From the Pastor:

BLOOM WHERE YOU ARE PLANTED
It was a number of years ago that one of my friends
moved into a new home. The house had not been lived in
for some time and the flower garden was filled with waisthigh weeds. One day, my friend, looking from an upstairs
window, saw a red rose blooming in the garden. When he
went downstairs to pick the blossom, it took him a while to
locate it. Although he had located it from a second-floor
window, the beautiful rose was hidden because of the
unwanted weeds that hid it on ground level.

My friend said he had never seen another rose look so
pretty. Perhaps it was because that flower was encircled by
so much ugliness.
Lately have you been listening or watching the news. It's
impossible to watch the news and not believe that the
world like that garden is filled with ugliness. Prejudice,
pain, and hurt are all around. In contrast to the ugliness of
the world, we have the beautiful love of the Savior
who gave His life so we might have life eternal.
Transformed by the power of the Holy Spirit, we who were
once wicked weeds are remade into a garden of great
beauty. At least that's the way it's supposed to work.
Looking down from heaven upon His people who are living
a life of thanksgiving, the Lord reminds us:
In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they
may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in
heaven. Matthew 5:16
In a weedy world Christians just stand out. God grant that
our lights shine brightly.

From the President:
Garry Laaker

Welcome to the June/July issue of the
Peace Messenger.
The annual Sunday School Picnic and
Pig Roast will be held next Sunday
(June 3). Activities start at 3 PM and
we will eat between 5 and 6 or
whenever the pig is done. Judging for
the pie baking contest will begin at 4, so
make sure you have your entry here by
then.
The June voters meeting is scheduled
for June 10. Please plan to attend and
participate in the operation of your
church.
Everyone 18 and over is
welcome to join.
VBS is scheduled for July 9-13.
Register
on-line
at
Peacechurchlink.com.
Also, please
consider volunteering to help.
Please check the various board reports
in the Messenger for other upcoming
events.
As always, keep Peace and our
members in your prayers. Have a great
month and don’t forget Father’s Day!
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1451 Ebenezer Road
Cincinnati, OH 45233
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Pastor Larry J. Rodencal

Sunday Morning Schedule
Christian Education Hour
9:15 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

June:
Josh Hunter
Mike Seibert
Karl Seitz
Bob Shelline

Head Elder: Chuck Ausman

Sunday - June 3rd
At the church
picnic shelter

3:00 Games begin

JUNE BIRTHDAYS

3

Annika
Kaufenberg
Ryan Miller

4

Scott Somers

5

Amber Kelly

6

Laila Lipez

7

Dave Ausman
Catherine
Seibert
James Sheline

2

8

8
9

13

Scott Stout
Gary
Morgenroth
Kierstin Griffin

13

Doug Hill

15

Karl Seitz

16

Gwyn Hill

16

Kathleen Keller

20

Katie Laaker

21

Milt Blersch

30

Josh Hunter

30

Ashley Laaker

10

3:45 Pies submitted for
Pie Baking Contest
4:00 Pie judging
5:00 Dinner Served

To Bring:
Snacks
Your own drinks
(alcohol is allowed)
Comfy lawn chairs
Salad or dessert side dish
to share
Table service is provided

Sunday
June 10th
Yes, Sunday School
is on hold through
the summer, but;
here
comes
Shipwrecked,
our
VBS program for
this year. It starts
on Monday, July 9
through Friday, July 13. The hours are
6:15pm-8:30pm. Registrations forms
are available at church, online at
https://vbspro.events/p/events/
peace2018 , or on page 4 of this
newsletter.

Following the service
In the Bible Study Room

JUNE
ANNIVERSARIES

3
9
14

Bob & Janet Wood
Gary & Deborah
Sprague
Scott & Shane Somers

18

Dick & Kathleen Keller

To ensure your child a spot please
have your registration in by July 1.

20

Bob & Miriam Sheline

Of course we need our ‘crew’ so please
contact Janet Wood, 237-3032 or
Pastor at 941-5177 if you are able to
hoist the sale or even swab the deck.

22

Eric & Marian Schuk

24

Garry & Pat Laaker

25

Jim & Sherrie Slutzky

30

Adam & Katie Laaker

21 Chuck & Linda Ausman

July:
Sean Kaufenberg
Dick Keller
Eric Ringshauser
Bob Wood

Head Elder: Tom Booher

The April report showed giving at
$54,253.68 and expenses at
$62,839.81 for a deficit of
$8,586.13. The 2018 contributions
are approximately $6,000 behind
2017. The major reason seems to
be that some of our members are
behind on their pledges. I understand the pledges are not binding
and different situations arise. If anyone who pledged would like a review of their updated giving for
2018, please let me know.

