2019
From the Pastor:

From the President:
Garry Laaker

Welcome to the February 2019 issue
of the Messenger of Peace. As
president, I look forward to working
with you and the Church Council. If
you have any questions or concerns
regarding Peace, please feel free to
ask me, the Pastor or any member of
Council.

From the very first chapter of Scripture, the Bible makes
a case for the dependability of God. Nine times the text
says, "God said." And without exception, when God spoke,
something happened! Something wonderful happened. By
divine command there was light, land, beaches, and
creatures. God consulted no advisers. He needed no
assistance. He spoke, and it happened. The reader is left
with one conclusion: God's word is sure. What he says
happens.
Jesus told a story about two home builders. They had
similar supplies and plans and identical aspirations. Each
wanted to build a house. What separates the wise from the
foolish? Both men hear God's words. But only the wise man
builds his house upon them.

Please remember that you are all
welcome to join our Voter’s Assembly
(you need to be at least 18 years old)
and you are also invited to attend our
council meetings. The Voter’s meeting
are the 2nd Sunday of March, June,
September and December and the
council meets on the 2nd Monday of
the months when there is no Voter’s
meeting. The next council meeting will
be Feb. 11. If you have the time,
please volunteer to help on one of our
committees.

is your foundation holding up? Come and join us
each Sunday during February and hear the promises that
God gives to us and how those em pow er us to live
our lives in this world as His Children.
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I would like to thank everyone
for their support of Peace during 2018. Thanks to
a terrific December, we ended the year with a
$2110.75 surplus. Our predicted income for 2018
was $173,000 and the actual was $183,118.91.
Thanks also to our committee heads who
underspent the budget by about $5,400. Above
all, we need to thank the Lord for providing our
members with the resources and generosity to
support our church!

December & 2018 totals:

Organist

February:

2018
Year End
Financial Report

Income December:
Expense December:
Difference

$25,970.83
14,889.91
$11,080.92

Income 2018
Expenses 2018
Difference

$183,118.91
181,008.16
$ 2,110.75

Thanks again for your support! Please remember
even though we have missed two Sundays in
January, our expenses continue.

Head Elder: Chuck Ausman

SERMON SERIES FOR JANUARY - FEBRUARY
Pastor has prepared a series of sermons based on the Hope that we have. Our
“hope” is more than just wishful thinking or praying. Our “hope” gives us more
than “it might happen.” That’s because our “HOPE comes from believing the
promises of GOD!” The promises that God grants to us is the assurance of
things that He has given to those who believe in Him. As people of faith we cling
to His Word of promises. Over the several weeks of this series we will take a look
at some of those promises that God has given to His people. Come and join us
each week for a wonderful promise of God that will fill our lives with hope and
empower us to live as the children of God.
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February 3rd

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

PLW Souper Bowl & Bake Sale
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Looking for easy?? Then grab a pint or quart of
homemade soup to take home an eat while you
are watching the game.
Don’t
forget to pick up some baked goods
to finish out your meal.
Donated soups and baked good are needed. See the
sign up sheet in the narthex. Proceeds go to fund PLW
mission projects such as helping with the Flood Bucket
project.
(see page 4)

Even though Christmas is just over
it’s time to begin practicing Easter
music. The Board of Education will
also start looking at VBS programs.
January is the recommended time to
decide, so stay tuned for further
updates regarding dates and program
choice.

February 27th
1 - 3pm
Bible Study Room
LENT: A SEASON OF REMEMBRANCE

While Lent is still another month away, our scheduling turns to remind you that we will again offer our
Midweek Fellowship Meal and Worship Services each Wednesday beginning with Ash Wednesday on
March 6th. Every Wednesday of Lent we will begin with a Fellowship Meal beginning at 6:00 and our
Worship service beginning at 7:00.
Watch the front hall for a sign-up sheet to host the variety of Wednesday Suppers.
Our theme for this year: “Lent: A Season of Remembrance” will be held with various pastors from the
Cincinnati sister congregations taking part in a rotation. Those pastors in the rotation are:
Pastor
Pastor
Pastor
Pastor
Pastor
Pastor

