From the Pastor:

Mission

On December 31st each of us took a quick reflection of the passing year
as we turned the pages of the calendar for the New Year. Recently we
did the same in our Sunday Worship. We took a brief review of our
church activities and the various ways that we have conducted our
ministry with one another, our community and the world. We discussed
and discovered the various ways (ministries) where we (as a
congregation) have shared the Light of Christ. Take a look at the list of
activities that Peace Lutheran was involved in over the past year.

From the President:
Garry Laaker

Welcome to the first issue of the Messenger
of Peace for the New Year, 2018. As
president, I look forward to working with
you and the Church Council. If you have
any questions or concerns regarding Peace,
please feel free to ask me, the Pastor or
any member of Council. (See page 2 of
newsletter for list of council members.)
During 2017 we gained two baptized
members and four confirmed members. We
released one baptized and four confirmed
members. Our membership is 168 baptized
members and 138 communicants.
Please remember that you are all welcome
to join our Voter’s Assembly (you need to
be at least 18 years old) and you are also
invited to attend our council meetings. The
Voter’s meeting are the 2nd Sunday of
March, June, September and December and
the council meets on the 2nd Monday of the
months when there is no Voter’s meeting.
The next council meeting will be Jan. 9.
Please continue to keep Peace and our
members in your prayers.

The list is incomplete, I’m sure you could add a few more. The checkmarks were an exercise that we began by listing those activities that
shared the Light of Christ beyond our four walls... in other words, ways
in which we shared the message of God’s love in our community and
throughout the world. Can you complete that exercise?
Many times we don’t really feel like we’re participating in the mission of
the Church. Many times we feel that the church serves us – inwardly.
As we look at the list of activities of the past year we can see that a
mission of Peace Lutheran Church is reflected. The mission is a
reflection of Christ through us by helping others in simple acts of
kindness, meeting their needs and sharing the Love of Christ (Matthew
25:34-39). For “I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least
of these brothers of mine, you did for me.” Matthew 25:40. In 2018,
what activities do you want to be involved in?
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Thank you to the Sunday
School children for the
beautiful message they
delivered Christmas Eve.
Acknowledgement
to
Pastor and Amanda for
selection and direction, of
the program, also our
teachers, Pat Laakker,
Dick
Keller,
Kathy
Selmeyer, and parents who worked with the
children on lines, music and costumes. Of course
thank you to Donna Seibert for her expertise on
guitar.

We'll see you at 9:15 every Sunday.
Blessings to you all, for 2018.

We will be meeting later in the month
to plan the events for the year. If you
have any ideas, please let Mary Senger know.

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
1

Bobby Selmeyer

2

Miriam Sheline

8

Steven Lipez

14

Shawn Somers

15

Mary Beth Hunter

16

Harry Ringshauser

25

Claire Kessler

26

Molly Guenther

27

Jack Craven

28

Charles Lipez

28

Deborah Sprague

28

Lauren Sprague

30
31

LaVerne Juengling
Bob Miller

January 17th
1 - 3pm
Bible Study Room

The new sign-up sheet is
available for altar flowers in the
narthex. Cost is $23.00. When
you sign-up please indicate if
there is a special reason for
giving
(loving
memory,
in
celebration of, etc.)

Community Relations:
Dave Ringshauser

Last month, a “Believe and Receive” nativity ornament was given to each of the Preschool
(Dec 15, 19, and 20) and Sunday school (Dec 24) children.
Also last month, a 4.5-inch by 5.0-inch color ad was placed in the Community Press
newspapers (Delhi/Price Hill and Western Hills). This ad appeared in the Community Press newspapers on Wednesday,
December 20. It contained a schedule of our Christmas services as well as the Bible passage from Matthew 1:21. This ad
reached approximately 30,000 homes.
Our first outreach project of the new year will be a Valentines gift for each of the Preschool children.
The Care and Share program will continue this year. Canned goods and non-perishables may be brought in on any Sunday of
the month to help support our local food banks. Thanks again to Scott Stout for serving as the coordinator for this program.
I would also like to thank current Community Relations board members Doug Guenther, Dick Keller, and Mike and Donna
Seibert for their service on the board this past year and Pastor Rodencal for his input at our board meetings. If anyone is
interested in volunteering to join the board to help Peace Lutheran Church reach out to the surrounding community, please
contact me.