July
ANNIVERSARIES

JULY BIRTHDAYS

3

Bill & Kelly
Fisher

4

Roberta Polley

5

Sharon Ginter

3

Larry & Sandie
Rodencal

9

Gloria Miller

14

Tom & Dorothy
Booher

12

14

Josh & Mary Beth
Hunter

17

Eric & Jessica
Ringshauser

27

Karl & Wilma
Seitz

18

Austin Selmeyer
Sean
Kaufenberg
Spencer Lipez
Kimberly
Somers
Dave
Ringshauser
Mike Seibert

31

Paul & Cheryl Lade

19

Dot Craven

21

Reuben Nystrom

31

Mike & Donna
Seibert

26

Jaxon Crowthers

26

Mandy Hill

26

Linda Koelling
Spencer
Kaufenberg

15
15
16
18

28

Peace Lutheran Church
1451 Ebenezer Rd
513-941-5177

Vacation Bible School

July 9 - 13

Evenings 6:15 – 8:30
Look for online registration at:
https://vbspro.events/p/events/peace2018
Or
You can fill in the back side of this flyer

Community Relations:
Dave Ringshauser

The annual Creative Preschool Carnival took place on Saturday, May 19. Due to
threatening weather, all of the carnival activities took place indoors except for the grilling
of the hamburgers and hotdogs. There were games and face painting on the lower level,
bounce house in the fellowship hall, door prizes in the Bible class room, and sale of game
and raffle tickets in the narthex. Balloons were filled with helium in the church office and
were passed out with goodie bags in the narthex. Lunch was served from the kitchen area with tables set up in the fellowship
hall. A good crowd of people still turned out, again making this a successful event. We passed out 208 goodie bags and many
helium inflated balloons to the children. Thanks to the 9 volunteers who helped out during the day. Also, thanks to Thrivent
for providing Action Team funding for this event.
Our annual Pig Roast will be held on Sunday, June 3, starting at 3:00 PM. Bring your family and friends for an afternoon of
games, fun, fellowship, and good food.
Vacation Bible School will take place Monday thru Friday, July 9-13, from 6:15 – 8:30 PM. This year’s theme is Shipwrecked,
Rescued By Jesus.

The Board of Community Relations has voted to send this past month’s mission offerings to the direct support of Erin
Mackenzie who will be working as a missionary to Latin America based out of the Dominican Republic. She will be working with
our adopted missionary Pastor Charles St-Onge.
Remember our Care and Share program. Canned goods and non-perishables may be brought in on any Sunday of the month
to help support our local food banks.

Pastor
Larry
will
be
preaching
at
Messiah
Lutheran Church on July 1st
for their 60th anniversary
celebration.
Our guest
preacher at Peace Lutheran
will be Rev Milt Bernerd.

Peace Lutheran Church – VBS Registration
1451 Ebenezer Rd.
Cincinnati, Ohio 45233
513-941-5177
Please return registration by July 2, 2018

Child’s name ______________________________________________
Grade Completed _______________
Birthday ___________________________ Age_________

Parents’ names _____________________________________________
Home Address _____________________________________________
Home phone _______________________________________________
Alternate phone_____________________________________________
Emergency contact person _________________________________________
Relationship to student _______________________________________
Home phone ____________________ Alternate phone ____________________
Food allergies
Y______ N_______ (List:)
________________________________________________
Medical concerns

Y______ N____ (Explain:)-________________________________________________

Family doctor ____________________________________ Doctor’s phone ________________________
Siblings attending VBS (names and ages) _____________________________________________________
Church affiliation _______________ Church membership at ______________________________________
People who may pick up the child _______________________________________________
I hereby grant the VBS leaders permission to photograph/film the minor(s) designated (without name) above in any manner or form for any lawful purpose associated with this VBS
program.

