The Messenger
Of Peace
From the Pastor:
I have called thee by thy name, thou art Mine.
Isaiah 43:1
"Life is a chance," so many tell us. To such, life
is like a roulette-wheel, which stops randomly at
any number without plan, without purpose, and
without reason. Those who believe this deny
God. They speak of blind fate and of luck.
Others are not ready to rule God out of
existence. Nevertheless, they believe that God is
much too occupied with the big things of the
universe and the history of the world to be
concerned about little me. There is,
however, very little consolation in this. If God is
so preoccupied, I will be crushed between the big
things of life.
The Scriptures give us a greater promise, and
assures us of a more loving comfort. They
tell us that God knows each one of us by name.
God Himself declares through His Word that He
has inscribed our names upon the palms of His
hands. We are personally known to God. He
knows our mistakes as well as our troubles. He
knows our sorrows, as well as our joys. God does
not treat us like so many in a crowd, but He
calls each one by name.





He called Adam by name when he had sinned.
He called Peter by name when He restored
him to discipleship.
He called Mary by name when she stood
outside of the grave weeping.
He calls you and me by name and
sympathizes with us in our tears and
heartaches, in our problems and worries, in
our sicknesses and pains.

What does God say to us as He calls? "Thou
art Mine." God claims us as His own. He claims
us because He has redeemed us through Christ
with His holy, precious blood. The Lord Jesus has
paid the price of our salvation. As the redeemed,
our names are written in the Book of Life.
To hear the call of God, we must know His voice.
God speaks to us through His Word. As we
hear the voice of this Word, we shall find Him
giving us the heartening assurances that He will be
with us and go with us all the way. Let us follow
the voice of His Word and let us abide in His
presence. Then we shall discover that no battle is
fought alone and no burden is crushing us.

Prayer.
Heavenly Father, You have called me out of
darkness into Your presence and have become my
Refuge day after day. You have upheld me in my
troubles and have shielded me against sin and
doubt. You have promised to be with me in the
day of trouble and have never forsaken me. As I
come, I am mindful of my own sins. I am
unworthy of Your many blessings. But nevertheless
I come because You have invited all who are weak,
weary and heavy-laden to come unto You through
Your Son, Jesus Christ. In Your great mercy
cleanse me from all sin. Accept me as Your own
through Him who has loved me unto death.
the labors of our hands. Give us cheerful hearts
and care-free minds. Fill each of us in this place
with the peace and joy of forgiveness. Keep us
faithful to You alone and Your saving Word. I
ask this for the sake of Him who has loved me
unto death, Christ Jesus, my Lord. Amen.
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February 18th
9:30 - 11:30
In the Bible Study Room
Working on cards
for shut-ins

The
Sunday
school
children
have
been
working on new music to
enhance our worship
service. Of course, it’s
not to early to think of
VBS. The board of
education will meet soon
to determine a date and
program.
Our number of young
people is increasing,
especially the preschool.
Please introduce your
child to the love of
Jesus with us!

A souper BIG Thank You to all who donated
homemade soup and baked goods. What a
selection there was, many types of soup and all
those goodies!!
Another souper BIG Thank You to those who purchased said
soup and goodies. What a terrific way to try out new flavors and
recipes. Even if your fav team didn’t win, hope your soup supper

3

Janet Wood

7

Fred Leberecht

8

Emily Underwood

12

Debbie Dunham

15

Morgan Koelling

18

Jessi Ausman

19

Paul Lade

20

Ann
Beckelhymer

21

Jackie DuBois

22

Lucy Guenther

22

Josie Somers

24

Karen Ringshauser

25

John Cunningham

27

Tom Seibert

28

Bob Wood

Board of Trustees:
Dick Keller

I have a couple of people we need to thank;
1) Gail Somers was gracious enough to recover our two benches in the
narthex. We thank her for using her God given talents to make
these great looking bench covers.
2) Paul Rost has been helping our church solve our microphone problems.
He has been in the television business for many years as an engineer.
These are two of many people we have who use their time and talents to help
us around our church. Please thank them for all that they do for us.
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Fred Leberecht
to
retire

Peace Lutheran Church would like
to thank Fred for approximately
40 years; yes, 40 years, of
making sure our sign up by the
road had a worthy saying on it.
We are thankful for his dedicated
service.
This means we are looking for
someone to take over this job. If
you are interested please talk
to: Miriam Sheline, or Pastor
Larry.
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I have loved you with an everlasting love.
Answer to puzzle:

Elders:

