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From the Pastor:

During this past Lent/Easter season it seems that I am constantly reading and trying to find some
illustrations that can make my sermons more relevant and meaning for us. Such an illustration follows:
Michael Monsoor, a Navy SEAL, was in Iraq for five months.
During those five short months, Monsoor received the Silver Star and the Bronze Star. In a solemn White
House ceremony, the President of the United States gave Monsoor's proud and grieving family the Medal
of Honor (2008).
Monsoor's story is a dramatic one.
On September 29, 2006, he and some comrades were on the roof of a building in Ramadi, Iraq. His unit
was trying to get rid of enemy fighters in a dangerous part of that city.
From out of nowhere, a grenade hit Monsoor in the chest.
Monsoor could have gotten away, but he didn't. He chose to protect his
comrades by covering the grenade with his body. He took the full force of
the blast in his chest. For half an hour, Michael Monsoor lingered. Then, he
died.
One of the soldiers whose life Monsoor saved said, "Mikey looked death in
the face that day and said, 'You cannot take my brothers. I will go in their stead.'"
I know one other Man who said the same thing.
Two thousand years ago, the Son of God, Jesus Christ, was nailed to a Roman cross on a skull-shaped
hill outside the city of Jerusalem. When death came, Jesus said, "You may take Me, but you
cannot take My brothers and My sisters. I shall pay the price necessary for them to live."
I am reminded of the passage that St. Paul wrote in Romans: “For while we were still

weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous
person-though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die-but God shows His
love for us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”(Romans 5: 6-8)
Of course, there are several differences between the heroic sacrifice of Michael Monsoor
and our Savior. One died to save his friends; Jesus died to save those who hated Him.
Michael was only able to save a few of his comrades, but the Savior has rescued all who
believe on Him as their Redeemer. The soldiers Michael saved will eventually die, but Jesus
gave His life so all who believe on Him might live forever.
And there is one other difference. For His sacrifice and resurrection, Jesus received no
medal. The only appreciation and award He desires is the faith of thankful and redeemed
hearts.
(illustration from Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus. The Lutheran Hour Minsistries)
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From the President:

May:

Garry Laaker

Welcome to the May issue of the
Peace Messenger. Spring, or is it
summer, is finally here!

Milt Bllersch
Fred Leberecht
Steve Lipez, Sr
Bob Selmeyer
Head Elder: Chuck Ausman

MAY BIRTHDAYS
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VBS will be Monday, July 8-12 from
6:00 pm to 8:30 pm.
We will need volunteers to teach, assist
in classrooms, recreation, refreshments,
and registration .

The annual Sunday School picnic and
pig roast will be on June 2. Join us
for kids games, the pie baking contest
and a lot of good roast pork.

Our Master carpenter, Scott Stout has
decided to retire so we need a leader
for woodworking.

Check all the various board reports in
the Messenger for other upcoming
events.

William Ausman

Meeting to be announced.

Paul Dotterman
Amanda
Kaufenberg
Wayne Koelling

Our children did a wonderful job
singing on Easter. But they are
working on another surprise!

Congratulations to Lisa Selmeyer on
her upcoming wedding in May!
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Brody Rodencal
Julie Sheline
Chambers
Randy Dunham
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Keary Henkener
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Conner Koelling
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Jakob Ringshauser

25

Amy Fisher Geise
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Jenny Lipez
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Linda Ausman

20

Well , time to start preparations for
VBS. This year we are going on a
Miraculous Mission, gaining knowledge
and joy for God’s Creation.

Creative Pre-school’s annual carnival is
this month on Saturday, May 11.
Community
relations
will
need
volunteers
to
help
with
our
information table and balloons. Check
with Miriam Sheline if you are
available to assist.

As always, please keep Peace and our
members in your prayers. Have a
great month and don’t forget Mother’s
Day (May 12)!

Will resume
In the fall

PLW wishes to thank all those who helped make
the last Rummage and Bake Sale a success.
From setting up tables, sorting items, pricing,
baking, working on Saturday, or helping to box
up what was left it could not have been done
without you!!
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Jesse & Julie Koelling

Next sale is

13

Dave & Karen Ringshauser

tentatively set for
Saturday, October 5th.