Stewardship:
Pat Laaker

“There are three conversions necessary to every man: the head, the heart, and the
purse.” Attributed to Luther, though yet to be located in his vast writings, this statement
echoes what Jesus taught about hearts and treasures. He said, “For where your treasure
is, there will your heart be also” (Matthew 6:21; Luke 12:34).
But which conversion comes first? I submit that the order is this: first the head, then the
purse, then the heart. Let me explain.
Our Lord Jesus Christ dwelt among us to save us. He took on our flesh, fulfilled the demands of the law in our place,
became sin for us, and suffered torture and death on our behalf, in order that we would be free from sin, death, and
hell. He gives us what He accomplished through Baptism, Absolution, and the Lord’s Supper.
And so, He doesn’t just do it for us but gives it to us, makes what He did ours by making us His. Thus, we are called
by His name: Christians. We have a new life in Him.
Through the preaching of Law and Gospel, God grants us repentance, a changing of our minds. It is a conversion of
the mind. We are called to turn away from our sins and turn toward Him for forgiveness, life, and salvation. For
when God calls us away from something, He is, at the same time, calling us to something.
And thus, He calls us to a new life, with new deeds. This is the conversion of the purse. Jesus said that “it is easier
for a camel to enter through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God” (Matthew
19:24). “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”
Notice that our hearts follow our treasures, not the other way around. As Christians, God calls us to invest our
treasures in His Kingdom to ensure that the gospel is preached and the sacraments are administered. He calls us to
share all good things with the one who teaches us the doctrines of Christ. He calls us to be generous in giving to the
church, for it is more blessed to give than to receive.

So where is your treasure? If it is not invested in the kingdom of God, then the only response is repentance—a
conversion of the heart—and to begin doing just that. And as our Lord promised, where your treasure is there your
heart will be also.
This is not to say that you earn your way into heaven. It is simply to say that as Christians, those who have been
made to be temples of the Holy Spirit, who have been given a new life in Christ, who are dead to sin and now alive
in Him, we are, actually, to live — think (conversion of the mind), do (conversion of the purse), and be (conversion
of the heart) — a new life in Him.

Green Team:
Berdie Blersch

The Green Team wondered if winter would ever end this year! Additionally, our spring clean-up has been
delayed since God has watered for us so frequently in recent weeks. Needless to say, we’re running
behind. But... we do have plenty of plans and work ahead of us. Besides the usual weeding and pruning, we will
be replacing several shrubs in the Ebenezer Road planting beds which are not thriving or died during the
winter. We’re pleased that the new installations in the front lawn survived the winter - with one exception
which will be addressed. As opportunity arises, Pat Griffin will remove several large and unsightly stumps,
which will further improve the appearance of our front lawn. We continue to work with the Trustees to
address water runoff at the lower level corner.
When the ground becomes amenable to digging, materials for the base of the
bench patio will be put in place and the pavers set. The Green Team secured a
Thrivent grant for financial assistance for this project and Paul Lade is ably
handling installation.
Gardening is great exercise! When the pollen goes away, consider joining us in
beautifying our church grounds.

Elders:

Chuck Ausman

What can you say in 21 Verses? John 3:1-21
Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus[a] by night and said to
him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.”
These two verses start the encounter where Jesus tells Nicodemus in verse 3, 3 “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the
kingdom of God unless they are born again.[a]”
Nicodemus is confused.
A great number of questions need to be examined. Why show up at night? Nicodemus references the Pharisees, of which he
was a leader in “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God.”. Nicodemus could have approached Jesus during the
day. The Pharisees questioned Jesus many times in broad daylight. Nicodemus had some personal questions apart from his
role as a Pharisee. He knew Jesus was different and had the answers to questions that troubled his heart.
In verse 5 Jesus speaks of salvation; in verse 6 & 8, the Holy Spirit; verse 13, himself, Jesus; verse 14, his own resurrection;
verse 15, forgiveness of sins and salvation.
Which leads us verse John 3: 16, the famous one. Jesus speaks of his father, himself and Holy Ghost -- the Triune God.
John 3:16, often quoted,

16

“For God so loved the world,[a] that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should

not perish but have eternal life.”. This verse is so familiar, I think we forget who said it. Christ said it! This wasn’t some
narrative summary by the apostle John, it was Christ’s own words! This is not a group of pieces, assembled by someone else.
There are no references to other scriptures here. This is not a historical summation, but rather Christ’s own words. He tells us
straight to our hearts.

Jesus keeps on speaking in verses 17 about Law and Gospel and verses 18-21 sin and forgiveness. Again, not a narrative, but
straight from our Lord’s mouth.
So, if you’re wondering what can be said in 21 verses? Grab your Bible and read Chapter 3 from the Book of John. Except for a
couple of verses, it’s Jesus speaking directly to us about his love and plan for our salvation. You only need to be reborn,
someone else did the heavy lifting because he loved you.
It sure is a good thing Nicodemus visited a friend.

Payten Stout:
Graduated from Oak Hills High School.
Is currently working at Cincinnati Closets
Amber Rodencal Kelly:
Graduated from Walden University with a masters in Nursing
Focus on Leadership & Management
Is currently working at Beckett Springs Behavioral Hospital
and Children’s Hospital
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Larry J. Rodencal, Pastor
Church Phone: (513)-941-5177

