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From the Pastor:
Hebrews 12:2 (NIV) Let us fix our eyes on
Jesus, the author and perfecter of our
faith, who for the joy set before him
endured the cross, scorning its shame,
and sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God.

From the President:
Garry Laaker

Joy

Doesn’t it seem impossible that you can have joy no matter what the
circumstance of your life? Can you be joyful when you’re struggling to
make ends meet? Can you be joyful when you’re separated from loved
ones, or having problems at school? Yet even in situations like those
you can be joyful because joy is something the Holy Spirit produces.
Let’s understand one thing first: Joy is not the same as happiness. One
devotional writer observed that “happiness” is circumstantial. It winks
on and off like a fire-fly.
Hitting green lights all the way to work makes us happy.
Getting rear-ended in the parking lot makes us unhappy.
A compliment from a teacher makes us happy.
Being criticized by friends makes us unhappy.
Happiness hangs out at backyard BBQ’s and waterparks.
But it’s an infrequent guest at funerals and in ER waiting rooms.
Joy is different than happiness. Joy isn’t based on circumstances.
Joy isn’t a feeling.
It’s more of a knowing.
What did the author of Hebrews write? “For the joy set before him
[Jesus] endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:2). Did He feel happy
when He anticipated the agony of the cross, abandonment by His
Father, the weight of our sins, and death? No—He was overwhelmed
with sorrow! Jesus’ joy came from knowing He was about to make
peace between sinful humanity and our holy God.
The pain of the cross brought Jesus joy because it was pain with a
purpose, like the pain of childbirth. And it’s here at the cross that we
find the source of our joy. But many are living without much joy in their
life. Why is that? We lose joy when we focus on our problems rather
than on God’s power. The writer of Hebrews encourages us to fix our
eyes on Jesus. To fix your eyes on Jesus means to give him more than
a passing glance. But look at Jesus and remember His love for you and
remember His promises: “surely, I am with you always.” (Matthew
28:20); “No one shall snatch you out of my Father’s hands” (John
10:28); ”Nor anything else in all creation is able to separate you from
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:39)

Welcome to the October issue of the
Peace Messenger.
Thanks to everyone who helped setup
for the rummage sale, donated their
prized possessions, baked for the
sale, helped with the sale or bought
something!
The annual Reformation Service will
be held on Oct. 28 at St. Paul’s, along
with the ingathering.
Check your bulletin for details of
these and any other events.
If you are interested in serving Peace
by becoming an officer on the church
council, please let me know. New faces
on the council are always welcome.
As always, please keep Peace and our
members in your prayers.
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Sunday Morning Schedule
Christian Education Hour
9:15 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

October:
OCT BIRTHDAYS

Milt Blersch
Wayne Koelling
Sam Seibert
Bob Wood

10

Christine
Crowthers
Doug Guenther
Romona
Vallandingham
Karen
Schmidtgoessling
Mark Ginter

12

Berdie Blersch

12

Eric Ringshauser

14

Louis Lipez

16

19

Dick Keller
Phyllis
Morgenroth
Lisa Selmeyer

21

Kathy Selmeyer

23

Mary Senger

Dinner at The Farm
We are planning with Donna
Seibert to reserve the best date.
Please keep an eye on upcoming
bulletins to see final plans.

24

Sean Senske

25

Cheryl Lade

November 25:

27

Scott Lipez

30

Karen Miller

30

Shane Somers

3
3
3
5

19

Head Elder: Ken Selmeyer

October 17th
1pm - 3pm
We will be working on
Thanksgiving Cards for our
shutins
Bible Study Room

Financial Report

October OR November:

The financial report for September will
be given in the bulletin. Copies of
member donations through September
will be passed out to all contributors in
October.

Hanging of the Greens:

Immediately following church:
Please join us in preparing the
church
for
the
upcoming
Christmas season. Lunch will be
provided by Sandie Rodencal and
Amanda Kaufenberg! Yummy!!

5

Jason & Chrissy
Kallay

December:

15

Bill & Judy Spetz

19

Collin & Anne
Hawkins

The Fellowship Committee is
meeting to make changes to the
Progressive Dinner. Please stay
tuned!

OCTOBER
ANNIVERSARIES

Community Relations:
Dave Ringshauser

The Board of Community Relations met on Monday, September 17. The
Board’s year 2019 budget request was discussed and sent on to the
budget committee.
Our Fall Mission Sunday has been scheduled for December 30 when our adopted missionary Charles StOnge and his family will be visiting with us.
A congregational hands-on mission project has been tentatively scheduled for next spring, on Sunday,
March 31, w hen w e w ill again be assembling flood buck ets. W e have done this tw ice before
in March, 2016 and October, 2017 after the worship service, and the project was very successful both
times. More details will be coming later.
Remember our Care and Share program. Canned goods and non-perishables may be brought in on any
Sunday of the month to help support our local food banks.