Sunday, after church
Feb 4th

Grab a pint or quart of homemade soup to
take home an eat while you are watching the
game. Don’t forget some bread or dessert to
finish out your meal.

Donated soups and baked goods needed.
Proceeds go towards PLW mission projects.
Questions?
Ask Pat Laaker or Sandie
Rodencal

LENT BEGINS February 14
Plan now to attend the Lenten Midweek Services beginning on Ash
Wednesday, February 14. This year we will be rotating pulpits
with various pastors from the Cincinnati Circuits. The theme for
this year’s Lent is “Return to the Lord.” Maundy Thursday is
March 29th, Good Friday is March 30th and Easter is April 1st this
year.
Lenten Dinners will be held each Wednesday beginning at 6:00
prior to the Wednesday night service beginning at 7:00.

JANUARY
ANNIVERSARIES
31

Doug & Lori
Keller

Elders:
Chuck Ausman

Sixty-two million, nine hundred thousand. What does that number represent? In this case, it represents the
number of Google internet sites that deal with “depression after Christmas”. Talk about “Debbie Downer”.
How can this be, we’re talking about Christmas!…or are we talking about “after Christmas”. Perhaps we’re
talking about the “usual ups and downs” of living?
One of the sites was written by a man named John McKenzie (McKenzie), Hypnotherapist from the United Kingdom
offer some of his words of insight in (italics) (3) as to the cause of this post-Christmas depression:
Unmet & Unrealistic expectations. “People can feel that they’re expected to have a perfect Christmas – to get
everyone exactly the right presents, and to see everyone and keep them all happy.” But reading from John
1:14 ESV “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” Further 1 Peter 2:22 ESV “He committed no sin, neither was
deceit found in his mouth.” Christ was perfect, the gift of Jesus was perfect. Everyone received the perfect
present, Christ the Lord. Christ has covered all of your sins, died for you, paid every price, and not only the
realistic, but the assurance of salvation and everlasting life.
Guilt about Behavior or Spending: “perhaps about someone else we didn’t visit, or about an overlooked present. And
it’s no shock to hear that people can feel obliged to spend too much as well.” McKenzie throws the blanket of guilt
on each of us, but the Bible in Psalm 103:11-12 ESV states, “For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so
great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our
transgressions from us.” Anything you did, or did not do is removed. Removed does not come back. Two other
verses: 1 John 2:1 ESV “My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” and 1 Peter 5:7 ESV
“Casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you.”
Rumination: “the excessive picking over of our behavior and experiences.” Back and forth we go. What shall I
do first?, second…no second should be first…. I should have….. I’m worried…. What if???? What are they
thinking? Let us get back to more peaceful thinking. Everything you fret about each day will not diminish
Christ’s love for you. Period. Paul says in Romans, “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither
angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our
Lord.” – Romans 8:38-39, NIV
Think a little further. 1 John 4:18, NIV says that “perfect love drives out
fear”. This is not our “perfect love”, it’s God’s “perfect love” for us. You and me. Christ’s perfect love “It
drives out fear”. Return to the phrases above. ..“the excessive picking over of our behavior and
experiences.”, What shall I do first?, second…no second should be first…. I should have….. I’m worried….
What if???? What are they thinking? These are all manifestations of fear. Christ drives out fear. We’re to
be joyful, not fearful. You’re saved. “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God,
which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. ”
– Philippians 4:6-7, NIV
Let’s see. A perfect baby gave you a perfect gift. The gift will never be taken away. Christ loves you without
exception so don’t feel guilty. Your sins are “farther than east from west”. All fear is taken from your life,
driven out. God’s plan for you started before time. Christmas was a joyful time in that plan. Angels were
singing. John McKenzie wrote about depression after Christmas. Not one word in his writing mentioned Christ.
John McKenzie, “that’s reason to be depressed.”
Numbers 6:24-27 is sometimes called Aaron’s blessing. You’ve heard it
hundreds of times.
“24 The Lord bless you and keep you; 25 the Lord make his face to shine upon
and be gracious to you;26 the Lord lift up his countenance[a] upon you and give
peace.”
These are all things Christ Jesus did for you and me. Thank You Jesus.

you
you

Answer will be posted next Sunday on the bulletin board.

