2019
From the Pastor:

"Does God care about me?"
For some people, there is doubt whether God can take care
of each and every person on earth. We compare God with
the president of some enormous company and remark that
He cannot know, nor do we expect Him to know, the needs
of the thousands working for Him. If God is indeed the creator of each day and all the things that function in this universe, supplying all the earth with food and drink, guiding the
affairs of all nations, there's no way God would have time to
think of the needs and troubles of each and every person
living on earth.
Have you ever noticed that the
23rd Psalm is written in the
“singular?” Singular? Yes, the
psalm does not read: "The Lord
is our Shepherd; we shall not
want. He makes us to lie down
in green pastures; He leads us beside the still waters." No,
the Psalmist, David writes: "The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall
not want. He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He
leads me beside the still waters." In all six verses of that
psalm the singular is used. I believe the Lord did that on purpose. By means of the singular pronoun, He is telling that He
cares about each and every one of us as individuals. The
truth that He is going to take the time and use it to help you,
in the problems you have and to assist you, in the troubles
that you have. He's going to use it to help each and every
one of us.
Is there still a doubt in your mind? Read Galatians 2:20.
There Paul says, Jesus, "who loved me and gave Himself for
me." Paul often speaks of Jesus dying for the world; but
here, Paul says that Jesus died for him—for him, in the singular. He says that everything Jesus did was done especially
for him, to save him from sin, to save him from death, to
save him from the power of the devil. We can say that very
same thing: “Christ died for me.”

1. Jesus, I will ponder now
On Thy holy Passion;
With Thy Spirit me endow
For such meditation.
Grant that I in love and faith
May the image cherish
Of Thy suffering, pain, and death,
That I may not perish.
4. Grant that I Thy Passion view
With repentant grieving
Nor Thee crucify anew
By unholy living.
How could I refuse to shun
Every sinful pleasure
Since for me God's only Son
Suffered without measure?
5. If my sins give me alarm
And my conscience grieve me,
Let Thy cross my fear disarm,
Peace of conscience give me.
Grant that I may trust in Thee
And Thy holy Passion.
If His Son so loveth me,
God must have compassion.
6. Grant that I may willingly
Bear with Thee my crosses,
Learning humbleness of Thee,
Peace mid pain and losses.
May I give Thee love for love!
Hear me, O my Savior,
That I may in heaven above
Sing Thy praise forever.
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Sunday Morning Schedule
Christian Education Hour
9:15 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

March:
Sean Kaufenberg
Randy Dunham
Reuben Nystrom
Eric Ringshauser
Scott Stout
Head Elder: Tom Booher

Ash Wednesday
March 6th
6:00 pm

MARCH BIRTHDAYS

2

Brett Vallandingham

4

Janet Hill

7

Sherrie Bowen

8

Don Pabst

17

Bill Spetz

18

Dot Keller

18

Jessica Ringshauser

24

Barb Fuhr

25

Gabrielle Evans

25

Grant Evans

26

Doug Keller

31

Alex Griffin

Watch for Sign-up sheet
in the narthex.

The work is easier if 2 families sign up
per Wednesday for the entrée
Dinners are served from 6:00—6:45.
If ‘everyone’ helps with clean up
‘everyone’ can get into church on time.
Those attending are asked to bring a
side dish or dessert.
Ash Wednesday, March 6th
Youth Group
Chile & homemade soup
Wednesday, March 13th
“Pasta Night”

Bring a side dish or dessert to
share.