Chuck Ausman

Pastor has said it many times. “Everyone who comes to church on Sunday does so for a reason.”
Seems simple. We might even say, “Duh, why else would one come?” We might say we grace the
sanctuary threshold because it’s a habit or perhaps we enjoy visiting with one another. That’s fine. Pastor
keeps a close eye on us as a congregation. He knows each of us. Always, there is a reason that can be
found in the heart. Sometimes it’s a heart of hurt, other times a heart of joy. Sometimes there is a feeling
that something is missing. Doubts abound or perhaps we’re reaching for an answer to a problem, question
or relationship.
Relationship is a good place to start. Many relationships between people, wives, husbands, or children
become broken and bruised. Not fun. Imagine God’s hurt when original sin entered the world. We no
longer walked with God; we hid from God. Perfect became a chasm. Sin was the chasm that separated us
from God.
Fortunately, God reached out to you, each of us. God offered us the Sacrament of Baptism and the broken
relationship with God was fixed forever. Titus 3:5-8 tells us how God rescued us, 5 “He saved us, not because
of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and
renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so
that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.” It’s a nice
thing God did for us. The word “perfect” is now reconnected with our relationship with God. Ephesians 2:89 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.”
Since we’re back to perfect in God’s eyes, we are children, and heirs. We’re
family. It would seem we can reach out to our earthly family in the same
manner. 2 Corinthians 5:18-20 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to
himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God
was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins
against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We
are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal
through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.”
God reached out to us. We reach out to others. We’re Ambassadors. God
wiped the slate clean for you. Think about the slates you need to address in
your relationships?
So what brings us to the church? What can the church do, that a few hours of
sleep on Sunday morning can’t do?

Ash Wednesday
February 26th
6:00 pm

February 22nd
7:00 pm
Messiah Lutheran Church
10416 Bossi Lane
Join Lost And Found to see and hear the story of
Martin Luther and the start of the Reformation,
as told through one hour of original songs, set to
projections from Luther: the Graphic Novel.

Bring a side dish or
dessert to share.

Suggested Donation: $10 per person,
$20 max/family, by way of free-will offering

Watch for Sign-up sheet
in the narthex.

The work is easier if 2 families sign up per
Wednesday for the entrée

The Silent Witnesses of Lent are the objects, animals
and places that played a part during key moments of
Jesus’ suffering, death, and resurrection. We find
them in the pages of the Gospels as well. Though
they perhaps cannot speak, they can show us
something of His love and mercy toward us. During
the next few weeks of Lent, we will listen to what they
can tell us. Join us each Wednesday during the
Lenten season beginning at 7:00 immediately
following our Lenten Suppers.
Each Wednesday during Lent we will also have a
rotation of Pastors from the various congregations
leading us in worship.
Feb 26 – Pastor Rodencal
Mar 4 - Pastor Richard Davenport
Mar 11 – Pastor Milton Berner
Mar 18 – Pastor Everette Greene
Mar 25 – Pastor Allen Stuckwisch
Apr 1 – Pastor Rodencal
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Dinners are served from 6:00—6:45.
If ‘everyone’ helps with clean up ‘everyone’
can get into church on time.
Those attending are asked to bring a
side dish or dessert.
Ash Wednesday, February 29th
Youth Group
Chile & homemade soup
Wednesday, March 4th
“Pasta Night”
Wednesday, March 11th
“Breakfast for Dinner”
Wednesday, March 18th
“Soup or Stew”
Wednesday, March 25th
“Taco Bar”
Wednesday, April 1st
“Casseroles”

Last month the youth participated with
other area youth groups in a Lock-In
hosted by Grace Lutheran Church. We
had 7 youth attend and almost all
managed to stay up the entire night.
The youth also got to hear from the
Creation Museum and see a few animals. They did a GREAT
JOB getting through the High School level Escape Room
with 35 minutes remaining.
Youth Group will again be starting our Lenten Services off
with the first Lenten meal on Feb 26th. Proceeds of the free
will offering will go to the youth group. On March 13 - 15, our
Jr. High students will be attending the Jr. High Youth Retreat
in Columbus. Coming this spring the youth group will be
holding a Pancake Breakfast after church to help raise funds
for upcoming events and also for the National Youth
Gathering in 2022 in Houston, TX. We hope you will plan to
attend and support our youth in these upcoming events.

