From the Pastor:

From the President:
Garry Laaker

Just Some Thoughts

On the night when Jesus was born, we know of Mary, Joseph
and some shepherds who were present. Have you stopped and
thought of what each of these persons might have been
thinking?
Take some time and reflect, what might they have thought?

Welcome to the December issue of the Peace
Messenger. The celebration of Christ’s birth will
soon be here. We will prepare for the joyous
occasion with several special events at Peace.
The Christmas Dinner is scheduled for Dec. 1.
Everything will take place at church starting at
6:00 P.M. Hope to see everyone there!

Mary …. Joseph …. The shepherds

Pledge Sunday is December 2. The forms are in
the mailbox or see me.

Ever since that first Christmas Night, thousands have made their
journey to that place where He was born. Although, neither you
nor I have made that physical journey, we have, each Christmas
night, stood before the manger where the baby, the Christ Child,
was laid.

The annual cookie pack will again be held at
Christ Lutheran on December 3 starting at 9:00
A.M. This is another opportunity to join other
Lutherans in the area in a fun event.

What thoughts do you reflect upon?

The ladies Christmas brunch will be on
December 8. A signup sheet is available.

Truly, it is a silent night, but a holy night. In the midst of this
dark, chaotic world, there in the stable, all is calm, and all is
bright, around the virgin mother and child. Here you see God as
a holy infant, tender and mild, sleeping in heavenly peace. Here
we have hope, a reason to rejoice, a place of peace.

The final voters meeting of the year will be held
on the 9th. We will approve the final budget for
2019 and select next year’s council.

Here in the manger is visible proof that God does keep his
promises, that God does love you and the world. God is so
faithful, so loving, that he becomes an infant on Christmas Eve,
lying in a manger, looking up at you, just as real as the babies
you see today.
May the manger scene be for you more than just a nice seasonal
decoration. May it be for you a reminder that the Son of God has
been born. Here God begins the work of saving your soul. We
pray:
O holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us we pray!
Cast out our sin and enter in; Be
born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
their great glad tidings tell;
Oh, come to us, Abide with us,
Our Lord Immanuel!

The Christmas service schedule includes a
children’s’ program on Christmas Eve. See your
bulletin for the schedule of our other Christmas
services and please plan to join us.
Thanks to all of our members for making 2018
another great year at Peace. Thanks for your
continued support and I pray that everyone has
a blessed Christmas and a happy New Year.
As always, please keep Peace and our
members in your prayers.

Peace Lutheran Church
1451 Ebenezer Road
Cincinnati, OH 45233

513-941-5177
www.peacechurchlink.com
Pastor Larry J. Rodencal

Sunday Morning Schedule
Christian Education Hour
9:15 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

December:

Fellowship:
Mary Senger

Christmas Party

Dick Keller
Paul Lade
Dave Ringshauser
Scott Somers

Saturday, December 1st
6:00 pm
All courses will be served
at church this year

Head Elder: Chuck Ausman

Adult Fellowship Only

4th Annual
Peace Lutheran Women

Dinner Cost $8.00
Gift Exchange Limit: (optional) $10.00
Women exchange with women &
Men exchange gifts with men

Christmas Brunch
Saturday, December 8th
11:00 - 1:00
Brunch provided at no cost
Program : Christmas Bingo
Powered by
Thrivent Action Team monies
Supplying gifts for the Families at
Ronald McDonald House

For some additional fun wear your favorite wacky,
tacky Christmas shirt, sweater, tie, sock, etc. . .
We will be adding some games to the fun
and fellowship
Won’t you join us, it’s not to late to sign up

Consider donating
an unwrapped gift
Please RSVP by Dec 2
on the posted sign-up sheet
Gift idea list on page 6

ADVENT MIDWEEK SERVICE
at Peace Lutheran Church will be
on December 12 beginning at
7:00pm. A special service where
we will be some special people
who were part of the special
story that told of the birth of
Jesus Christ, God’s Son. Come
and join us this year.

The November and yearly financial reports will be
in the bulletin. Through October, we are approximately $9000 behind our expenses. If possible,
the finance committee would like for everyone to
pledge for next year’s contribution. The pledge is
your commitment to the Lord. Return your pledge
Sunday Dec. 2. Please remember Peace with your
prayers and gifts.