Wednesday, March 20th
“Breakfast for Dinner”
Wednesday, March 27th
“Soup or Stew”

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES

3

Anthony & Jill Evans

9

Wayne & Linda Koelling

March 20th
1 - 3pm
Bible Study Room

Wednesday, April 3rd
“Taco Bar”

Wednesday, April 10th
“Casseroles”

COMMUNITY RELATIONS:
Miriam Sheline, Chair

Welcome to the New Year! The Community Relations board has already begun its mission to spread
our Lord’s love in the community. We have completed the first outreach program for the year. For
Valentine’s Day, a small bag of gummy candy hearts was given to 125 preschoolers with John 3:16 on
the bag. With the assistance of some of our Sunday School Students, a Jesus Loves You from Peace
label was placed on the back.
We also added a plea for monetary assistance for Prince of Peace for their cold shelter for the homeless. That need has now
been met. Thank you to our congregation who helped with their gifts in this effort.
Our Care and Share program supports the Anderson Food pantry. As the holiday season is over, their shelves have been
depleted. So any assistance in restocking the food pantry is greatly appreciated. Feel free to bring your nonperishable food
items and toiletries to church and Scott Stout will get them delivered.

Mark your Calendar for our First Mission Sunday outreach on March 31. We will once again be preparing Flood Buckets for the
HARP mission assisting the Appalachian rural communities. Be looking for the donation lists to be posted soon. Also, if you
have a source for 5 gallon buckets, those are in great need this year as we would like to fill 100 buckets.
May the Lord’s light continue to shine through our outreach efforts in the community.
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HANDS ON MISSION PROJECT –
FLOOD BUCKETS
The mission project for this quarter will be
the assembly of “Flood Buckets” for HARP.
HARP = Helping Appalachian Rural People

 A list of items needed is posted on the chalk board in the narthex. The prices of each tag vary from $5.00 to $13.00. You may
pick up your items anywhere. The chalk board only indicates a place where the items can be found.
.

Bring your items to pack between March 24th and March 31st.

If you purchase items at GFS, when specified for Peace
Lutheran Church, these items will be tax exempt.

 The mission project will conclude on Sunday, March 31
 A special Worship Service of information on Mission – Acts of Mercy.
 A Congregation Luncheon will be provided by Thrivent Action Team Money. The free-will offering will be used to
support the Hands on Mission Project.
 Following the assembling of the buckets with the items we have purchased we will have the congregational
luncheon.
YOU CAN HELP
1) Purchase items that are needed. (You may also make a monetary donation)
2) Want to be part of the “kitchen help”? Speak with Sandie Rodencal

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR LENT - Wednesdays
Our Lenten Journey begins this year with Ash Wednesday on March 6th. Our theme is “A Season of
Remembrance.” Each week we will focus on something God remembers or something God causes us to
remember. When God remembers, He does something about it. God remembers and acts graciously
towards us. When God causes us to remember something, He also causes us to receive, by faith, His
gracious gifts. By the time this Lenten season is over, my prayer is that the power of God’s Word will
cause us to remember that God remembers, with action.
March 6 – Pastor Rodencal – Remember Dust – Psalm 103:13-14
March 13 - Pastor Berner – Remember the Covenant – Psalm 105:8
March 20 - Pastor Stuckwisch – Remember Steadfast Love – Psalm 98-3
March 27 - Pastor Davenport – Remember Sins No More – Jeremiah 31:34
April 3 - Pastor Hoerth – Remember Wondrous Works – Psalm 111:4
April 10 - Pastor Greene – Remember Jesus’ Words – Luke 22:61-62
April 18 – Maundy Thursday - Remembrance of Me 1 - Corinthians 11:23-26
April 19 – Good Friday – Remember Me - Luke 23:39-43
April 21 – Easter – Remember Jesus Risen - 2 Timothy 2:8,11
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Devotions from Lutheran Hour Ministries can help keep your faith conversations
going. Read, listen, e-mail, or print at www.lhm.org/lent or pick up a copy on the
table in the narthex.
The human ensemble in Jesus’ Passion is a diverse cast and far older than the
period of Jesus’ ministry. Beyond the well-known contemporaries of Jesus like
Judas, Pilate, Herod, Mary Magdalene, John, and Peter, there are many others
with a role in this divine drama. In People of the Passion, you’ll see God at
work—from the fall of man to the first century—slowly, steadily, unfolding His
master plan of love and redemption

JR HIGH DISTRICT YOUTH GATHERING
March 8-10
This year the youth in 6th – 8th grades will be attending a
Gathering of the Ohio District in Columbus, OH. We will have 7
kids and 2 chaperones attending. There will be about 350
youth from throughout Ohio who will gather for songs with
PEDER EIDE, devotional time, creative crafts, servant events,
games, and our assembly leader – Pastor JEFFREY MEINZ.
We look forward to our time together and thank the
congregation for your support in all of our youth events. So
stay tuned…. We plan to share some of our experiences with
you in the next newsletter.