Green Team:
Berdie Blersch

Again this year, the Green Team felt ‘rained out’. All plants grew nicely, however, and it seemed that our deer should have
had plenty to eat without munching the hostas. But... sigh...
Many thanks to Claire for singlehandedly maintaining the planting beds and pots in the heat of July and August. A huge
thank-you to Pat Griffin for installing stakes and fencing to prevent deer from rubbing against the new arbor vitae.
Frustrating mole activity thwarted efforts to accomplish much in the bird sanctuary area this season. The bench patio is
being allowed to settle over the winter and we plan to do a final grading then seed in the spring. Thanks to Enos Reed for
his best efforts at maintaining the fountain but, sadly, it is not repairable. The soothing sound of water will be missed.
Fall maintenance this year will include dividing our giant hosta “shrubs”. The
Green Team will offer these divisions for sale - as soon as we can dig in the
soil. Just think: you could have a Peace hosta in your garden!

October 28, 2018
St Paul Lutheran Church
5433 Madison Road
Cincinnati, OH 45227
will host
Women’s Auxiliary Hymn Fest
and Ingathering
At 3:00 pm

Nov 25th
Hanging of the Greens
Dec 3rd
Cookie Pack

Dec 30th
Peace Mission Sunday

Immediately following will be the
Federation Reformation Service
4:00pm
Speaker: Rev Dr Lawrence R Rast Jr
Light refreshments will follow the Worship Service

Work Up North:
Fall has brought a surge of visitors and the challenge of finding time to do instruction. We have
the potential of ten new members this fall to add to the six who have already joined this year.
There is confirmation instruction for three tweens; English outreach has restarted, and we are also reaching out to
new students including Muslims from Bangladesh.

Work Down South:
We are working on plans to renovate the new ministry centre, complete
pastoral training for one of our evangelists and begin another man’s
formal training as an evangelist and pastor. Also exciting is the prospect
of opening a fourth preaching point in the west of Jamaica.
In Puerto Rico we are close to opening a satellite office of LHM in
Mayaguez.

To read their entire newsletter
you may view it at:
http://intheway.org/tag/newsletter
or
pick one up from the bulletin board

October 6th
9 - 12pm

Items may be brought in beginning Sunday,
Sept 30th. Setup, sorting and pricing will begin
the morning of Wednesday, October 3rd at
9:00 am. Volunteers are needed to help with
these jobs. Please use the signup sheet in the
narthex.
Donations of baked goods are also needed.
Proceeds go to fund the various projects of
the Peace Lutheran Women.

Elders:

Chuck Ausman

At the Elder’s meetings, Pastor routinely challenges or engages our thinking with a question
or statement. Several discussions have started, “Everyone comes to church, through the
church doors, for a reason.” On one level it might read: The four-year-old gets loaded in
the car and shows up in the pre-school class. That might not be his reason, but reason
enough. Parent’s might feel the reason to bring their kids to Sunday School as an
obligation they must uphold. The pre-teen might be in confirmation class. The teenager
might be bullied by the parents, a little. The young married couple might be strengthening
their bond or worried about a little disagreement. The empty nesters seem to be
organizing the shorter years in their life or see the grandkids. Grandpa is worried about
grandma, and her health hasn’t been the best.
At another level we might look a little deeper. Each of us enters church as we examine our
relationship with Christ. Jesus knows our heart. We come to church asking the Lord to
forgive us our sins. We ask the Lord to correct and move us in the right direction, closer to him and our relations
with one another. By our sinful nature, we look to our efforts, excuses, deeds, and works as action to present
ourselves to the Lord as worthy in the sight of God. As strong as we believe ourselves to be, our sin is an impossible
obstacle separating us from God.
Fortunately, as valid as everything mentioned might be, Martin Luther clarifies that the reason we come to church is
not by “our reason”.
In Luther’s Small Catechism, the third article of The Creed (Sanctification) we read, “I believe in the Holy Spirit, the
holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.” Continuing we read Luther’s explanation.

What does this mean? I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or
come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me
in the true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth,
and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my sins
and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead and give eternal life to me and all
believers in Christ.

Thankfully everything has changed from our efforts, our human “we”, to that which Christ does for us. We, as
people, “cannot by my (our) own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ”. We’re not capable of coming to church
without “the Holy Spirit (who) has called me (us) by the Gospel, enlightened me (us) with His gifts, sanctified and
kept me (us) in the true faith. In the same way He calls (us), gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies (us) the whole
Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.”
Pastor’s absolutely correct, we come to church for a reason. The reason is, “we as baptized children of God are
called and welcomed each Sunday because Christ calls us.” Christ calls us, showers us with gifts and then offers
everlasting life. Do we really think we can do better on our own?