January 19, 2020
Bob Craven

March 21st
Federation Educational
Seminar
April 5th
Confirmation
April 22nd
Federation Blanket Brigade
May 2
PLW Rummage and Bake Sale

Lutheran Women in Mission
Caring for Others: Our Family,
Friends, and Communities
February 29 at Trinity Lutheran
ALL WOMEN are invited to LWML for “Caring for Others: Our Family, Friends, and Communities”
on Saturday, February 29 at Trinity Lutheran on Springdale Rd. Registration begins at 9:45 a.m.
with the event starting at 10:00. A Bible Study led by Rev. Everette Green will open the day’s
activities before the invited speaker Sandra Curtis begins. She works all over Cincinnati providing
Hospice information, and will share who Hospice is, what services they provide and what they
cannot do. After her presentation there will be time for questions before breaking for the servant
event.
The servant event will be making rice bags for hot or cold application to the body to ease pain and
discomfort and will be donated afterwards to Hospice of Cincinnati. The bags can be various sizes
and shapes, are filled with rice; stored in the freezer or placed in the microwave to warm. A bag
easily conforms to shape of the body to give maximum coverage. The women at Good Shepherd
Lutheran are collecting fabric, which Zion Lutheran women will sew into various bag sizes and
shapes before the LWML event. At LWML the bags will be filled with rice and sewn closed.
Therefore, for the Ingathering, all women attending are asked to bring rice, as any and all amounts
will be appreciated. There are plenty of different jobs, for those who sew and those who prefer not
to sew.
The work will be broken by a light lunch with food provided by the St. Mark’s Lutheran women. If
the weather turns wintery churches will be quickly informed, and the snow date of Saturday March
14 will be used instead.
Mark your calendar, invite a friend, and everyone bring rice! Share this portion of the day with
other women from around our city to learn, care, and work together. It may be February, but the
fellowship will warm everyone!
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January 17th Youth Group at Grace Lutheran

Did you know that

Nicholas Ringshauser rides a unicycle?
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Stewardship:
Pat Laaker

Of the three things a person is not to talk about in polite company – religion,
politics, and money – the church is called, in one way or another, to talk about
all three. Perhaps this is the reason why teaching about stewardship often
seems to be an afterthought. It’s something that happens only out of necessity
when financial constraints are already nipping at the heels.
There is a more excellent way. Stewardship shouldn’t be the kind of teaching
that comes up only when there is a financial crunch. It should be part and parcel of the ongoing instruction
of Christians as they live out their faith in their vocations – members of their family, their society, and their
church. This teaching touches upon every facet of our lives; it stakes a claim upon our time, our presence,
our prayers, and our possessions.
Stewardship begins with the acknowledgment that we are stewards. A steward is a manager of someone
else’s possessions. In Christian stewardship, we recognize, according to the Apostles’ Creed, that God is the
owner of all things as the Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. And in His fatherly divine goodness and
mercy, He gives us what is His to manage here below.
The principal virtue for stewards is faithfulness. As St. Paul wrote to the Christians in Corinth:
“Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful.” (1 Cor. 4:2)
Stewards must manage that which belongs to the owner according to the owner’s wishes. That is what it
means to be faithful in stewardship.
That raises a question: How are Christian stewards to be faithful in their managing of what God has
entrusted to them to manage? In other words, what are the specific duties of a Christian steward?
This depends upon what God has revealed in His Word for each of our vocations in life as those in a family
(fathers, mothers, husbands, wives, children), society (governors or citizens), and the church (pastors or
laity). The Table of Duties from Luther’s Small Catechism lays this out in helpful and orderly way.

Let’s look just at what the laity (hearers as it is labeled in the catechism) owe their pastors:






“In the same way, the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel should receive their
living from the gospel.” (1 Cor. 9:14)
“Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one who teaches. Do not be
deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.” (Gal. 6:6–7)
“Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in
preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, ‘You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the
grain,’ and, ‘The laborer deserves his wages.’ ” (1 Tim. 5:17–18)
“We ask you, brothers, to respect those who labor among you and are over you in the Lord and
admonish you, and to esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Be at peace among
yourselves.” (1 Thess. 5:12–13)
“Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will
have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no
advantage to you.” (Heb. 13:17)

We can see that the Lord commands hearers to support the work of the ministry with the gifts God
endowed them – their time, their presence, their prayers, and their possessions. This is the means by
which God blesses His people with His gifts: the ministry with the support of those whom they serve, and
the hearers with the work of the ministry.
St. Paul expounds upon this further in his letters to the church at Corinth. He instructs them to give
regularly (1 Cor. 16:1–2), proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12), and generously (2 Cor. 8:20) of our
first-fruits (1 Cor. 16:2) with a spirit of eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2
Cor. 9:7), and love (2 Cor. 8:23).
All of this teaching is set forth squarely within the context of stations to which God calls us. This is always
appropriate for the church to speak because it instructs God’s people in how they are to live out their faith
as His stewards under those who are created, redeemed, and sanctified by Him.
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