Annual Federation Seminar

Please note that
Wayne & Linda Koelling’s
address should be IN not OH.

March 30th
9:00am - 12:15 pm
Grace Lutheran Church
3628 Boudinot Ave
Cincinnati, OH 45211

“Hope If Your Heart is Breaking”
Rev. Dr. Reed Lessing
Schedule
Registration 8:45 - 9:15
Seminar 9:30 - 10:30
Break 10:30 - 11:00
Seminar 11:00 - 12:15

A souper BIG Thank You to all who
donated
homemade soup
and baked goods.
What a selection
there was, many
types of soup and
all
those
goodies!!

Another souper BIG Thank You to those
who purchased said soup and goodies.
What a terrific way to try out new
flavors and recipes. Even if your fav
team didn’t win, your soup supper was
a winner!!

April 6th

Rummage & Bake Sale
April 18th
Maundy Thursday
Worship
April 19th
Good Friday Worship

April 20th

Easter Egg Hunt

April 21st

Easter Worship

April 24th

Women’s Auxiliary
Blanket Brigade
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Elders:

Chuck Ausman

To be continued: As a kid, watching TV, sometimes the story program would get intense. As you looked to the
clock, you might have wondered, how will this end with two minutes to go? Then the phrase, “to be continued”
appeared on the screen. The excitement of the end of the show is suddenly the anticipation for the next
week.
Last month, the phrase “A Bible Verse, Luther’s Small Catechism & a Familiar Song” was the title. 、主はわたし
の羊飼いです。私は望んでいないだろう。2
彼は私を緑の牧草地で横にしている。was left in the natural Japanese
script. In fact, that script was Psalm 23, very familiar, at least in English. But let’s not become confused. Of
the three phrases from last month, only the 23 rd Psalm comes directly from the Bible, the inerrant word of
God. Luther’s Small Catechism does a great job in explaining the Lutheran belief in the Bible, and the song
“Jesus Loves Me” certainly reminds us of a most important fact, yet they both only point to the true word of
God found in the Bible.
Referring again to last month, I counted the number of phrases that satisfied the question, “What God did for
me?”
1. Gives me reason.
2. Gives me strength.
3. Give me belief.
4. Gives comes to me.
5. Holy Ghost has called me by the gospel.
6. Enlightened me with gifts.
7. Sanctified the whole Christian Church.
8. He calls the whole Church.
9. He gathers the whole Church
10. He enlightens the whole Church.
11. He forgives me all my sins.
12. Forgives the sins of all believers.
13. He will raise me up on the last day.
14. He will raise all the dead.
15. He will give me eternal life
16. He’ll give all believers in Christ eternal life.

17-20 Jesus Loves me. (4X)
21. He belongs to little ones, children.
22. I shall not want.
23. Makes me lie down in green pastures.
24. He leads me beside still waters.
25. He restores my soul.
26. He guides me in paths of righteousness.
27. He will remove fear.
28. He is with me.
29. His rod & staff comfort me.
30. He prepares a table before me.
31. He anoints my head with oil.
32. You overfill my cup.
33. From him, goodness and mercy will follow me.
34. I’ll dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

Thirty-four phrases above are exhortations of what God does for us; indeed nice.

