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"As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so
must the Son of Man be lifted up" (John 3:14).
Jesus reminds us of a time when Israel grumbled in
the wilderness and God sent poisonous serpents. After
thousands died, the survivors begged Moses to ask
God to remove the serpents. Surprisingly, God
answered No! The serpents would stay, and they
would keep biting people. But Moses was to lift a
bronze serpent on a pole.
Imagine you were bitten. All you had to do was look at the
bronze serpent on the pole, trust God's promise and you would
live. Jesus told Nicodemus, "As Moses lifted up the serpent in
the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that
whoever believes in Him may have eternal life."
Just like Israel and Nicodemus, you and I are infected with the
deadly poison of the serpent who bit our first parents in the
Garden of Eden. There is no way to save ourselves from our
poisonous sinful nature. So God sent His only-begotten Son to
save us.
When Jesus was lifted up on the cross He paid for our sins by
being punished in our place. Only when we look at Jesus and
trust the Father's promise to forgive us for Jesus' sake can we be
saved from the venom of death within us.
Nicodemus had a clear choice! Just like the ancient Israelites
bitten by the serpents and just like you and me today, we look
upon God’s plan of salvation, “For God so loved the world that
He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes (looks) in
Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)

Welcome to the February issue of the
Peace Messenger. The various boards
have started having their planning
meetings. Please check their reports in
the Messenger for upcoming events and
information.
Please note that the March voters’
meeting is scheduled for March 11
following the service.

This Sunday is the annual soup and
bake sale.
The Lenten Dinners, starting with the
Youth Group’s Chili and Soup Dinner on
February 14, are being planned and the
sign-up sheet is posted.
Thanks for your financial support of
Peace. If you haven’t seen the report in
the bulletin, we ended 2017 up by
approximately $6300. Thanks for your
support!
As always, please keep Peace and our
members in your prayers. Have a great
month and don’t forget Valentine’s Day

Lord Jesus, turn my eyes to Your cross, that I may
believe and live. Amen.
O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,
As Thou hast promised, draw us all to Thee.
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
Till all the world adore His sacred name.

LSB 837.4 Lift High the Cross
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Sunday Morning Schedule
Christian Education Hour
9:15 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Our Sunday School kids are working on a new

creative song, lots of fun. Yes, we are
starting to discuss VBS, so watch for
details.

We'll see you at 9:15 every Sunday.

FEBURARY BIRTHDAYS
3

Janet Wood

7

Fred Leberecht

8

Emily Underwood

12

Debbie Dunham

15

Morgan Koelling

16

Tim Miller

18

Jessie Ausman

19

Paul Lade

20

Ann
Beckelhymer

21

Jackie DuBois

22

Lucy Guenther

22

Josie Somers

24

Karen Ringshauser

27

Tom Seibert

28

Bob Wood

February:
Doug Guenther
Collin Hawkins
Bob Selmeyer
Scott Somers

The distribution
of giving for
2017 for our 68
giving units was
as follows:

Head Elder: Tom Booher

Board of Trustees:
Dick Keller

Back in December, I wrote that
Duke Energy wanted an easement
on our property back in our woods.
After some negotiation, Duke will
give us $7,000 for
approximately 1/3
acre of land. We
will discuss what to
do with this money
at the next Voters
meeting.

$1 - $500
19
$501-2000 20
$2001-4000 16
$4001-6000 8
$6000 +
5

If you have any questions,
please let me know and thank
you for your continued support
of Peace

For the year: 2017
Total Income toward budget $182,324.68
Expenses
176,027.89
In the black
$ 6,296.79

Community Relations:
Dave Ringshauser

Our first outreach project of the new year will be a Valentines gift for each
of the Preschool children. This will be distributed at their Valentines parties on
February 9, 13, and 14.

The annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held on Saturday, March 31 (the day before Easter Sunday), at 1:00 pm.
Thrivent will be providing some funding in support of this event through their Thrivent Action Team program.
Remember our Care and Share program. Canned goods and non-perishables may be brought in on any Sunday of
the month to help support our local food banks.