DECEMBER
BIRTHDAYS

December Sermon Series

“The Word Became Flesh”

A Sermon Series based on John 1:1–18
John 1:1–18 introduces one of the Bible’s greatest and grandest
books—the Gospel according to St. John. These eighteen verses
contain some of the most important words written—ever. They
explode with light and brilliance, truth and grace. And John 1:1–
18 is chock full of dearly loved Advent and Christmas themes,
with the most famous one being, “The Word became
flesh.” (John 1:14). That’s the focus of this series of sermons on
John 1:1–18.
The lineup is as follows:
“You Have My Word!” (John 1:1–5)
“A Man Named John” (John 1:6–9, 15)
“Chosen Children” (John 1:12b)
“The Word Dwelt among Us” (John 1:14a)
“We Have Seen His Glory!” (John 1:14b)

6

Pat Griffin

6

Nick Ringshauser

12

Kathy Donselman

15

Carter Kallay

15

Eric Schuk

16

Rylee Selmeyer

18

Chrissy Kallay

18

Shawn Vallandingham

19

Janet Beckett

20

Michelle Guenther

22

Donna Huber

22

Gail Somers

25

Wanda Rosenzweig

28

Jesse Koelling

29

Charles Zimmer

31

Sandie Rodencal

31

Nancy Stout

All good things
must come to an end!
Will not
be meeting
in the
month of
December

With that we need to liquidate the
script we have on hand. They will be
available after church, so if you will help us. We have a
wide variety and with Christmas coming it’s a great time to
start your shopping. The price is face value. Please help us
retire this program.

Elders:

Chuck Ausman

“Ad·vent” The word advent comes from the Latin ’ad' meaning 'to' and 'venire' meaning
'come'. The English word ‘adventus' means 'arrival'. Advent equals “To Arrive”. Yes, in
the Lutheran church “Advent” is the first season of the church year, but more important
is the “advent” or coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Tradition says “Advent” starts four
weeks before Christmas, December 2nd this year. The Advent Wreath is placed on the
altar with a total four candles, three being purple in color with one a very prominent
pink - the joy or rejoice candle. We anticipate the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Such an anticipation is more than four weeks prior to Christmas. “Advent
specifically focuses on Christ's "coming," but Christ's coming manifests itself among us
in three ways — past, present, and future.” (Lutheran Church Missouri Synod)
Fortunately, the Bible tells us God revealed the Advent of Christ centuries earlier. We need to investigate the Old
Testament. It’s evident that God has a plan for our salvation after the fall. Events were to occur, of which God clearly
told us. In, Isaiah 7:14, “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. The virgin will be with child and will give birth
to a son and will call him Immanuel”. We see another glimpse of Old Testament prophecy with, Isaiah 9:6, “For
unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” Another Old
Testament Advent. Isaiah 40:3 “A voice cries, “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the
desert a highway for our God.” Clearly God has a plan for our salvation.
During biblical times, when we normally think of Advent preceding Christmas, we read in John 1:14, “And the Word
was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full
of grace and truth.” More Advent from the New Testament, citing Galatians 4:4-5, “But when the fullness of time had
come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that
we might receive adoption as sons.” Mary also had an Advent where in Luke 1:30-33, “And the angel said to her, “Do
not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,
and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will
give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there
will be no end.” This Advent reached into the fields as the Shepherds arrived to see Jesus: Matt 2:11, “And going into
the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their
treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.”
Finally, the Advent birth of Christ certainly points to future events. In John 14: 2-4 we read, “My Father’s house has
many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? And if I go
and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. You
know the way to the place where I am going.”
What about us at Peace Lutheran Church? Even today ongoing, the Gospel and Sacraments focus our Christian
faith on our Lord and Savior Jesus. Luther’s Small Catechism The Second Article reminds us: “I believe that Jesus
Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord. He has
redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me from all sins, from death and from the power
of the devil, not with gold or silver, but with his holy, precious blood and with his innocent suffering and death. All this
he did that I should be his own, and live under him in his kingdom, and serve him in everlasting righteousness,
innocence and blessedness, just as he has risen from death and lives and rules eternally.”
Advent points our thinking back to the love Christ has for each of us. Reflect on the Pink candle and give thanks and
praise to Christ Our Savior.

Cookie Pack

Annual Nativity Festival

9:30 am

Dec 8th, 1 1 - 5:00pm
Dec 9th, 1 2 - 4:00pm

Monday, December 3rd

Christ Lutheran Church
3301 Compton Rd

Trinity Lutheran Church
621 Parker Rd
Maysville, Kentucky

Ephesians 1:16
I have not stopped giving thanks
for you, remembering you in my
prayers.

