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From the Pastor:

With the last Sunday of October we
end our series on the Fruit that’s
Always in Season. Throughout this
series I compared peace, joy, love,
etc. to different fruit. I think those
comparisons were useful, but I’m
afraid they may have given the impression that there are
nine different fruits of the Spirit. But that’s not true.
In Galatians 5 Paul clearly speaks of the Fruit (singular!) of
the Spirit. That’s why I loved the title slide I’ve been using
for this series. The Fruit of the Spirit can best be compared
to a bunch of grapes. In other words, God doesn’t give joy
to one person but withhold gentleness. Nor does he make
someone kind but not faithful. The Holy Spirit works to
produce in each one of us all nine characteristics.
You are well-gifted and prepared to live as God wants you
to live. You are not lacking anything from the Holy Spirit.
He’s working in each of you to be loving, peaceful, joyful,
patient, kind, good, faithful, gentle, and someone who
exercises self-control. May God bless us as we seek to
share the taste of this fruit. (Psalm 34:8)

From the President:
Garry Laaker

Welcome to the November issue of
the Peace Messenger.
There will be a special voters meeting
on Nov. 14 to review the proposed
budget and list of council candidates
for next year. The meeting will follow
the church service in the sanctuary.
Please plan to stay. The budget
committee’s proposal needs to be
reviewed by every member. It is
important to see how we spend our
gifts. If you would like to be an
active member of the Church Council,
please see me. We do have term
limits, but it is difficult to enforce
them if we cannot get other members
to participate.
Please review the November calendar.
Dinner at the Farm is scheduled for
11/1, Thanksgiving Eve service on
11/22 and Hanging of the Greens on
11/25. You have several opportunities
to participate in church activities
during the month!
As always, please keep Peace and our
members in your prayers.
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Sunday Morning Schedule
Christian Education Hour
9:15 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

November:

It’s time to plan the children’s Christmas
program. The board will meet soon to discuss
the date. We could use your help. Would the
parents of Sunday school children let us know
what you prefer: Christmas Eve or Dec 23rd
the Sunday before. Please discuss it with your
family and let Scott, Janet, or Pat know.
Thank you

Garry Laaker
Don Pabst
Enos Reed
Bob Sheline
Head Elder: Tom Booher

THANKSGIVING EVE WORSHIP
will be held on
November 21 at
7:00.
A special
service of thanks
as we take a look
back
at
the
events, ministries
and members of
Peace Lutheran in
Scripture, Song and the year of our
ministries in Pictures. Make plans
to join us this Thanksgiving Eve at
7:00! An evening of Thanksgiving
and fellowship.

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Nov 14th
In the sanctuary
To review the budget &
slate of officers

Fellowship:
Mary Senger

Nov. 1

@6: 00:

The Farm Buffet

239 Anderson Ferry Rd
Adults: $16.31
Seniors: $15.38
Kids (5-11): $7.43
Kids under 5 free with 1 paying adult
Please sign up in The Narthex.
Join us for good food and fun fellowship!

November 25:
Immediately following church
Lunch provided by Sandie Rodencal and
Amanda Kaufenberg

December 8: Christmas Party

The entire event will be hosted at the church. If you would
like to help with appetizers, the main course, or dessert
please talk to Mary Senger. (513-300-3381) More
information will be presented soon! We are excited with
the changes we have planned and we hope you will be
excited too!
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Ken & Kathy
Selmeyer

28
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All good things must
come to an end!
With that we need to liquidate the script
we have on hand. They will be available after church, so if you will help us. We have
a wide variety and with Christmas coming
it’s a great time to start your shopping. The price is face value.
Please help us retire this program.

ADVENT MIDWEEK SERVICE
November 14th
1pm - 3pm
We will be working on
Christmas Cards for our
shut-ins
Bible Study Room

at Peace Lutheran Church will be on
December 12 beginning at 7:00. A
special service where we will be some
special people who were part of the
special story that told of the birth of Jesus
Christ, God’s Son. Come and join us this
year.

December Sermon Series

“The Word Became Flesh”

A Sermon Series based on John 1:1–18
John 1:1–18 introduces one of the Bible’s greatest and
grandest books—the Gospel according to St. John.
These eighteen verses contain some of the most
important words written—ever. They explode with light
and brilliance, truth and grace. And John 1:1–18 is
chock full of dearly loved Advent and Christmas themes,
with the most famous one being, “The Word became
flesh.” (John 1:14). That’s the focus of this series of
sermons on John 1:1–18. The lineup is as follows:
“You Have My Word!” (John 1:1–5)
“A Man Named John” (John 1:6–9, 15)
“Chosen Children” (John 1:12b)
“The Word Dwelt among Us” (John 1:14a)
“We Have Seen His Glory!” (John 1:14b)

Elders:

