From the Pastor:
Do you know anyone who wear pearls? has pearl earrings? a
pearl pin? or a pearl ring?
I wonder how many have considered that the pearl they consider
so beautiful, precious, and valuable is the product of pain. Let
me explain: when a foreign substance, an irritant, usually a grain
of sand, gets into the oyster's shell, it causes pain. That's when
the oyster coats that abrasive object with a substance called
nacre. Layer after layer of the stuff encapsulates the irritant. The
end result is the formation of a beautiful pearl.
It occurs to me the Lord has done much the same thing for some
of the very special people I have known. In almost every case,
an outside irritant inserted itself into their lives. That irritant may
have been something small, and some of the time it is large
nonetheless it is troublesome!
Now these people could have allowed the irritant to destroy
them. They could have, but they didn't. Instead of giving up in
despair, they turned to the Lord. He helped them coat that
trouble with His peace, which passes all understanding.

From the President:
Garry Laaker

Welcome to the May issue of the Peace
Messenger. Spring, or is it summer, is
finally here!
Creative Pre-school’s annual carnival is
this month on Saturday, May 19th.
Community relations will need volunteers
to help with our information table and
balloons. Check with Dave Ringshauser if
you are available to assist.

The annual Sunday School picnic and pig
roast will be on June 3rd. Join us for
kids games, the pie baking contest and a
lot of good roast pork. Check all the
various board reports in the Messenger
for other upcoming events.
Thanks again for your continued financial
support of Peace.

The greater the irritant, the longer it was around, the more help
He gave them, and they were able to carry their problem. He
teaches us again and again, that it is His grace that is sufficient.
(Remember St. Paul and his thorn in the flesh)
But there is a greater result than the disappearance of pain.
These people, having dealt with their problem by God's grace,
also produced a beautiful pearl. Their lives took on a value they
didn't have before. Because of God's help their lives and their
witness becomes a beautiful and precious thing.
PRAYER: Father, You have covered our sins with the blood
of Your Son. Now I ask You send Your Holy Spirit to help me
with the problems that insert themselves into my life. This is my
request offered up in the Savior's Name. Amen.
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Sunday Morning Schedule
Christian Education Hour
9:15 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Saturday
May 19th
11:00 am - 3:00 pm
Volunteers Needed
Pass out Balloons and Goodie bags
filled with stuffers and VBS info
Work when you can or stay all day.
Whatever fits your schedule.
Pre-School will be selling refreshments.

This year we will be ‘shipwrecked’’ on
an uncharted island where we will survive
and thrive. There we will become ‘anchored’ in
the truth that Jesus carries us through life’s storms.
Join us as Hope, Beacon, Rae, Guac and Moe guide us
through this exciting adventure.
Registration form on page 3

May:
Milt Blersch
Fred Leberecht
Steve Lipez, Sr
Bob Selmeyer

Will resume
September 19th
Board of Trustees:

Head Elder: Tom Booher

Dick Keller
I’m glad to announce that our LED lighting project is finished. The
electrician ran into some problems with the lighting fixtures in the lower level of the
original building. So the final cost came in higher than expected. The final price
was $10,099.00, compared to the estimate of $9,791.00. I want to thank J&R
Electric for the great job that they did. Please let one of the Trustees know your
thoughts on this project, especially concerning the lighting in the
sanctuary.
Now that Spring is here, we are back working on the new
shed. The underground conduit is in and now we need to get
wiring from our main building to the shed. When that is done, we
will need help finishing the inside. More information will be
coming.
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Jesse & Julie Koelling
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Sunday - June 3rd
At the church
picnic shelter

3:00 Games begin
3:45 Pies submitted for
Pie Baking Contest
5:00 Dinner Served
To Bring:
Snacks
Your own drinks
(alcohol is allowed)
Comfy lawn chairs
Salad or dessert side dish
to share

Many thanks to all those who helped
make the Rummage and Bake Sale a
success. Whether is was setting up
tables, sorting rummage, pricing, baking,
working on Saturday, or helping to box
up what was left it could not have been
done without you!!
Next sale is
tentatively set for
October 6th.

Table service is provided

Peace Lutheran Church
1451 Ebenezer Rd
513-941-5177

Vacation Bible School

July 9 - 13

Evenings 6:15 – 8:30
Look for online registration at:
https://vbspro.events/p/events/peace2018
Or
You can fill in the back side of this flyer

