From the Pastor:

From the President:

One of the places that I drive past on Glenway
Avenue is a pawnshop. I look through the windows and
see a golden saxophone, clusters of watches and rings, a
guitar, pieces of dinnerware. Each piece is waiting to be
redeemed by its rightful owner, bought back by the one
to whom it belongs.
The word redeem comes from the same root as
ransom. The word ransom conjures up such horrifying
nightmares. Yet ransom is the word Jesus himself used
to describe what He would do on the cross. “For even
the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve,
and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45)
These words (redeem and ransom) were used by the
early Christians to awaken our feelings for what Jesus
did for us.
God wants us to sense our human situation is so
desperate that He would have to give His Son to rescue
us. We may question whether we are kidnapped and in
need of being rescued; but the very pride which blinds
us to our sin is our bondage. How can we repent of sin if
we think we don’t have any?
The apostle Paul reminds us that it is Christ “ who
gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness
and to purify for himself a people that are his very own,
eager to do what is good.” (Titus 2:14)
The incredible promise is that your heavenly
Father has paid the ransom for you, His child, and has
redeemed you to bring you safely home.

Garry Laaker

Welcome to the January 2020 issue of the
Messenger of Peace. As president, I look
forward to working with you and the Church
Council.
If you have any questions or
concerns regarding Peace, please feel free to
ask me, the Pastor or any member of Council.
Please remember that you are all welcome to
join our Voter’s Assembly (you need to be at
least 18 years old) and you are also invited to
attend our council meetings. The Voter’s
meeting are the 2nd Sunday of March, June,
September and December and the council
meets on the 2nd Monday of the months when
there is no Voter’s meeting. The next council
meeting will be Jan. 13. If you have the time,
please volunteer to help on one of our
committees.
Thanks for your support during December. We
received over $29,000 in donations.
For your information, the trustees plan to add a
speed bump toward the bottom of the hill in
our driveway by the shed. The new shed has
been broken into several times last year and
we have installed cameras to help prevent this.
The bump will slow cars enough so the license
plate can clearly be read.
We are forming a committee to develop safety
procedures for the congregation. We hope to
get started in January. If you would like to
participate, please let me know.
Please continue to keep Peace and our
members in your prayers.

Peace Lutheran Church
1451 Ebenezer Road
Cincinnati, OH 45233
513-941-5177
www.peacechurchlink.com
Pastor Larry J. Rodencal
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Sunday Morning Schedule
Christian Education Hour
9:15 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

2020 Elected Officers of
Peace Lutheran Church

President

Garry Laaker

Vice President

Scott Somers

Secretary

Lois Lade

Treasurer

Eric Ringshauser

Board of Elders

Chuck Ausman
Ken Selmeyer
Tom Booher

Head Elder

Chuck Ausman

Trustee

Dick Keller

A volunteer is needed to help prepare bulletins,
articles and the newsletter. Can you type?
Knowledge of Microsoft Word a plus but we are
willing to train!! Wanted ASAP. Contact Pastor
Larry.

Chairman: Stewardship & Finance Pat Laaker

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

Chairman: Community Relations

Miriam Sheline
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Bob Selmeyer

Chairman: Fellowship

Mary Senger
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Miriam Sheline

5

Rose
Beckelhymer

8

Steve Lipez

14

Shawn Somers

Other Positions of
Peace Lutheran Church

Organist

Judy Brown
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Reporter: Cincinnati Lutheran
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Editor: Messenger of Peace

Sandie Rodencal

January:
Fred Leberecht
Mike Seibert
Sam Seibert
Tom Seibert
Thank you to all of the Sunday
School children for their
practice and participation in
our Christmas Eve program.
Also included in that thank you
are all of the parents and staff
for being at practice.
Thank you to Amanda for
directing and Pastor for his
collaboration
and
Donna
Seibert for the music.

Elder of Month: Chuck Ausman

Mary Beth
Hunter
Harry
Ringshauser

24

Caroline Somers

25

Claire Kessler

26

Molly Guenther

28

Charles Lipez

28
28
30
31

Deborah
Sprague
Lauren
Sprague
LaVerne
Juengling
Bob Miller

Your donations in December totaled over
$29,000. Thanks again for your tremendous
support! The final expenses have not been
determined, but I do expect we will finish in
the black. The Lord has truly blessed Peace
Congregation!

Let’s start the new year with
good attendance and learning
about Gods love for us
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We will be meeting in January to plan the
events for the upcoming year. If you have
any suggestions please talk to Mary
Senger

Sean & Amanda
Kaufenberg
5454 Whitmore Dr
Cincinnati, OH 45238

JANUARY
ANNIVERSARIES

There still are dates
available for flowers. See
the sign-up sheet in the
narthex. Cost is $23.