Chuck Ausman

A mom, along with her two little children, were shopping at one of those oldfashioned general stores. On the way out, next to the store owner, the kids
noticed the big candy jar sitting next to the cash register. Being polite little
cherubs, they waited for the store owner to offer them each a piece of candy.
Mom nodded her approval, and the obviously excited kids selected a brightly
colored piece of candy. “Na, Na, Na”, mom said. “What are you supposed to
say?” After a pause, “Oh, thank you for the candy.”, they both chimed in
unison. One might wonder what the Bible says about moms, kids, a store
owner, candy and thanksgiving?
Mom did the right thing in reminding the kids to be “thankful”. Matthew 6:11
says, “Give us this day, our daily bread.” Luther in the 4th Petition of the Lord’s prayer (that what we ask
for) reminds us that “God gives us daily bread indeed without our prayer, also to the wicked; be we pray in
this petition that He would lead us to know it, and to receive our daily bread with thanksgiving.” (Luther,
Luther's Small Catechism) “Everything that belongs to the support and wants of the body, such as food,
drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, field, cattle, money, goods, a pious spouse, pious children, pious
servants, pious and faithful rulers, good government, good weather, peace, health, discipline, honor, good
friends, faithful neighbors and the like.” (Luther, Luther's Small Catechism) We receive God’s gifts freely
with thanksgiving. 1 Thessalonians 5:18 says, “give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God
in Christ Jesus for you.” God specifically tells us he wants to care for our needs, but he wants us to thank
him always.
We are often like the little children at the general store. We neglect and forget to offer thanks to God in
many circumstances. We might remember at Thanksgiving, certainly Christmas, or perhaps after a serious
accident or illness, still we forget to pray each night at bedtime. But God wants us to be more diligent than
that. Like mom, he gives us “our daily bread”, but we respond like the Lepers in Luke 17:11-19 11 On the
way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. 12 And as he entered a village, he
was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance 13 and lifted up their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have
mercy on us.” 14 When he saw them he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they
went they were cleansed. 15 Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising
God with a loud voice; 16 and he fell on his face at Jesus' feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a
Samaritan. 17 Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? 18 Was no one found to
return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” 19 And he said to him, “Rise and go your way; your
faith has made you well.”
Reminding the kids was indeed a good thing. Colossians 3:15-17 says, 15 “And let the peace of Christ rule in
your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell
in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”
Each of us at Peace Lutheran Church has been to the candy jar many times. Even more, Christ has
reached out and provided for our gift of salvation.
1 Corinthians 1:4 “I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you
in Christ Jesus.”
Who would think a candy jar might give us a lesson? It’s good the store owner gives us candy. I guess he
loves us.
Women’s Auxiliary
of the Federation
Cookie Pack
Dec 3rd
9:30 am
Christ Lutheran Church
3301 Compton Rd

Stewardship:
Pat Laaker

Sometimes people don’t like it when pastors talk about stewardship. For some, it
hits too close to home. It is easier to talk about bad people in Washington, in
history, or overseas than it is to think about what our daily life in Christ is supposed
to look like – how we are supposed to love our neighbor.
The fact that we don’t like hearing about stewardship certainly means we ought to
face it. Here are a few simple and practical realities.
God calls us to first-fruits, sacrificial giving. This means we should give off the top.
We should set a percentage of our income as a deliberate gift for the work of the Church and give that
first. We write the check to the Lord’s work in the Church before we pay the mortgage or pay for our
medicine or pay for anything else.
We don’t pay for all the stuff we need, and think we need, and then give from what is left over. That is the
first-fruits idea. It is hard because we think we need all sorts of other things first. But that is the point of
“sacrificial.”

Next, how could the starting point for Christian generosity and sacrifice really be anything less than a tithe
– 10 percent? The ceremonial law of the Old Testament was never arbitrary. In the Old Testament, the
Levites received this tithe so they could be full-time ministers. Does the New Testament have a ministry
that is larger or smaller? It is far larger: “Make disciples of all nations” (Matt. 28:19). And we are still to
have a full-time ministry: “The Lord has commanded that those who preach the Gospel should make their
living from the Gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14). So, if 10 percent was needed in the Old Testament, and we have a
bigger mission need in the New Testament, how can we expect the Lord’s work to be done on less than a
tithe?
First-fruits, sacrificial, generous giving – that’s the way. We shouldn’t fool ourselves into thinking that
we’ve out-given God’s goodness or that we’ve given plenty. We might be tempted to think so but consider
– no one in the Church has given plenty because no one has given all. No one has died for his sins. Only
the sinless Son of God did that. Or, as St. Paul said, bringing the Good News of Jesus into the discussion of
our giving to support the Lord’s work in the Church: “I say this not as a command, but to prove by the
earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich” (2
Cor. 8:8-9).
As you can see, what the Bible commands about our stewardship can sting. It’s law, and the law shows
our sins. It calls us to repentance. The law is meant to expose and accuse for the sake of showing us
Christ and His fulfillment of the law. If first-fruits, sacrificial giving has you squirming, that’s the point. In
Mark’s account of the feeding of the 5,000, Jesus took the disciples’ five loaves and two fish and blessed
them. It was nothing among so many, but, of course, it was plenty. Jesus makes something from nothing.
Mark doesn’t say that all the disciples gave Jesus all the bread they had. It is quite possible some of them
held something back. But even if they did, that didn’t stop Jesus from blessing them. Jesus makes
something out of nothing. He, who fed His people in the desert with Manna every morning, doesn’t need
their bread. But they need to give it. And what they give, however little it might be, however grudgingly
they do so, He blesses it.
He not only blesses those whom He feeds with it, but He blesses them, the givers – not just in that they
wind up with (a basket full for each loaf) but that they learned to trust and rejoice in Him. The Lord gives,
and the Lord takes away. The Lord gives abundantly or asks us to fast. We do not know what will happen.
Blessed be the Name of the Lord. He does all things well and works all things together for good. The
disciples don’t give their bread to Jesus because it is a good investment. They give it because He is good,
they love Him, and they trust Him. Let us go and do likewise.
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