From the Pastor:

John 14:1-3 (NIV) “Do not let your hearts be troubled.

Trust in God; trust also in me. 2 In my Father’s house are
many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am
going there to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to
be with me that you also may be where I am.”
Jesus taught His disciples many things. Some of these
seemed to be perplexing at the time that He said them.
The fuller understanding comes to light at a later time
when things have been fulfilled or accomplished. Such
perhaps are the words Christ spoke above.
Judaism was divided on the topic of life after death. Acts
23:8 (NIV) “The Sadducees say that there is no
resurrection, and that there are neither angels nor spirits,
but the Pharisees acknowledge them all.” The Sadducees
saw the grave as a one way trip – life is over. The
Pharisees envisioned a resurrection that was perhaps
spiritual, but not physical. There was also a mixture of
thoughts of the afterlife in Greek, Egyptian and other
cultures.

From the President:
Garry Laaker

Welcome to the April issue of the
Peace Messenger.
Christ has risen, He has risen indeed!
Thanks to everyone who helped in the
set-up, pricing, baking, etc. to make
the rummage sale another successful
event.

Also, thank you for your continued
support of Peace.
As always, please keep Peace and its
members in your prayers.

Jesus said “In my Father’s house are many rooms; . . . and
I am going to prepare a place for you” are words that
speak about a marriage. This was a promise that a groom
would give to his betrothed. Upon receiving permission
from both families the groom would return to his father’s
home and build a home for his bride. Upon completion he
would send word and the marriage would be celebrated.
By promising to do the same for us, Jesus announces His
plan to return when all things are completed and to take us
to live with Him eternally. Such is an image and promise
for all who live and/or die in the Lord. The promises of the
resurrection in His words, John 14:19 (NIV) “Because I live,
you also shall live.” awaits that time when our lives are
completed and we are united in Him as a groom is united
to His bride.
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Sunday Morning Schedule
Christian Education Hour
9:15 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

April:

This year's VBS will be July 9-13.
The program has not been decided
on yet. We are attempting to have a
meeting after church for all who have
serve and would like to serve. There
are some different ideas we have but
need your input. Date will be
determined soon.

Doug Keller
Garry Laaker
Mike Seibert

Head Elder: Ken Selmeyer

Great performance by the children on
Easter Sunday!!

April 25th
1 - 3pm
Bible Study Room

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES
7

Darrell & Kathy Donselman

22

Gary & Phyllis Morgenroth

Wine & Game Night
Friday
April 13th @ 7:00 pm
Bring a snack & game
to share
Please come unwind after a busy week with
fun, games, and fellowship!

Board of Trustees:
Dick Keller

Our church’s lighting project has started. We are changing all our lighting to LED. The lights
yellowing lenses will also be replaced with new clear ones.
As you enter the narthex outside the sanctuary doors and down the bathroom hallway, you will
be able to see how much brighter everything is. The bathrooms are getting flat panel lights. It’s
so bright that one person said now they can see all their wrinkles.
As of this writing, this is the first week of a two week project. So by the
middle of April, all the lighting will be done. The project final cost will be
$9,791.00 with $7,000 of the money coming from the Duke easement. The
remaining money will come from our Bequeath fund.
Thanks to J&R Electric for the great job!

APRIL BIRTHDAYS

1

Larry Huber

8

Colin Hawkins

8

Jason Kallay

9

Jayna Ringshauser

13

Chuck Ausman

13

Marian Schuk

16

Ken Selmeyer Sr

17

Pastor Larry

21

Diane Senske

24

Tom Booher

26

Hunter Keller

26

Pat Laaker

•May 19th @ 6:30:
Florence Freedom Game
Tickets between $9-$14.
This a great family fun outing!
Join us at the ballpark!
•June 3rd @ 3: 00: Pig Roast
▪Games start at 3:00
▪Pies must be submitted for the
Pie Baking Contest no later than
3:45.
▪Dinner will be served when the
pig is ready. (around 5 pm)
Bring snacks, and your own
drinks. Table service will be
provided.
▪July: Reds Game: Date TBD

LWML Ohio District
2018 Convention
June 22-24
“Walk in the Light”
Marriott Columbus Northwest
There is still time to register to
attend. There will be servant events
and interest sessions and meeting
old friends and making new ones.
Registration forms may be found in
the spring ODE or on line at:
https://www.lwmlohio.org/. Click on
the Events tab to find the listing for
the forms. The deadline to send
them in is May 15th.

Elders:
Chuck Ausman

The time of the year. April 15th is just around the corner. There are a lot of things to do. Mom & Grandma noted
that it was time to “get the spring cleaning started”. Dad called the kids to help with planting the spring flowers and
cleaning up the yard. The neighborhood robin was building a nest in the backyard tree. The Easter service was
great, and we best remember to water the flowers that were on the altar and now sit in the living room. Yes, it is a
good time, a busy time. It’s also a good time to reflect on the gifts we’ve been given, a time to give thanks.
Reading John 20: 19-21
19

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of
the Jews,[a] Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.”
Gift #1 Lik e the disciples, Jesus also stands am ong us. He is w ith us each day. A couple of Sundays
ago, Pastor mentioned our desire to be with Jesus. Then he flipped it and said it is Jesus who wants to be with us.
That is good company.
Gift #2 Jesus him self tells us tw ice, “Peace be with you.”. Like the family above, Jesus gives us a job to do,
and yes, we’re busy to be sure, but Jesus reaches out to us and tells us to relax. He is taking care of us. It’s good
to have a friend about.
Reading 1 John 1: 7,9

“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son
cleanses us from all sin. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.”
Gift #3 Through Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection, God is faithful to give us a better spring cleaning than Mom
& Grandma. Without doubt, our sins are erased. One spring cleaning is enough.
Easter Sunday has passed, but will never leave. We have a friend who is ever with
us always. We have Peace as no other can offer. We have forgiveness and
salvation eternally. It was that time of the year, Jesus had things to do. We
rejoice he loves us so much.

