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From the Pastor:

From the President:
Garry Laaker

Fear

In the Bible, the Greek word for fear is "phobos." It's the root
word for all the phobias that have been identified, like
agoraphobia, the fear of open spaces, xenophobia, the fear
of strangers, necrophobia, the fear of death, and so on.
In the Bible, the word fear is used in a variety of ways. It
does not always mean what you might think it means. On the
one hand, the Bible uses the word fear to describe the
feeling you have when something is coming at you that is
bigger than you are, more powerful than you are, can't be
resisted, can't be stopped, and it's going to get you. We all
have many experiences with fear. The death of a spouse,
failing health, a terminal diagnosis, financial collapse. These
are some examples of things that come our way and terrify
us. Those are the times when we have been unable to
move or do anything because fear has gripped us.
Remember, I said in the Bible the word fear is used in a
variety of ways. A positive meaning of fear in the Bible is
when something is coming at you that is bigger than you are,
more powerful than you are, is heading right toward you, but
here's the big difference. This is coming to help you, not to
hurt you. This is coming to rescue you, not to run you over.
This is God for you, not God against you. Paul says, "What
then, shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can
be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave
him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously
give us all things?" (Romans 8) How does that make you
feel, that the great God could condemn us for our sins, but
does not? How does that make you feel, that God is for you,
not against you?
I can tell you how it makes me feel. Wow. Awesome. I bow
down in quiet reverence before the great God who loves you
and rescues you through Jesus. That feeling is what the
Bible means when it talks about the fear of God. One of the
best known passages about the fear of God is Psalm 111
verse 10. "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.
All those who practice it have a good understanding. His
praise endures forever." Deuteronomy 6 verse 13 says, "It is
the Lord, your God, whom you shall fear. Him you shall
serve."
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Welcome to the April issue of the Peace
Messenger.
Christ has risen, He has risen indeed!
Thanks to everyone for helping with the
flood buckets. The response was terrific
and it is always a joy to work together as
a group of Christians!
Another busy month is planned for April.
Please see the bulletin for a schedule of
the special services for Holy Week. The
Lenten dinners continue with the Pastoral
rotation. Confirmation will be on Palm
Sunday.
The annual Easter Egg Hunt is scheduled
for April 20.

The Spring rummage sale is scheduled for
April 6. Please bring your valuables you no
longer need to church next week. Also, if
you are available to help set up, price or
work during sale please sign up on the
sheet.
Check the church calendar for times and
dates of all upcoming events!
Thank you for your continued support of
Peace.

As always, please keep Peace and its
members in your prayers.
Peace Lutheran Church
1451 Ebenezer Road
Cincinnati, OH 45233

513-941-5177
www.peacechurchlink.com
Pastor Larry J. Rodencal

Sunday Morning Schedule
Christian Education Hour
9:15 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

April:
Doug Keller
Garry Laaker
Mike Seibert
Shawn Somers
Head Elder: Ken Selmeyer

April 14th
Palm Sunday
Confirmation
10:30am
April 18th
Maundy Thursday
Worship & Communion
7:00pm
April 19th
Good Friday Worship
7:00pm

APRIL BIRTHDAYS

Sunday school children are
busy learning 2 new songs.
There will be no Sunday School
Easter Sunday but we may ask
children to come early to
practice their Easter song. VBS
will be the week of July 8.
More to be announced after
our meeting.
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Larry Huber

8

Colin Hawkins

8

Jason Kallay

9

Jayna Ringshauser

13

Chuck Ausman

13

Marian Schuk

16

Ken Selmeyer Sr

17

Pastor Larry

21

Diane Senske

24

Tom Booher

26

Hunter Keller

26

Pat Laaker

Egg Hunt
April 20th
1:00 pm
To volunteer
your time and/or
refreshments
talk to
Miriam Sheline

April 21st

Easter Worship
10:00am
Dinners are served from 6:00—6:45.

April 6th
9:00 - 12:00

If ‘everyone’ helps with clean up
‘everyone’ can get into church on time.

Bring in items:
April 1 - 5

Those attending are asked to bring a
side dish or dessert.

Sorting and Pricing
April 4 - 5

Donations of gently used items needed. Workers to
sort and set up are also needed. Saturday workers are
also in need. Setup will begin Thursday, April 4th. Any
amount of time you can give will be greatly appreciated.