So what’s to be continued? We need to fully understand why that loving list is possible. We can find a great
explanation from the doctrinal position of the Lutheran Church (Synod).
“On Justification: Holy Scripture sums up all its teachings regarding the love of God to
the world of sinners, regarding the salvation wrought by Christ, and regarding faith in
Christ as the only way to obtain salvation, in the article of justification. Scripture teaches that God has already declared the whole world to be righteous in Christ, Rom. 5:19; 2
Cor. 5:18-21; Rom. 4:25; that therefore not for the sake of their good works, but without the works of the Law, by grace, for Christ's sake, He justifies, that is, accounts as
righteous, all those who believe, accept, and rely on, the fact that for Christ's sake
their sins are forgiven. Thus the Holy Ghost testifies through St. Paul: "There is no difference; for all have sinned and come short of the glory of God, being justified freely by
His grace, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus," Rom. 3:23, 24. And again:
"Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the Law,"
Rom. 3:28.”
Through Christ’s death and resurrection, you are declared righteous. As Pastor said last
week, you are an heir. To be continued….we know for sure.

5

Stewardship:
Pat Laaker

Everything we have and everything we are is a gift of God’s providential care. We
understand that we’re not islands unto ourselves. We could not exist without those
who have gone before us and those who walk alongside us. God has given us
forefathers in family, country, and faith. We are recipients of what God worked
through them. We know God provides for our well-being through these means.
He gives us farmers and ranchers so we can eat. But more than that, God created
and gave us all the things those farmers and ranchers cultivate. He gave us the corn, the beans, the
wheat, the cows for milking, the steers for grilling. He gave each of those things for our nourishment and
sustenance. Without God creating and instilling in those things their taste, their nutritional value, etc., we
would not exist.
God gives us doctors, surgeons, nurses, and hospitals. He gives us medicine and medical instruments, and,
of course, He gave us everything to make those medicines and medical instruments. He instilled in those
things the properties to be utilized for those purposes. Without God creating and instilling healing
properties into those things – and without God creating the ability within man to learn this and implement
it to serve our medical needs – we would not enjoy the health we do now.
But there’s more. He gives us gainful employment through our employers and provides for the necessities
of life through the labor of our hands:
“Then Moses said to the people of Israel, ‘See, the Lord has called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, son of
Hur, of the tribe of Judah; and he has filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, with intelligence, with
knowledge, and with all craftsmanship, to devise artistic designs, to work in gold and silver and bronze, in
cutting stones for setting, and in carving wood, for work in every skilled craft. And he has inspired him to
teach, both him and Oholiab the son of Ahisamach of the tribe of Dan.’ ” (Exodus 35:30–34)
And one step back from that, He has created and given us hands, and attached to hands are arms with
strength. He created us with minds to make those arms and hands move and accomplish the work set
before us. And with that mind, He has given us reason and senses.

That mind, because of the reason God has instilled in it, is able to work through difficult problems before
we press those arms and hands into labor. It allows us to grapple with concepts and run through scenarios
instead of having to experience every situation personally. It allows us to learn from the mistakes, as well
as from the accomplishments, of ourselves and others. This can be done for our entire body, all our skills
and talents, everything that makes us … us.
So, everything we have and everything we are is a gift from Him. This is what we confess in the First
Article of the Creed when we say that we “believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.”
But that is just the First Article of the Creed. We confess two more articles that deal with God’s provision
for our spiritual well-being. He sent his Son to die and be raised on the third day for our justification. He
delivers that justification through the means of grace (baptism, preaching and the Word of God, and the
Lord’s Supper). And to give you those means of grace, He gives pastors and teachers, etc. Literally
everything we have and everything we are in this life – and the next – is an inexpressible gift from God.
And it is for this, all of this, that we give thanks. And that is what stewardship is all about — giving thanks
for God’s provision for us. To give thanks is more than having an attitude of gratitude, more than just a
feeling in our hearts.
It is an action. It begins in the heart, but it doesn’t stay there. It works its way out through the mouth in
praise for God’s gifts and in love and charity through the hands to our neighbors in family, country, and
church.
“For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey him” (The Small Catechism, 16).

Answer to Puzzle
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