Work Up North:
It was a big month in Montreal, with the installation of the Rev Marco Antonio Jacobsen
as an associate pastor. He has already been helping with mission work in French and
English here in Montreal and in French in Quebec City. Pastor Jacobsen is a Brazilian
Lutheran pastor studying for a PH.D. at the Universite de Quebec a Montreal.
Work Down South:
The work we are doing in Puerto Rico continues to expand as we look towards bringing new workers to the
field. The disaster response will be entering a new phase as we seek to help harden key buildings in our
communities from more electrical grid failures. Gustavo Maita will
be ordained in Venezuela on April 8, and we look forward to having
him serve as a second pastor and missionary after his installation
To read their entire newsletter
you may view it at:
on April 15. I spent three days with the team in mid-March,
http://intheway.org/tag/newsletter
developing a new partnership with Lutheran Hour for work on the
island.

Dramatic Presentation of The Gospel of Mark
For decades, scholars have increasingly placed The Gospel of Mark in an oral
context, believing it to be a written document intended to be read aloud to an
audience.
Concordia Seminary’s dramatic presentation of The Gospel of Mark is not simply
a recitation of the text, nor is it a play based upon it.
Instead, you will hear the text of Mark come alive as never before in an interpretation of the way in which it might have impacted those who first received it.
At this time there still are 36 tickets remaining so you may still register at:
gospel-of-mark-cincinnati.eventbrite.com and it’s free.
St. Paul Lutheran Church

5433 Madison Rd

Blanket Brigade
10:00 AM (Lunch provided)
Messiah Lutheran
10416 Bossi Lane

Blankets will be cut and sewn for University Hospital to be given to
newborns. Jobs include cutting, sewing, pinning, ironing, and folding.
Bring your machine and white thread if you want to sew.

Join Hands Day 2018/Helping our OTR community
Date: Saturday, April 28, 2018
Time: 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Place: Over the Rhine/Tender Mercies, Inc
27 West 12th St
Cincinnati, OH
Join Hands with us to serve four OTR community. Typical work includes
cleaning, painting, weeding, planting flowers and playing Bingo with Tender
Mercies residents. Our team will spread out to the following locations all
within walking distance: Tender Mercies, Incl, First Lutheran Church, OTR
Community Church and Prince of Peace Lutheran Church.
cookout lunch will be served in the Tender Mercies’ courtyard.
projects finish up shortly after lunch.
Please RSVP by calling Jennifer Hall at 513-771-3991 or email her at:
jennifer.hall@thrivent.com.

A

Most

presents

Program followed by dessert reception and annual business meeting. Conventions delegates especially encouraged to attend.
Plan a car pool to bring friends

All Women and their
Guests are welcome

2:00 p.m. (with registr ation star ting at 1:45)
5433 Madison Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45227

By Karen Fischer
Sunday, April 29
St. Paul Lutheran Church

VBS IN Poland

Spring Rally 2018

Lutheran Women in Mission

Stewardship:
Pat Laaker

Our Father in heaven sent His Son, Jesus, to be our savior. His atoning sacrifice is the firstfruits of
all the dead, a pleasing aroma to His Father – and ours – so that His perfect life and death count
for all who believe in Him.
He claimed us as His own children in Holy Baptism. He sustains and strengthens our faith with His
Holy Word and His Body and Blood. As new creatures, who have put on Christ, we bear good fruit.
We do the good works prepared for us, which He makes known to us in His Word.
By faith then, trusting in the Word of God, we do what he says because He does not lie and always keeps His promises. For
“without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards
those who earnestly seek him” (Heb. 11:6).

And so the Lord promises: “Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the firstfruits of all your produce; then your barns will be
filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine” (Prov. 3:9-10).
How do we honor the Lord with the wealth that God has given us in His generosity? By giving it generously to those whom the
Lord has called us to love and support: your family, your society, and your church. And His promise is that in so doing, you will
never lack.
I can almost hear it now: “But that’s from the Old Testament!” But our Lord Jesus Himself gives us similar promises in the New
Testament. He says, at the conclusion of the parable of the talents, “For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will
have an abundance” (Matt. 25:29).
And then at the end of the parable of the dishonest manager, he says: “One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in
much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous
wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been faithful in that which is another’s, who will give you
that which is your own? No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money” (Luke 16:10–13).
And in His sermon on the mount, he says: “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and
where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and
where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:19–21).
We have become conditioned against these promises because of their misuse by the peddlers of the prosperity gospel – the
guys on TV who say you get rich by putting God in your debt. And thus, we miss out on the fact that God does reward temporal
faithfulness in temporal matters with temporal blessings.
It’s no quid pro quo. It’s all from God’s grace, His fatherly divine goodness and mercy. But those Bible passages just quoted do
in fact say what they say! It’s not the Old Testament’s problem. It’s ours. It is almost as if we have become so jaded against this
that we think it a virtue to be stingy with our offerings.
But our Father in heaven still loves to bless those who bless others. He loves to give to those who give freely and generously. In
fact, he challenges us to challenge Him: “Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And
thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a
blessing until there is no more need” (Mal. 3:10).
And so, while we don’t give so that we would get, we do receive from the Lord in order to give, and He will bless your giving
with more receiving. For “He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously
give us all things” (Rom. 8:32)?
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