop. These were
passed out at the Preschool Valentines parties on February 10, 13, and 14.
The annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held on Saturday, April 15 (the day before Easter Sunday), at 1:00 pm. Thrivent will be
providing some funding in support of this event. More information on this will be following later.
The Cincinnati Federation of Lutheran Churches has entered a float in the Cincinnati Findlay Market Opening Day Parade
downtown on Monday, April 3. The theme of the float will be the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. This is an opportunity
for each of the Federation of Lutheran churches to get some exposure. The float has already been reserved and is presently
being built. Each congregation has been asked to donate $150.00 toward this effort, and Peace Lutheran has pledged this
amount (from the Kroger Rebate Fund).

Total

18.85
White
6” Gardenia

12.50
White
6” Peace Lily

8.75
White
4” Peace Lily

9.80
assorted
6” Regal Geranium

15.85
assorted
6” Azalea

13.75
Pink/Blue
6” Hydrangeas

9.80
Yellow
6 1/2” Daffodils

9.80
Purple
“

9.80
White
“

9.80
Pink
6 1/2” Hyacinths

9.80
assorted
6 1/2” Tulips

9.80
Purple
“

9.80
Yellow
“

9.80
White
6 1/2” Florist Mums

5.75
assorted
4 1/2” Mini Rose

5.25
assorted
4 1/2” Reiger Begonia

4.75
assorted
4 1/2” Mums

3.25
assorted
4” Violets

6 1/2” Easter Lily

white

9.80

Total
Color Cost
Variety
#

Return order form to Sandie Rodencal
Make check out to Peace Lutheran Church

Name ____________________________________
Phone number _____________________________

Due by : April 2nd

Easter Flower Order form

Remember our Care and Share program. Canned goods and non-perishables may be brought in on any Sunday of the month
to help support our local food banks.

April 1st - Parent Workshop, Zion
April 15th - Easter Egg Hunt
April 22nd - Federation Seminar on Infant Baptism
St Mark, Milford
April 26th - Making Comfort Pillows
St Paul
April 30th - LWML Spring Rally - Rosie the Comfort Dog
St Mark, Milford

Adam & Katie Laaker
1911 Stanford Ct.
Burlington, KY 41005

You may bring in your items for the Rummage
Sale beginning March 26th. Schedule is as
follows:

Next
Newsletter deadline:
March 22nd

A souper BIG Thank You to all who donated homemade soup and baked goods. What a selection
there was; 12 types of soup and all those goodies!!
Another souper BIG Thank You to those who purchased said soup and goodies. What a terrific way
to try out new flavors and recipes. Even if your fav
team didn’t win your soup supper was a winner!!

March 29th: Sorting and Setup 9:00 or
whenever you can make it
March 30th: More sorting and Setup 9:00
March 31st: Pricing 9:00am
April 1st:
Sale 9:00 - Noon
Volunteers are needed for sorting and setup.
More hands makes for quicker work! Why not
donate an hour or two. Also needed are baked
goods. Proceeds from the sale go to fund
various PLW projects.
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LWML Cincinnati Zone
“Jesus Loves the Little Children”
Servant Event
Saturday, March 25, 2017
9:30AM

Immanuel Lutheran - Avondale
544 Rockdale Ave
The LWML Cincinnati Zone is collecting items to assemble 100 age-specific children’s bags. Included will be toiletries, undergarments, school supplies, and youth Bibles for spiritual reading. Peace Lutheran has been asked to donate at least 50 of
each of these three items: kids socks (new), mini-bottles of water (Kroger has 24 for $3.19) and small journals for the kids to
write in and the collection box can be found in the Narthex. Come Saturday morning, enjoy a continental breakfast, and then
get busy packing. These bags will be distributed by Immanuel Lutheran to families in their community. Plan to attend and
bring a friend along.

Stewardship:
Pat Laaker
Lent is a season of repentant joy. There is joy in repentance because in repentance, God, through His Word, turns
us away from our sins — our failures of thought, word, and deed — to believe in the forgiveness and new life He
has accomplished for us in the death and resurrection of His Son. For our God is our Father, and fathers discipline
their children. He loves us enough to point out when and where we have erred, so that we are not weighed down
by false belief, despair, and other great shame or vice.
Thus we do well to listen to God’s Word, His own teaching, about giving. St. Paul exhorts: “Anyone who receives
instruction in the word must share all good things with his instructor” (Gal 6:6). This means that the local congregation is primary. In other words,
everything else that we might give to during the year — laudable and worthy charities — are to be on top of what we give to our local congregation. For
the local congregation is the place that serves us with the gifts of Christ’s death and resurrection. The local congregation is where our spiritual needs
are met when Christ’s atonement is preached, when the forgiveness of sins is proclaimed, when we were baptized into the name of the Triune God,
and when we partake of the body and blood of the risen and living Lamb of God.
But how much are we to give to this local congregation? His instructions are these: to give regularly (1 Cor 6:1–2), proportionally (1 Cor 16:1–2; 2 Cor
8:12), and generously (2 Cor 8:20) of our first fruits (Gen 4:4; Prov 3:9; Lev 27:30) with a spirit of eagerness (2 Cor 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor 8:7),
cheerfulness (2 Cor 9:7), and love (2 Cor 8:23).
Thus, giving to the church is not to be an afterthought, given after everything else is spent. In this way, it is deliberate. We give it regularly, whenever
we have income. We set it aside beforehand, before anything else is spent. From those first fruits, we set aside a proportionate and generous amount.
Ten percent was the standard for the Israelites. Tithing was a command for them. St. Paul never mentions a tithe. Since a tithe was the bare minimum
for the people of Israel in the Old Testament, perhaps St. Paul had more in mind. That aside, however, ten percent is an easy way to figure out an
amount. You simply move your weekly, bi-weekly, bi-monthly, monthly, or yearly income one decimal point to the left. And that’s it. That’s what you put
in the offering plate to support your local congregation so that you may continue to be a hearer of God’s word by sharing all good things with those
who teach it to you.
And how are we to give it? We give it with eagerness and earnestness. We give it cheerfully and with love, not out of compulsion. For through the
preaching of the gospel and the administration of the sacraments, God has made us His children, forgiven us all our sins, given us grace upon grace,
promised us life everlasting with Him in His kingdom, and filled us with His own Spirit, the Holy Spirit. This makes giving a joy. For it is more blessed to
give than to receive (Acts 20:35).
In repentant joy, then, do we hear God’s Word on giving, and we let that Word dwell in us richly. We let that word wash over our ears and seep into our
hearts, to turn us away from our own selfish desires and turned toward Him in faith and love. We love the Lord and His Word. And we desire to do it.
And when we have failed, that Word reproves and corrects, forgives and consoles. It calls us back to Him who is our God, our Savior, our Father.

Peace Lutheran Church
1451 Ebenezer Road
Cincinnati, OH 45233

Larry J. Rodencal, Pastor
Church Phone: (513)-941-5177