2

MAY ANNIVERSARIES

Saturday
May 11th
11:00 - 3:00
Volunteers Needed
Pass out Balloons and Goodie bags
filled with stuffers and VBS info
Work when you can or stay all day.
Whatever fits your schedule.
Pre-school will be
selling refreshments

VBS
Kids learn about God's plan of salvation from creation
to cross with five spectacular Bible lessons.
July 8th - 12th
6:00 pm - 8:30 pm

Peace Lutheran Church
Volunteers needed: teachers, teacher aids, recreation,
refreshments, registration and a woodworking leader.
Talk to Janet Wood or Pastor Larry if you can help.
Congratulate these young adults on
their accomplishment when you see
them:

Register on line at:
https://vbsmate.com/events/peacecincy/18013

Hunter Keller

Lutheran Witness Magazine
Renewal Due

Oak Hills High School

Sam Seibert

Put $15.96 into the Lutheran
Witness envelope found in
your box of church envelopes
and drop it into the collection
plate.

Oak Hills High School

Lauren Sprague

Webster University
BA in Acting
Magna Cum Laude

Due by May 28th.
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Annual Pig Roast
Sunday - June 2nd
At the church picnic shelter

3:00 Games begin
3:45 Pies submitted for
Pie Baking Contest
1. Crust must be homemade
2. May not submit the same
pie 2 years in a row

5:00 Dinner served

To Bring:
Snacks
Your own drinks
(alcohol is allowed)
Comfy lawn chairs
Salad or dessert to share
Table service is provided

Wayne & Ann Beckelhymer
Logan Lynn Beckelhymer

Build your house on the rock.
Everyone then who hears these
words of mine and does them will
be like a wise man who built his
house on the rock. And the rain
fell, and the floods came, and the
winds blew and beat on that house,
but it did not fall, because it had
been founded on the rock.

Your word is a lamp to my
feet and a light to my
path.
Psalm 119:105
Tanner

Pastor Larry

Keller

Madison
Lade
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Matthew 7:24-25

Stewardship:
Pat Laaker

Stewardship is not just about giving money to the church. It includes this, to be sure, but it
is not limited to it. Stewardship involves our whole life – everything we have and everything
we are.
Let us not, though, fall into the trap of thinking that because we give of ourselves in one
area we can neglect giving in another. Stewardship is not stealing from Peter to pay Paul. It
is not a game we play whereby we justify ourselves in not giving a tenth of our income
because we have given in some other way. This is why our Lord warns:
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected
the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without
neglecting the others.” (Matthew 23:23)
We are given to do both – tithe of ourselves and what we have. And so it is that St. Paul makes his appeal to us:
“I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy
and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is
good and acceptable and perfect.” (Romans 12:1-2)
We are to present our bodies as a living sacrifice to God. We are not to have the mind of the world, where we
exchange equal weight of this for an equal weight of that, and then think that we have done what God has required.
Our whole life is given over for service in and for the Church of God. This is to be done in thanksgiving for what God
in Christ has accomplished for us. This is our spiritual worship, the reasonable response to what He has done for us
– not one for the other, but all in all.
But what does this look like? St. Paul never lays down a general principle without also giving us some practical
application of what shape that principle is to take concretely. He gives the general principle that our bodies are to be
living sacrifices to God, and, after admonishing those who have been given particular gifts of grace to serve the
church, St. Paul then speaks generally of what is expected of all. He says:
“Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another with brotherly affection.
Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in
hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show
hospitality.” (Romans 12:9-13)
This is what it looks like to present your bodies as living sacrifices. This is how we live out the grace of God here in
time.
Let us then heed the apostle’s teaching. Let us present our bodies – everything that we have and everything that we
are – as living sacrifices to God, our reasonable response to what God in Christ Jesus accomplished for us by His
death and resurrection.
Through this we have forgiveness of sins, a new life in Christ, and eternal salvation. And through this worship, the
grace of God is made manifest in His saints – for the church and the world.

Income for April was $16,156.00.
Final income and expense figures
for April will be published in the
bulletin.
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Peace Lutheran Church
1451 Ebenezer Road
Cincinnati, OH 45233

Larry J. Rodencal, Pastor
Church Phone: (513)-941-5177
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