Community Relations:
Dave Ringshauser

The annual Easter Egg Hunt was held on Saturday, March 31, at 1:00 PM. That
day was one of the few dry days we had that week which allowed us to conduct
the egg hunt and serve the refreshments outdoors. We hid 1500 Easter eggs
and passed out 90 goodie bags to the children. Counting adults, we had
approximately 210 people attend the hunt. We also had a good turnout of
volunteers (26 including our youth). A listing of our hunt appeared online in the Enquirer’s Community Calendar as
well as on fliers distributed to the Preschool children’s families. I would like to thank those who supplied cookies,
milk, and apple juice for refreshments and those who volunteered at the hunt in various capacities. Thanks to
Thrivent for providing funds for this event.
A mission festival was held at Peace Lutheran Church last weekend April 28 and 29 (Saturday and Sunday). Rev.
Brent Smith was our speaker and he presented stories about his experiences as a missionary as well as those of
current LCMS missionaries. He now works for LCMS Mission Central located in Mapleton, Iowa where his efforts are
used to raise awareness of our current missionaries and their needs to the members of the LCMS congregations
across the country. Saturday’s session was from 4:00 to 8:00 with supper provided by a Peace Lutheran Thrivent
Action Team from 5:30 to 6:30. On Sunday, Rev. Smith addressed the Bible Class at 9:15 and the worship service
at 10:30. Approximately 25 people attended all or parts of the Saturday session.
The annual Creative Preschool Carnival will be held on Saturday, May 19, from 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM on the church
grounds. Peace Lutheran will again have a booth at the carnival as has been done in the past. We will need
volunteers to work at our booth. Help will be needed to inflate (helium) and tie balloons, pass out balloons and
goodie bags containing stuffers and VBS information to the children, and greet Carnival attendees. Volunteers may
come and help out for the whole day or for just a portion of the day, whatever fits your schedule. A sign-up sheet
with time slots available is located in the Narthex. The Preschool will be selling refreshments at the Carnival.
Thanks to Thrivent for providing funding for this event also.
Remember our Care and Share program. Canned goods and non-perishables may be brought in on any Sunday of
the month to help support our local food banks.

Peace Lutheran Church – VBS Registration
1451 Ebenezer Rd.
Cincinnati, Ohio 45233
513-941-5177
Please return registration by July 2, 2018

Child’s name ______________________________________________
Grade Completed _______________
Birthday ___________________________ Age_________

Parents’ names _____________________________________________
Home Address _____________________________________________
Home phone _______________________________________________
Alternate phone_____________________________________________
Emergency contact person _________________________________________
Relationship to student _______________________________________
Home phone ____________________ Alternate phone ____________________
Food allergies
Y______ N_______ (List:)
________________________________________________
Medical concerns

Y______ N____ (Explain:)-________________________________________________

Family doctor ____________________________________ Doctor’s phone ________________________
Siblings attending VBS (names and ages) _____________________________________________________
Church affiliation _______________ Church membership at ______________________________________
People who may pick up the child _______________________________________________
I hereby grant the VBS leaders permission to photograph/film the minor(s) designated (without name) above in any manner or form for any lawful purpose associated with this VBS
program.

Lutheran Witness Magazine
Renewal Due
Put $15.96 into the Lutheran
Witness envelope found in
your box of church envelopes
and drop it into the collection
plate.
Due by May 27th.

LWML Ohio District
2018 Convention
June 22-24
“Walk in the Light”
Marriott Columbus Northwest
There is still time to register to
attend. There will be servant events
and interest sessions and meeting
old friends and making new ones.

Sunday - June 17th
9:00 am church
10:30 Bible Class
Rev James May
Learn what the LCMS is doing in Nairobi.

Registration forms may be found in
the spring ODE or on line at:
https://www.lwmlohio.org/. Click on
the Events tab to find the listing for
the forms. The deadline to send
them in is May 15th.

Stewardship:
Pat Laaker

St. Paul teaches, “Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with
the one who teaches” (Galatians 6:6).
And again, he says, “Do you not know that those who are employed in the temple
service get their food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in
the sacrificial offerings? In the same way, the Lord commanded that those who
proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel” (1 Corinthians 9:13–14).
In other words, ministers of the gospel are supported by the offerings of those who are served by them.
And this is how the Church lives even now. It is standard practice.
But this deserves closer examination. For it instructs us not just that we are to give but also what we are
to give. And it does so with four little words: “In the same way …”
St. Paul is building his case for supporting the preachers of the Gospel with the sacrificial giving of
individual members on the example of the Old Testament people who supported the Levites with their
offerings and sacrifices.
We’re to support the Gospel ministry “in the same way.” But how did the Old Testament people support
the Levites?
Moses records this: “You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by year. And
before the Lord your God, in the place that he will choose, to make his name dwell there, you shall eat the
tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and the firstborn of your herd and flock, that you may
learn to fear the Lord your God always” (Deuteronomy 14:22–23).
The Levites were supported by the tithe, 10 percent of all the yearly yield of that which was harvested.
Does that seem like a lot? Does it surprise you that St. Paul instructs us that we are to support the New
Testament Gospel ministry “in the same way?”
If it does, ask yourself: is the Church’s job in the New Testament bigger or smaller than the Levites’ job in
the Old Testament? Back then there was one Temple, and the ministry was almost exclusively located in
one nation among the descendants of Abraham.
Jesus calls us to teach and baptize all nations (Matt. 28). And there are churches and ministries all around
the world. How could we support this new Gospel ministry with anything less than the Israelites supported
the Old Testament ministry?
Of course, we are free to give more, for we have received more than those in the Old Testament. We have
received the fullness of God’s revelation, the fullness of His salvation, the fulfillment of everything that God
promised to do.
For we have received Christ, God’s own Son, in the flesh, who took upon himself our sins and in exchange
gave us his righteousness. The Father claimed us as his own in Holy Baptism.
He gathers us together in the place where his name dwells to feast on the first fruits of the resurrection,
the risen and living body and blood of his Son, our Lord, Jesus. He reminds us that we are His, that all
things are ours because we belong to Him. He blesses us here in time with physical and spiritual gifts.
In the same way, and in response to his fatherly divine goodness and mercy, we gladly give to those who
proclaim to us “the excellencies of him who called us out of darkness and into his marvelous light.”
For once we were not a people, but now we are God’s people; once we had not received mercy, but now
we have indeed (1 Peter 2:9–10).
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