Thank you for welcoming our
family into the Peace Lutheran
Fold. We are blessed to have
sound and loving discipleship. We pray that we
continue to greater sanctification for the glory of
Christ.
Love,

Mission Sunday
December 30th
Our Fall Mission Sunday will be
held on December 30. On this
day, our adopted missionary
Pastor Charles St-Onge and his
family will be visiting with us. He will be at both
the adult Bible class and the worship service on
that day. A social hour is being planned after the
worship service.
More information will be
provided in the coming weeks in the bulletin.

John, Tonya & Bruce Cunningham

Stewardship:
Pat Laaker

Throughout his epistles and his preaching recorded in the Book of Acts, St. Paul refers, in
one way or another, to thanksgiving and thankfulness nearly 50 times. Whether vertically
toward God, or horizontally toward the neighbor, thanksgiving is a major theme within St.
Paul’s body of work.
What does this mean? It means thankfulness is intrinsic to the life of those baptized into
Christ. In other words, giving thanks is what Christians do as they live out their lives in this
world.
The problem is that we often forget this. Consider your average, run-of-the-mill, normal day. When you get home,
and your parents, your spouse or your children ask about your day, what first comes to your mind? After 99 percent
of things went right, went exactly as planned, were enjoyable and blessings, we tend to focus on and remember the
1 percent of things that went poorly, that didn’t go as planned, and that were nuisances.

We remember the bad things. We focus on discontent. And we fail to give thanks in all circumstances for everything
(Eph. 5:20) and to rejoice in the Lord always (Phil. 4:4).
Thankfulness and contentment go together. We are content with things for which we are thankful. St. Paul could be
content with having plenty or when in need because He gave thanks to the Lord for all things. He thanked the Lord
for those who had prayed for him and listened to his proclamation of the Gospel. He gave thanks for their good
works in and for the Church of Christ. He gave thanks for the grace of God in Christ Jesus and found that God’s
grace was sufficient for him.
So, give thanks for all things and in all circumstances dear brothers and sisters in Christ. For you have been saved
from sin, death, and hell by the death and resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ. You have been added to the very
family of God in an adoption of grace through Holy Baptism. God is your Father. Our Lord, Jesus Christ is your
brother.

But He not only provides for your spiritual well-being, He cares also for this body and life. Your Father in heaven
provides food and clothes, house and home, husband, wife, and children. He gives you reason and all your senses.
He has given you the raw talents that you have developed into careers. Everything you are and everything that you
have is a gift from His fatherly divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in you.
Give thanks for these things. Make a list – every morning if you must. Say them out loud. Sing about them within
the congregation of the saints. And remember this: God has given you these things so that you may be of service to
those around you – your family, your neighbors, your brothers and sisters in Christ. For to whom much is given;
much shall be required (Luke 12:48).

Community Relations:
Dave Ringshauser

The Board has selected a “Holy Family”
nativity ornament with bow as a Christmas
gift to each of the Preschool and Sunday
School children. These will passed out to
the Preschool children on December 19, 20,
and 21, and to the Sunday School
children on December 24.

Amazon & Apple Gift Card
Old Navy Gift Card
Clair’s Gift Card
Makeup kits
Head Phones
Craft Kits

Powered by Thrivent Action Team monies

Slime Kits

School Age

Little People Sets
Big Lego Blocks
Play Dough
Learning Toys

Teen

Preschool

Bath Time Toys
Grab and Stack Blocks
Sound & Light Toys
Toys for 0 - 12 months

Create your own Craft Kits
Remote Control Cars
Lego Sets (Girl & Boy)
Gift Cards

Baby

Gift Ideas

(If you don’t have an idea of your own)

There will be a table in the narthex to receive your gift.

With mounting medical bills and worry over their child’s
health, shopping for Christmas gifts is often low on the list of
needs of the parents staying at Ronald McDonald House.
‘Ronald’s Workshop’ provides a ‘shopping’ opportunity to
those parents for their children (patients and siblings staying
at RMH).

Our Fall Mission Sunday will be held on
December 30. On this day, our adopted
missionary Pastor Charles St-Onge and his
family will be visiting with us. He will be at
both the adult Bible class and the worship
service on that day. A social hour is being
planned after the worship service. More
information will be provided in the coming
weeks in the bulletin.
Please remember our Care and Share
program during this Christmas season.
Canned goods and non-perishables may be
brought in on any Sunday of the month to
help

Peace Lutheran Church
1451 Ebenezer Road
Cincinnati, OH 45233

Larry J. Rodencal, Pastor
Church Phone: (513)-941-5177

No New Year’s Eve or Day Worship

December 25th
10:00 am
Christmas Day Worship

December 24th
6:30 pm
Children’s Program: We Sing of His
Glory