Donations of baked good are also needed. Monies go to
support the various projects of Peace Lutheran Women.
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Wednesday, April 3rd
“Taco Bar”

Wednesday, April 10th
“Casseroles”

Madison Lade
I really enjoyed our trip overall. I really enjoyed the
workshops, that we had freedom, and the upbeat
music. I really enjoyed having a great chaperone
(Amber) & 2 great friends (Josie and Reese) to
hang out with and to make memories with. I didn't
like some of the food, but most of it was good. I
learned how to have a better connection to God
through prayer, singing, and other ways. Thank you
to everyone involved in organizing the convention
and those at our church who helped us get there
and made the trip memorable.

Reese Roselott
At the junior high gathering I learned
that when you pray you don't need to
just fold your hands and bend your
head down. I learned new songs. I
thank all the people who helped make
the trip fun. And I also thank Pastor
and Amber for making it even more
fun. I liked the songs, then activities,
the rooms and the building its self.
Thanks For Having Me.

Brody Rodencal
Thank you for making the youth group and teaching us
God’s ways. I will have to say my favorite part is when we
had the game night and the movie night and giant Jenga
and the dance floor that was pretty cool. Something I
learned when I was there was, that even in tough times
God is always with you. One of my favorite workshops was
the balloon sculpting because I don’t normally get to play
with balloons because my mom is allergic to latex.

Spencer Kaufenberg
There were several things about the weekend I
enjoyed. I had a great time balloon sculpting and
playing giant Jenga. I learned that I have to trust
myself and be positive. I can't wait to go again and
maybe even find a Lutheran Summer Camp.

Daniel Lade
Thank you for working long nights to teach us about God, working so hard just for
some kids. I truly appreciate it. The only thing I didn’t like was waking up because
weekends are for sleeping in my opinion and maybe it was a little annoying the
boys not letting you sleep. I really enjoyed how everyone was connected and
somehow knew what to do. The songs, teachers, the projects, and other kids were
fun also. Thank you for letting me and the other children stay at your bustling and
exiting hotel.
Josie Somers
The gathering that we attended last weekend was both a learning experience and a lot of fun. I want to thank my chaperone for
taking the time out of her weekend to drive us up, stay with us, and drive us back home. I also want to thank the volunteers
who came up this weekend and make this weekend possible for us to come together and share our faith. Finally, thank you
Pastor for driving the boys up to the hotel and staying with all of us at the gathering.
What I really enjoyed was all of the people there and the workshops. The workshops were my favorite because not only did I
learn a lot, but I also enjoyed the people who ran the workshops. They made the workshops fun and exciting. I also liked the
talks that the Pastors gave to us during our assemblies. The songs that we sang were very upbeat and really catchy. I enjoyed
getting in groups with people that I didn't know and meeting them and learning where they are from.

I learned a lot from the gathering as well. "My Age of Anxiety" helped me deal with my anxiety in simple steps. " Praying in
Color" taught me that you don't need to bow your head and fold your hands, but you can also pray through coloring, reading
the Bible, and praying for others in your community and outside of your community. I met many new people who are very close
to their faith. I would definitely go again and recommend this to others.
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR LENT - Wednesdays
Our Lenten Journey begins this year with Ash Wednesday on March 6th. Our theme is “A Season of
Remembrance.” Each week we will focus on something God remembers or something God causes us to
remember. When God remembers, He does something about it. God remembers and acts graciously towards us.
When God causes us to remember something, He also causes us to receive, by faith, His gracious gifts. By the
time this Lenten season is over, my prayer is that the power of God’s Word will cause us to remember that God
remembers, with action.
April
April
April
April
April

3
10
18
19
21

–
–
–

Pastor Hoerth – Remember Wondrous Works – Psalm 111:4
Pastor Greene – Remember Jesus’ Words – Luke 22:61-62
Maundy Thursday - Remembrance of Me - 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Good Friday – Remember Me - Luke 23:39-43
Easter – Remember Jesus Risen - 2 Timothy 2:8,11

Women’s Auxiliary Blanket Brigade
Making baby blankets for University Hospital
April 24th
10:00am
Messiah Lutheran Church
10416 Bossi Lane

April 17th
1 - 3pm
Bible Study Room

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES
Darrell & Kathy Donselman