31

Doug & Lori
Keller

Go and Be Reconciled: What Does This Mean
reflects on the biblical teaching for reconciliation while
reviewing the six chief parts of Christian doctrine from
Luther’s Small Catechism. The study answers “What does
this mean?” through two parts: “Be Reconciled to God”
and “Be Reconciled to Others.” This study is designed to
help God’s people appreciate the gift of reconciliation that
is theirs in Jesus Christ and to improve their service as
Christ’s ambassadors in everyday life (2 Cor, 5:20).

A special evening with Ohio District
President, Rev Dr. Kevin Wilson is set for
Tuesday, February 4 beginning at 6:30–
8:00. Coffee, drinks and some delicious

hors d'oeuvres will be available beginning
6:00 and through-out.

The purpose of this visit is four-fold:


Learn about the health and vitality of your
congregation



Identify programs or ministries offered at your church
that might benefit other congregations



Provide suggestions and guidance for your church
going forward



Share with the congregation what is happening in the
Ohio District

April 4th - PLW Rummage & Bake Sale
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The ladies of PLW will be selling
homemade soups and baked goods
following the church service on
Sunday, Feb 2nd. Stop by and pick
up something to eat while you
watch the football game that
evening. All proceeds go to
support the various projects of
the Peace Lutheran Women.
Donations of soup/baked goods/
snacks needed.

Stewardship:
Pat Laaker

Our God is a God who works through means. He can and has worked immediately without
agency, as the Bible testifies, but primarily, on the whole and for the most part, our God
works through means. He does this not only for all of our earthly needs but also for all of
our spiritual needs. And He does this for our benefit.
He provides for all our needs of this body and life through means. He gives us fathers and
mothers to care for us when we are young. Through them, God provides house and
home, food and clothing, education and training in the arts and work of this world.
He gives us good government to protect us from harm and danger; He gives us faithful neighbors and good friends
to help in times of need and lack. He gives us employers who trade our work for income so that we may acquire the
needs of the body. He gives us brains and brawn so that we will have something to trade with those employers for
that needed income. This work, which we are able to do only because of what God has provided to us, redounds to
the benefit of others. And so, the cycle of God giving through means continues.
He provides for all our needs of our souls. He sent His Son into the flesh to be our Savior. In that body, our Lord
Jesus Christ lived the life that God demands of us all – a life we have failed to live because of our sins – and, in that
body, He made payment for those sins on the cross, once and for all.
God delivers this forgiveness through the means of His Word and Sacraments. He calls pastors to proclaim, in His
stead and by His command, that our sins are forgiven for Jesus’ sake. Through these same pastors, God Himself
claims us as His own in Holy Baptism, placing His own name on us in water and Word, igniting faith by the gift of
the Holy Spirit. And He gives us His life-giving body and blood to nourish us in this same faith until the end. Our God
is a God who works through means.
This is true also of stewardship. This is what St. Paul wrote in Philippians:
“I have received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a
fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. And my God will supply every need of yours according
to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:18–19).
The gift St. Paul received from the Philippian church is a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to
God. They gave to God. God provided for St. Paul through the Philippians. And the God who loves both Paul and the
Philippians will supply their every need according to the riches in Christ Jesus. Our God is a God who works through
means.
“For all the promises of God find their Yes in [Jesus Christ],” St. Paul tells us in 2 Cor. 1:20. This is true also of you.
Trust in the God who provides for all that we need in body and soul through means. And not only will you find His
“yes” to you, but others will find it, too, through you. “But as you excel in everything – in faith, in speech, in
knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you – see that you excel in this act of grace also” (2 Cor. 8:7).

Board of Trustees:
Dick Keller

For the last several months, the topic of security has been the most talked about in the Trustees meetings and in
Voters. We have taken our first step in security by installing security cameras on and in our church building. We have a 360°
view of the outside of our building and cameras inside at both entrances to the building. If you would like to see it in action.
Let one of the trustees know.
Since this is the beginning of a new year, I want to thank all the people who have done work at
church in 2019. Pat Griffin who takes care of our trees, Berdie Blersch and Claire Kessler (Green Team) for
all the landscaping work, Scott Somers who helps me with a lot of inside work, Wayne Koelling for making
sure our sewer system is working, Enis Reed for various jobs he has done, Bill Spetz and Keary Henkener
for their help on many projects and Scott Stout for his work around the building that is way to long to list.
There are others to many to mention.
Thank you all for helping take care of this facility that God has given us to use. Without your help,
think about how much these things would cost our congregation. When you see these folks please thank
them for all they do.
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Peace Lutheran Church
1451 Ebenezer Road
Cincinnati, OH 45233

Larry J. Rodencal, Pastor
Church Phone: (513)-941-5177
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