Stewardship:
Pat Laaker

Why do we give? Is it simply because God commands us to? Or is there more to it?
To be sure, the instruction and Word of God in the Bible says we should give, and
this is sufficient to encourage us to give (Luke 6:38; Acts 20:35; 1 Cor. 16:2; 2 Cor.
8:7; Gal 6:6).
But there’s more to it than just obligation. We’re not just trying to fulfill a work of
the Law. We are bearing fruits of the Spirit given to us by our Father in heaven
through His Son our Lord Jesus Christ. In other words, we’re not just doing what
our Father said, we’re also doing what He did.

Children emulate their parents. When they grow up they often carry many of the same mannerisms and
characteristics as their parents, but there is more to it than that. Children copy their parents even on a
more mundane level. They watch how their parents cross their legs, how they fold their hands, how they
stand and sit and walk, how they do and say most everything.
And children try to copy it, which can be quite humorous when parents wish they wouldn’t. It can be
uncomfortable and embarrassing if a child copies or repeats something less than polite that they learned
from a parent. Sitcoms thrive on these situations. It only happens because children emulate their parents
because they want to be like them.
We are the children of God, by grace, through faith. In Holy Baptism, God the Father declares of us what
He declared of Jesus at His Baptism in the Jordan: “You are my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”
God the Father claims us as His own. He takes away all our sins, and in exchange He gives us His
righteousness, His purity, His holiness, and His Spirit, by which we cry out, “Abba, Father.”
We are born again, born from above, born of water and the Spirit, to a new life in Christ as His children.
We are sons of God in Christ, through Baptism. And since we are sons, we are heirs – heirs who share in
the glory of the Son of God. The inheritance is ours because of the Father’s grace and mercy, His
generosity in sending His Son in time to save us for all eternity.

And this is why we give generously of our income to the work of the church. We want to be like our
heavenly Father. We want to emulate His generosity by being generous ourselves. We give to the work of
the Church because we have witnessed the generous giving of our Father in heaven.
More than that, we are recipients of it. It is because we have received God our Father’s gifts that we desire
to give ourselves. And His gifts are not just spiritual. They are temporal and earthly as well. As the Small
Catechism teaches in the Fourth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer:
“Give us this day our daily bread.” What does this mean? God certainly gives daily bread to everyone
without our prayers, even to all evil people, but we pray in this petition that God would lead us to realize
this and to receive our daily bread with thanksgiving. What is meant by daily bread? Daily bread includes
everything that has to do with the support and needs of the body, such as food, drink, clothing, shoes,
house, home, land, animals, money, goods, a devout husband or wife, devout children, devout workers,
devout and faithful rulers, good government, good weather, peace, health, self-control, good reputation,
good friends, faithful neighbors, and the like.”
In other words, God gives us everything we need for the care of both body and soul. His generosity knows
no bounds. Therefore, we sit down at the beginning of the year, the beginning of the month, or the
beginning of the week to set aside a generous portion of God’s daily bread for His work in the Church.
We don’t do this simply because He has commanded us so to do; it is because we, as His children by
grace, want to emulate His generosity in our own lives. He is our Father; we are His children. And children
want to be like their parents.

The Annual Servant Event at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Over-the-Rhine is Saturday, October 20th. The timing
from the various servant events is from 8:30am to around 2pm.. ish.
The event will be start out at Prince of Peace Lutheran Church. University of Cincinnati students will arrive at Prince of
Peace around 9am, where we will organize them and disperse them to various locations where they will serve. The
volunteers will serve to around 12noon. After their service events, we will then come back to Prince of Peace for
lunch. We anticipate the event to end somewhere around 2pm. We anticipate somewhere around 200 to 250
volunteers that day.

We need help with several items:
1) SERVANT LOCATION TEAM LEADERS
Currently, we have approximately twenty four (24) servant locations across the city. They are mostly within walking
distance of Prince of Peace. We are in need of team leaders to go with the volunteers to each location. The primary
responsibility will be to supervise and then make sure the UC students and other volunteers make it back to Prince of
Peace for lunch.
If you would like to be a team leader for a servant location, please email Lisa Burns burnlisa05@gmail.com that you
would like to serve.
2) LUNCH - HELP TO COOK, SERVE, AND SUPPLY
We are in need of folks to help us with lunch. We anticipate somewhere around 250 people that day. So, we need
help with volunteers to help cook and serve the food, as well as
3) MUSIC
We will have lunch at Prince of Peace after the servant event. During that time, we will also have music upstairs in the
sanctuary. If you have a choir / praise band / gospel choir, who would like to lead the music, please let me (Pastor
John) know.
Thank you so much for your commitment to lift up Over-the-Rhine!
peace,
Pastor John Suigitan
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Cincinnati, OH 45233

Larry J. Rodencal, Pastor
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