22

Gary & Phyllis Morgenroth

30

John & Tonya Cunningham

4

Total

18.85
White
6” Gardenia

12.50
White
6” Peace Lily

8.75
White
4” Peace Lily

9.85
assorted
6” Regal Geranium

15.85
assorted
6” Azalea

13.85
Pink/Blue
6” Hydrangeas

9.85
Yellow
6 1/2” Daffodils

9.85
Purple
“

9.85
White
“

9.85
Pink
6 1/2” Hyacinths

9.85
assorted
6 1/2” Tulips

9.85
Purple
“

9.85
Yellow
“

9.85
White
6 1/2” Florist Mums

5.75
assorted
4 1/2” Mini Rose

5.25
assorted
4 1/2” Reiger Begonia

4.75
assorted
4 1/2” Mums

3.25
assorted
4” Violets

9.85
white
6 1/2” Easter Lily

Color Cost
Variety
#

Return order form to Sandie Rodencal
Make check out to Peace Lutheran Church

Phone number _____________________________

Name ____________________________________

Easter Flower Order form

Total

Bring scissors and pins; and if you wish, sewing
machine with thread. Jobs include pinning,
machine stitching and ironing.
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COMMUNITY RELATIONS:
Miriam Sheline, Chair

Our First Mission Sunday outreach was March 31. Thanks to all who made donations and
participated in assembling 100 Flood Buckets for the HARP mission assisting the Appalachian
rural communities. With the recent flooding in the Midwest, the supplies were greatly needed.
Thrivent Action team funds were used for this project. Thanks to Mary Bates for sharing her
mission efforts with us.
The Easter Egg Hunt will be held on April 20. Donations of time and refreshments are needed. Thrivent Action team
funds will be used for this project. This is a great opportunity to introduce the preschool families and others in the
community to our church and our Lord’s message.

Another opportunity to shine will be Saturday May 11. At the preschool’s annual carnival we make contact with
hundreds of children and their families. So mark your calendars and plan to come and help fill goody bags and hand
out balloons.
Finally, do not forget our on going donations to our local food pantry through our Care and Share program.
May the Lord’s light continue to shine through Peace’s outreach efforts in the community.
Dear Saints from Peace,
Please forgive me for the delay in acknowledging and thanking you for your hospitality and
donation to our mission work. We truly enjoyed our visit and were only disappointed that so many
(including Pastor) were sick. My parents enjoyed being with us and meeting many of you. Both Pastor
and Sophia enjoyed the extra birthday treats and balloons. So kind of you to be so thoughtful. (Also
the extra doughnuts made a lovely dessert for our family - thanks!)
I am embarrassed by how much time has passed since we were there and yet it seems so recent!!! Time is
flying. We have been blessed with new Christians joining our congregation and are working to reach out to the
unchurched in Montreal. Check the newsletter for all that’s going on in the Caribbean. God is Good! We couldn’t do
it without you. May God continue to bless your faithfulness and strengthen your fellowship with one another.
The St-Onges

□ In honor of:
□ In memory of:

Please place an Easter Plant in the church:

□ To the Glory of God

□ In memory of:

Name _______________________________________________________

□ In honor of:

Please place an Easter Plant in the church:

□ To the Glory of God

□ In memory of:

Name _______________________________________________________

□ In honor of:

Please place an Easter Plant in the church:

□ To the Glory of God

□ In memory of:

Name _______________________________________________________

□ In honor of:

Please place an Easter Plant in the church:

□ To the Glory of God

□ In memory of:

Name _______________________________________________________

□ In honor of:

Please place an Easter Plant in the church:

□ To the Glory of God

Name _______________________________________________________
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Cincinnati Zone
Missions in Motion

HANDS ON MISSION PROJECT
FLOOD BUCKETS

a celebration of missions
(formerly the Spring Rally)

Sunday, April 28th
Grace Lutheran Church
2:00 pm
Speaker: Diana Snack
“Fish Don’t Know They Are Wet”

Refreshments will be served
Ingathering Donations to bring:
Ready-to-eat food and healthy snacks for
children to take to homes with less reliable
food sources; to be distributed following
Kids’ Church Immanuel Lutheran in
Avondale.

Thank you to all who participated
in filling and assembling the Flood
Buckets. Our thanks to Mary
Bates for being with us last week
from Caldwell, OH. There were over 100 buckets filled
and will be immediately shipped to Freemont,
Nebraska in dealing with the flood waters of the Platte
and Elkhorn Rivers. We had over 60 people who
worked tirelessly (45 minutes) to assemble and load
the buckets and enjoy fellowship and lunch. In filling
the buckets with the needed supplies – it is estimated
that the value of our mission was over $1,500. This
does not count the cost of the buckets of which most
of them were donated from Fire House Subs of
Cincinnati, Kennings Circle K Restaurant, Home Depot
of Western Hills and Harrison, along with other
restaurants. Thanks for all your support PLC. Blessings