Sign-up sheet is in the narthex.

We would like for at least 2 families to
sign up each week.

Dinners are served from 6:00—6:45.
Please ‘everyone’ needs to help with
cleanup at 6:45.
Those attending are asked to bring a side
dish or dessert.
Ash Wednesday, February 14th
Youth Group
Chile & homemade soup
Wednesday, February 21th
“Pasta Night”

Service begin at 7:00 each Wednesday evening

Wednesday, February 28th
“Breakfast for Dinner”
Wednesday, March 7th
“Soup or Stew”

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES
11

Randy & Debbie Dunham

13

Larry & Donna Huber

13

Charles & Donna Zimmer

14

Fred & Marge Leberecht

15

Mark & Sharon Ginter

Wednesday, March 14th
“Taco Bar”
Wednesday, March 21st
“Casseroles”

Pastor Larry would like to thank the members
of the congregation and the Ladies of Peace
Lutheran for the various Christmas gifts
received. They were received with joy and in
thanksgiving for each of you.
Pastor Larry Rodencal and Sandie
February 21st
1 - 3pm
Bible Study Room

Peace Lutheran Church
MISSION FESTIVAL INVITE

April 28, 29
Speaker:

Rev. Brent Smith

Purpose:

Raising awareness and support for LCMS World Mission
projects and missionaries
Peace Lutheran invites you to plan ahead and attend a special time with us on Saturday, April 28 and Sunday,
April 29. MISSION CENTRAL is coming to Peace Lutheran. Pastor Brent Smith will be sharing the stories of many
of our Missionaries in the LCMS throughout the world. It’s amazing where God is sending us and how He is
fulfilling the Great Commission through us, His Church and the Missionaries that we send.
YOU NEED TO KNOW w hat is being accom plished by our M issionaries in the M ission Fields.
YOU NEED TO KNOW that they need your support.

Work Up North

This past Sunday Ascension also approved the call to Rev. Marco Jacobsen to serve as an
associate pastor with us. This will be a tremendous help as I continue my work "down south." Pastor Jacobsen is
fluent in Portuguese, Spanish, French and English and I believe the Lord has sent him to Montreal at just the right
time.
In the coming days I hope to start a new weekly devotional email to use with the many visitors who come to our
Facebook page and website looking for truth and knowledge about God. You will also be able to sign up; I will send
the information when it's ready.

Work Down South
I spent ten days in the south this month, making trips to Puerto Rico, the Dominican Republic, and Jamaica. In each
place we saw good forward movement on the Lord's work in those
countries.
In the Dominican we had three productive days of regional team meetings,
setting the strategic plan and budget for Latin America and the Caribbean
for the next year or two. We continue to find and pray for ways to do more
with less.

To read their entire newsletter
you may view it at:
http://intheway.org/tag/newsletter

Dear Women of Peace Lutheran;
I sincerely apologize for the lateness of this thank you for your generous gift in support of the work the Lord has called us to do! It is very much appreciated. We remember with fondness our visits to your congregation. I’m looking forward to being at the
LWML convention in Ohio this summer. Perhaps I will see some of your there!
In Christ’s service with you,
Charles St-Onge