Rodencal, Peace Lutheran;
Norris/Berner, Christ Lutheran;
Stuckwisch, Messiah Lutheran;
Davenport, Trinity Lutheran;
Hoerth, Zion Lutheran;
Greene, Immanuel Lutheran, (Avondale)
3

HANDS ON MISSION PROJECT
Once again we would like to bring a
helping hand to those who are in need by
providing FLOOD BUCKETS to those
who are or have been affected by
flooding. The last Flood Bucket Mission
was in October of 2017 and over 100
Flood Buckets were shipped to the
Dominican Republic. The Flood Bucket
Mission Board will be set up by the
beginning of March for you to tear off a
tag(s) and provide supplies or monetary
gifts for this event which is scheduled
for March 31st.

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED
The Community Out-reach Committee is seeking anyone with a willingness and/or
information on utilizing electronic media information, (Facebook, Twitter, Webpage or
others). If you are interested in helping out, please use the sign-up sheet in the front hall
or leave a message with Pastor – or better yet- send an email to the
church indicating your interest in helping. We would like to review
our presence on Face Book and also look at our Web Page –
peacechurchlink.com. An initial meeting is scheduled for February
10 following the church service.

PRINCE of PEACE Winter Shelter
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Over-the-Rhine houses a Winter Shelter for
those who have no housing. The Prince of Peace Shelter is open from 9:00pm to
7:00am every night starting Dec. 15th through Feb. 28th. In order to provide
this service, we need your financial support. Any donation helps -- $11
provides housing for one person for one night. If you would like to donate to the
Prince of Peace Winter Shelter, a free-will offering will be received in the rear
of the church or you may place an offering earmarked, “Prince of Peace.”
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Community Relations:
Miriam Sheline

The Community Relations board was actively engaged in outreach in December. First more than 160
“Holy Family” wooden nativity ornaments were given to each of the Preschool children on December
19, 20, and 21 and to each of the Sunday school children on December 24.

In addition, Our Fall Mission Sunday was held on December 30. On that day, our adopted missionary
Pastor Charles St-Onge and his family (wife Deborah and children Olivia and Sophia) visited with us.
Pastor St-Onge addressed the adult Bible class and conducted the worship service on that day. A
social hour in the fellowship hall followed the worship service.
We have been blessed with Dave Ringshauser’s service as Chair of the Board for 9 years. He has
graciously agreed to continue as a board member, along with Dick Keller and Mike and Donna Seibert. May their presence
continue to enrich Peace’s efforts to reach out to the community and spread the Gospel.
In 2019 our first outreach project is already planned with a Valentines gift to be given to each of the Preschool
children. Also, the Care and Share program will continue this year. Canned goods and non-perishables may be brought in
on any Sunday of the month to help support our local food banks.
Thanks again to Scott Stout for serving as the
coordinator for this program.

Elders:

Chuck Ausman
A Bible Verse, Luther’s Small Catechism & a Familiar Song
、主はわたしの羊飼いです。私は望んでいないだろう。
2

彼は私を緑の牧草地で横にしている。

彼は私をまだ水のそばに導いてくれる。

[a]

3

彼は私の魂を回復する。

彼は私を義の道で導いてくれる

[b]

彼の名前の為に
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死の影の谷を歩いているにもかかわらず、

[c ]

悪を恐れることはない
あなたは私と共にいます。
あなたのロッドとあなたのスタッフ、
彼らは私を慰めます。
私の前にテーブルを用意して
私の敵の存在で;
あなたは私の頭を油で塗る。
私のカップは溢れている。
6
確か 善と慈悲 私に従わなければならない
私の人生のすべての日、
そして私は住むだろう の家に主
絶えず。
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[d]

[e ]

[f]

[g ]