Stewardship:
Pat Laaker

“Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the field. Blessed shall be the
fruit of your womb and the fruit of your ground and the fruit of your cattle, the increase of
your herds and the young of your flock. Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading
bowl. Blessed shall you be when you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go
out” (Deut 28:3-6).
This is God’s promise to the Israelites as they stood beyond the Jordan outside of the Promised Land. He promises
blessing to His people. He will make them prosper, whether they are in the city or the field. He will make their fruit
of their work to prosper, whether from the ground or their wombs, their flocks or their herds. He will make them to
prosper in all things, whether upon their coming in or their going out.
But there’s a catch. He would do this for Israel only “if you obey the voice of the Lord your God” (Deut 28:2b). If
they did that, He would cause that “all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you” (Deut 28:2a).
If they didn’t obey the voice of the Lord, if they didn’t keep the commandments of the Lord and walk in His ways
(Deut 28:9), they would be met with curse and woe. The blessings would be replaced with curses. Everything that
the Lord promised to prosper and bless would be cursed and fail.
Thanks be to God that our Lord Jesus Christ has come into our flesh, fulfilled the law for us – in in our place and for
our benefit; died for us – in our place and for our benefit; and is risen from the dead for us – in our place and for
our benefit.
By this we have justification before God. We are forgiven, clean, holy, and righteous. The blessing of God is
promised to us in Christ Jesus. It depends upon His work and not ours.
All this is ours in Holy Baptism. For in Holy Baptism, God claims us as His own, makes us His children, His heirs, His
holy people. And so it is that the work of our hands and its fruit is holy because we are holy in Christ. It is pressed
into His service, and thereby it becomes a blessing to us and to our neighbor.
For this great gift, our reception of the blessings of God because of Christ Jesus our Lord, it is our duty to thank and
praise, serve and obey Him. This is not in order to receive blessings but because in Christ we already have.
It is with this in mind that we sit down on the first day of the week and set aside as He has prospered us to give to
His church for His work of blessing in our midst (1 Cor. 16:2).
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Elders:

Chuck Ausman

Over the past two months, attention has been focused on those good things that God does
for us. We examined the 23rd Psalm and counted the number of good things, gifts, God offers us. With all good examinations, the “why” and the “how” lead us to better understanding. Why does God do good things for us? How is this accomplished?
Why? The Bible tells us plainly and repeatedly, God Loves Us. Jeremiah 31:3 “The LORD
appeared to us in the past, saying: “I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn
you with unfailing kindness.” Psalm 136:26 “Give thanks to the God of heaven. His love
endures forever.” Deuteronomy 7:9 “Know therefore that the LORD thy God, he is God,
the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him and keep his commandments to a
thousand generations.” Ephesians 2:4 “But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he
loved us.”
How? The Bible gives us a much deeper insight in “how” in John Chapter 10: 1-18, “The Parable of the Good Shepard”.

“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, that man
is a thief and a robber.2 But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the gatekeeper opens.
The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all
his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 5 A stranger they will not follow,
but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6 This figure of speech Jesus used with
them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.
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So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 All who came before me are
thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved
and will go in and out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may
have life and have it abundantly. 11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the
sheep. 12 He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming
and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them.13 He flees because he is a hired
hand and cares nothing for the sheep.14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as
the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 And I have other sheep that
are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. 18 No one takes
it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up
again. This charge I have received from my Father.”
Your Father in Heaven knows you and calls you. He offers you a clear direction and path. The Shepard leads you in
the right direction, protecting and caring for you along the way preventing you from going astray. Jesus died for
you. It’s significant that Christ gave up his earthy life so you can have eternal life.

As Pastor has told us many times in 1 John 2:2; “And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours
only but also for the whole world.”
As we’re thankful for God’s grace and mercy, let’s not forget the “why” or the “how”.
Take the time to pray Hebrews 13:20-21; “Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the
dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you complete in every
good work to do His will, working in you what is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory
forever and ever.” Amen.

Fred & Marge Leberecht
17 Silver Maple Way
Cincinnati, OH 45246
513-746-3235
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Peace Lutheran Church
1451 Ebenezer Road
Cincinnati, OH 45233

Larry J. Rodencal, Pastor
Church Phone: (513)-941-5177
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April 18th
Maundy Thursday
Worship &
Communion
7:00pm
April 19th

April 14th
Palm Sunday
10:30am

April 21st
Easter Worship
10:30am

Good Friday
Worship
7:00pm