Stewardship:
Pat Laaker

“I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with
the earnestness of others. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was
rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich” (2
Corinthians 8:8-9).
Without commands or even arm-twisting, St. Paul encourages, even challenges, the Church in
Corinth to demonstrate the sincerity of their faith by their generosity in giving. He does this
because giving generously is a gift of the Spirit given to us through the Gospel.
St. Paul wrote: “But just as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your
love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving” (2 Corinthians 8:7). In other words, just as we grow in faith and
speech and knowledge of eternal things by the Holy Spirit through the Word of God, so also do we grow in giving from the
same Spirit through the same Word.
The problem is that the grace of generosity often grows cold in us. It’s not so much that we stop giving, but we don’t put it
first. We treat it like all the other bills that must be paid. It becomes a chore, just one more thing to check off a list of things
to do. That empties it of its spiritual power and robs us of the joy that Christ and the Scriptures assign to it.
On top of that, since this generosity is linked to faith and knowledge of divine things, a lack of excelling in giving is a sure sign
that our faith and knowledge of God are under attack as well.
Thus St. Paul points to the foundation of generosity: the generosity of Christ Himself. Even though He was rich, He became
poor so that we who are poor might become rich. Thus, the incarnation, suffering, and death of our Lord on the cross is the
reason, source, and driving force for our generosity in giving to the church.
And since Christ who was rich became poor so that we might be rich in His grace—of which generous giving is part—so we
also who are rich in His grace can excel in pressing His grace into service toward the gracious work of the church.
Pay attention to what you give to the church so that you may excel at it. And if you find that your heart has grown cold or
indifferent toward it, immerse yourself in God’s Word. Read it at home. Attend Bible Class. Hear and listen to it preached in
the Divine Service.

All events held at the LCMS-U Student Center at The Historic
Jefferson Ice House, 3210 Jefferson Ave, Suite 2, Cincinnati 45220

For more information and updates go to the Students of the
Reformation website at www.srlcmsu.org

Game Night

Sunday, February 25, 2018
5:00—8:00 PM

Friday, February 16, 2018
7:00—9:30 PM

Movie Night

Thursday, February 8
A Man Named Martin-Part 1—The Man : Session 4
Thursday, February 15
A Man Named Martin- Part 1—The Man: Session 5
Thursday, February 22
A Man Named Martin- Part 2—The Movement: Session 1
Thursday, March 1
A Man Named Martin- Part 2—The Movement: Session 2

Topic: A Man Named Martin
The influence and impact of Luther's life is the stuff of serious study.
As a forlorn sinner feeling lost and desperate before God, a stern and
exacting Judge, Luther desponded of all hope for eternity. But as one
who came to cling to the Spirit-delivered truths of justification by
faith and the liberty believers experience by God's grace, he
rebounded to become a triumphant ambassador for the Gospel.

Food for Body and Soul

Dinner and Video/Bible Study
Thursday Nights from 6:30—8:30 PM

Cincinnati’s LCMS-U Campus Ministry

Students of the Reformation

Be reminded of what Christ has done for you in His incarnation, suffering, and death. For this will strengthen your faith and
knowledge. And where that excels, so will the grace of giving excel also.

Bridging the Gap - Servant Event
Time: 9:00 AM - includes breakfast
Where: Christ Lutheran
3301 Compton Rd

What: Ladies will sort and pack collected items for transportation to Prince of Peace
Church.

See following list for needed items: blankets, coats, socks, hats, gloves, paper towels,
Lysol or Pine Sol, vinegar, bleach, hand sanitizer, hand wipes

The annual Easter Egg Hunt will be held on Saturday, March 31
(the day before Easter Sunday), at 1:00 pm. Thrivent will be
providing some funding in support of this event through their
Thrivent Action Team program.

Now’s the time to be cleaning those drawers and closets
before the weather gets nice and yard work needs to begin.
All those unneeded, gently used items, will be the perfect
donation towards the April rummage sale. Items may be
brought in beginning April 2nd the Monday following Easter
Sunday.

Dramatic Presentation of The Gospel of Mark
“Allow yourself to hear the Gospel of Mark and to be confronted by it orally,”
Voelz said. “It is not that silent reading is wrong, but such a reading will not
reveal to you the depth of beauty and drama of this outstanding Gospel.” Come
and be enthralled by Mark’s words, his images and his message of the rule and
reign of God!
See the front page of the Cincinnati Lutheran paper for 3 ways to obtain
free tickets!

Blanket Brigade

10:00 AM (Lunch provided)
Messiah Lutheran
Blankets will be cut and sewn for University Hospital to be given to newborns. Other
jobs include pinning, ironing, folding. Bring your machine and white thread.
St Paul Lutheran Church
4233 Madison Rd
2:00 PM
Karen Fischer VBS Missionary to Poland
Dessert reception following presentation
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