“I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to him; but the Holy Ghost has
called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith; even as He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith: in which Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all sins to me and all believers, and will at the last day raise up me and all the dead, and
give unto me and all believer in Christ eternal life. This is most certainly true.”
Jesus loves me! This I know, For the Bible tells me so;
Little ones to Him belong; They are weak, but He is strong.
Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.
Reading from above, count the number of times reference is given because you did something for God. What does that suggest?
When problems arise and doubts surround you, reach out to God, it seems he’s most willing to help. Isaiah 41:10 “So do not fear,
for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous
right hand.”
By the same token, when things are going well, it would be a nice gesture to offer God a little praise, a prayer or two.
Sometimes we don’t understand everything. But we do have an answer.
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Stewardship:
Pat Laaker

PLC LCMS Stewardship Ministry Newsletter Article – February 2019
The season of Epiphany focuses on how God was made manifest in the flesh of Jesus. The
church spends time hearing of the miracles, the signs and wonders, of Jesus in the world.
And this made plain to all that Jesus was who He said He was: He was the Second Person of
the Holy Trinity, the only-begotten Son of the Father, in the flesh. For “the Word became
flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14).
It is revealed for all the world to see that Jesus is God in the flesh. It is made manifest by His words and His work, by
what He said and by what He did. And these belong together, for “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”
Jesus is the Word and will of God in the flesh, that is, He is the walking, talking, enactment of God’s Word.
It is no different for us. We are called not just to believe in God in hearts, but also to trust in God in word and deed.
As James wrote: “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves” (James 1:22), and again,
“What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? … So also faith by itself, if it
does not have works, is dead. … Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my
works. … For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead” (James 2:14, 17–18,
26).
Our faith is lived out in works for our neighbor. Our trust in the Word and will of God is lived out not in word only,
but also in deed and in truth. In other words, the Epiphany of the Lord creates in us an epiphany of our faith in our
works of obedience to God who commanded them. By this, our faith is made manifest to the world. It is, as Luther
wrote of faith:
“Faith is a divine work in us. It changes us and makes us to be born anew of God (John 1). It kills the old Adam
and makes altogether different people, in heart and spirit and mind and powers, and it brings with it the Holy
Spirit.
“Oh, it is a living, busy, active, mighty thing, this faith. And so it is impossible for it not to do good works
incessantly. It does not ask whether there are good works to do, but before the question rises, it has already done
them, and is always at the doing of them.
“He who does not these works is a faithless man. He gropes and looks about after faith and good works and knows
neither what faith is nor what good works are, though he talks and talks, with many words about faith and good
works.
“Faith is a living, daring confidence in God’s grace, so sure and certain that a man would stake his life on it a
thousand times. This confidence in God’s grace and knowledge of it makes men glad and bold and happy in
dealing with God and all His creatures.
“And this is the work of the Holy Spirit in faith. Hence a man is ready and glad, without compulsion, to do good to
everyone, to serve everyone, to suffer everything, in love and praise to God, who has shown him this grace.
“And thus it is impossible to separate works from faith, quite as impossible as to separate burning and shining
from fire. Beware, therefore, of your own false notions and of the idle talkers, who would be wise enough to make
decisions about faith and good works, and yet are the greatest fools.” (Preface to the Book of Romans)
So, then, let our faith be active by God’s power in the Word through the Holy Spirit. And let then our faith be made
manifest to the world by what this faith does: serving our neighbor — in church, in the family, and society — with the
works of faith in time, talents, and treasures.
John & Tonya Cunningham
Bruce Holwadel
3980 Raceview Ave
Cincinnati, OH 45211
John Cell: 513-532-2247
Tonya Cell: 513-518-3387
Johncunningham41@gmail.com
June Gillilano
2832 Harrison Ave
Cincinnati, OH 45211

Keary Henkener
5320 Greenwell Ave
Cincinnati, OH 45238
513-383-3968
khenkener@fuse.net
Krista Hill
5421 Northpoint Dr
Cincinnati, OH 45247

513-481-4795
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The letters need to be unscrambled to find the answer.
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