MISSION FESTIVAL INVITE
Peace Lutheran invites you to plan ahead and attend a special time with us on Saturday, April 28 and Sunday, April 29.
MISSION CENTRAL is coming to Peace Lutheran. You will hear the stories of many of our Missionaries in the LCMS throughout
the world. It’s amazing where God is sending us and how He is fulfilling the Great Commission through us, His Church, and
the Missionaries that we send. YOU NEED TO KNOW what is being accomplished by our Missionaries in the Mission Fields.
Mission Central began in 1994 with a unique and “not normal” layman by the name of Gary Thies. “Not Normal” because he
too was being called by God to educate and to raise the awareness of our missionaries in the LCMS. Beginning in 2016 Rev.
Brent Smith has joined this “not normal” staff at Mission Central after serving 16 years in the Mission Fields of Kazakhstan,
Russia, Germany and Central Asia.
Rev Brent Smith will be joining us for two workshops of Stories from the Mission Field on Saturday, April 28 at Peace
Lutheran. The schedule will be announced in a later communication but will entail - a late afternoon workshop followed by a
free dinner provided by the members of Peace Lutheran and that, followed by another opportunity where more Mission
Stories will be presented. Come for one or come for all – it makes no difference – but come to hear of how God is at work.
Pastor Brent will also be guest speaker at Peace Lutheran on Sunday, April 29 for Bible Class at 9:00 and our Worship
Service at 10:30.

Stewardship:
Pat Laaker

It’s a new year. It’s a time when we take stock of the year past in order to improve the year to
come. It’s a time when we sit down to plan and implement what we want to accomplish and
even change. Part of that is planning our stewardship for the coming year.
Often we find this difficult and daunting and even joyless. But it doesn’t have to be. In fact, it is
really quite simple and full of joy. So here are some tips to make that planning less stressful.
You begin by answering these three questions: Who are you? To whom do I give? And how
much?
So, who are you? The Table of Duties in the Small Catechism informs us. Are you a hearer of God’s Word? Are you a citizen of
society? Are you a member of a family? Stewardship covers these three estates: church, society, family. We don’t particularly
struggle to give to society or family. Our struggles, our difficulties and our questions arise in giving to the church.
So, what is our duty as members of the church with regard to giving? The Table of Duties, again, gives us a guide. If you are
a hearer, a member of the church who receives instruction, St. Paul taught: “Anyone who receives instruction in the word
must share all good things with his instructor” (Gal. 6:6). This means the local congregation is primary.
Your pastor is the one called to preach the Gospel to you and administer the Lord’s blessed sacraments to you. Your
congregation is the place where those things happen. Thus, when God calls us to give to the church, He has the local
congregation in mind. For “the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their living from the
gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14).
How much do we give to the local congregation? Our only instructions are these: to give regularly (1 Cor. 6:1–2),
proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12), and generously (2 Cor. 8:20) of our first fruits (Gen. 4:4; Prov. 3:9; Lev. 27:30)
with a spirit of eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7), and love (2 Cor. 8:23).
In other words, giving to the church is not to be an afterthought, given after everything else is spent. In this way, it is
deliberate. We give regularly – weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, quarterly, or yearly – keeping in mind our own strengths,
weaknesses, and limitations. We set it aside beforehand – before anything else is spent.

From those first fruits, we set aside a proportionate and generous amount. Ten percent was the standard for the Israelites.
This was a command for the ancient Israelites. We can give as much as we want, but ask yourself: do we really want to be
less generous than was commanded of the Israelites? Is the job of the New Testament Church bigger or smaller than the job
given to Israel?
And how are we to give it? We give it with eagerness and earnestness. We give it cheerfully and with love, not out of
compulsion. For through the preaching of the gospel and the administration of the sacraments, God has made us His children,
forgiven us all our sins, given us grace upon grace, promised us life everlasting with Him in His kingdom, and filled us with His
own Spirit, the Holy Spirit. This makes giving a joy, as Jesus said, “it is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).
It’s that easy. And it is joyful. For in stewardship, our gracious and giving Lord invites us to take part in the work that He
accomplishes here on earth, providing for the ongoing preaching of the gospel as well as those who are in need. Taking part
in that makes all our work holy – work that is done in service to the Lord as priestly members of His kingdom.

“I tell you the truth, whatever you did for
one of the least of these brother of mine,
you did for me.” Matt 25:40
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