From the Pastor:
THE BENEDICTION
How many of you sit through the credits at the end of a
movie? When I speak the Benediction, “The Lord bless
you and keep you: the Lord make his face to shine upon
you and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his
countenance upon you and give you peace.” (Numbers
6:24-26), do you start positioning yourself for a quick exit
as you mentally make note of the things you need to
gather before you leave this place?
It’s important to understand that the Benediction is not
something the church made up. These words were given
by God to speak before the Israelites at the end of
worship, just like we do. In other words, God wanted this
to be his last word to his people.
With that in mind, wouldn’t you expect God to send us on
our way as a teacher might? “OK class that was the bell.
But before you get up and leave, write down your
homework assignment: read pages 3-204 and do the
worksheet!” Shouldn’t God’s last words to us also be
about the work he wants us to do? Nor does God sound
like a parent who barks out the door to his son who is
going out with friends: “Behave yourself!” God doesn’t
even sound like a coach who, in the pregame pep talk,
will remind his players of all the things he taught them
and say something like: “It’s up to you guys now. If you
hustle and play hard, we can win this game.” No. God
doesn’t say anything like that. He doesn’t burden us, but
blesses us as we go on our way.
The Benediction proclaims important promises from God:
a promise of protection, a promise of grace, and a
promise of peace. God gives us what we need, desire,
and long for - that is to see the face of our heavenly
Father shining on us in great joy and perfect love. That is
what will brighten your day and draw your attention away
from the problems and pain of this life and provide
peace. It is the face of your Father shining on you and
His bright blessing on your day.

From the President:
Garry Laaker

Welcome to the November issue of the
Peace Messenger.
There will be a special voters meeting on
Nov. 8 to review the proposed budget
and list of council candidates for next year.
The Trustees are also going to propose
taking money from our undesignated funds
for the recent certification of our recent
upgrade to the alarm system. The meeting
will follow the church service in the
sanctuary. Please plan to stay. The budget
committee’s proposal needs to be reviewed
by every member. It is important to see
how we spend our gifts. If you would like
to be an active member of the Church
Council, please see me. We do have term
limits, but it is difficult to enforce them if
we cannot get other members to
participate. The regular voters meeting will
be held on Dec. 13. We will vote to approve
a budget and the new council.
Please review the November and December
calendar. There are many events scheduled
for the next two months and unfortunately;
with the uptick in Covid-19 cases, these are
subject to change.
As always, please keep Peace and our
members in your prayers.
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Sunday Morning Schedule
Christian Education Hour
9:15 AM
Worship Service 10:30 AM

Month: November
Doug Guenther
Enos Reed
Sam Seibert
Tom Seibert
Bob Sheline
Bill Spetz
Head Elder: Tom Booher

I regret to say that due to low numbers of
children attending Sunday School at this
time, it has been decided that there will not
be a Children’s Program this Christmas Eve.
But to celebrate Christ’s birth, the children
will sing songs during the 10:30 worship
service on Sunday, December 20th.
We still want more children to come back. We do have the safety
guidelines in place.

We are asking the children to share their

favorite church Christmas carols. Please help us decide.
Hope to see you. We begin our opening in the sanctuary at 9:15.

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Tuesday
November 17th
9:AM - 11:AM
We will be working
on Christmas Cards

November 8th
Special Voters
To review the proposed
budget and list of
council candidates for
next year

NOVEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES
2

Keary & Deena
Henkener

23

Ken & Kathy
Selmeyer

28

Milt & Berdie
Blersch

Fellowship Committee:
Mary Senger

Sunday
November 29th
Immediately following
the service:
Hanging of the Greens

We will be decorating the
church for the approaching Christmas season.
Lunch will be provided. Please join us in
beautifying the church, and enjoying fun
fellowship!

4

Matt Dotterman

5

Lori Keller

10

Chuck Ausman

13

Maggie Guenther

15

Maggie Laaker

15

Zoey Laaker

17

Judy Brown

23

Gary Sprague

24

Holly Morris

24

Donna Zimmer

26

Dave Schaetzle

27

Wilma Seitz

29

Matt Morgenroth

30

Maddie Lade

30

Garrett Sprague

Green Team:
Berdie Blersch

The Green Team was able to complete a few projects this fall. During the weeks of nice
weather we graded, seeded, and watered the bird sanctuary and were blessed with very
good results! We moved stella d’oro lilies from the front where they outgrew their space
and transplanted them to the bed along the barn where the fall rains have helped them to
establish. It is now time to park the spades, read our gardening magazines, and plan for
next growing season. Hope you’ll join us!

COMMUNITY RELATIONS:
Miriam Sheline

Donate a Bucket for HARP
Thank you to all who have donated funds for the project. We have raised $2500 which will
allow us to assist with 100 buckets! This is 1/3 of the total the Federation desired to donate city wide!
The city wide youth groups will be assembling the buckets at Messiah on November 21. We will be looking for
volunteers to deliver all 320 buckets and our materials to Messiah the week of November 15. A sign up sheet will be
posted. If you can help with the delivery, please sign up.
Thank you for those who attended our mission evening discussing “Unplanned” and donations for Lutherans for Life. In
addition to funds from the Church, an additional $350 was raised, totaling $1050.
Finally, we hosted our missionary Rev. St. Onge Saturday, October 24 for an evening of spaghetti, fellowship and
learning of the numerous missions Ref. St. Onge manages both in Quebec and in the Caribbean. A free will offering of
$945 was collected for these missions. Thank you to all who attended and participated.
May the Lord continue to bless the efforts of each member of Peace Lutheran Church in our service to Him.

Elders:

Chuck Ausman

In the current political, racial, and social media environments we find
ourselves, strong opinions are often expressed. Certainly, diverse
viewpoints test civility, as evident by the outbreak of protests
throughout cities in the nation. Challenges occur even at our dinner
tables.
As Lutherans, we have a strong venerable history of activism. Such
times are opportunities where we can spread the Gospel. Let’s pray
that when all our words are said we move closer to Christ and his love
for each of us.

Colossians 3:12-15 makes this point clearly. “Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and
beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one
another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven
you, so you also must forgive. And above all these put-on love, which binds everything together in
perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in
one body. And be thankful.”

This month we are profiling everyone’s
favorite fun and fellowship ambassador,
Mary Senger.

Name: Mary Senger
Age: 51
Hometown: Cincinnati
Current Neighborhood: Covedale
Work: Fourth grade teacher at Oyler School in Lower Price Hill. Been with
Cincinnati Public Schools for 20 years.
Family members: My beautiful mom Barbara Fuhr (87), Sisters: Margie
(61) and Carol (62), Brother: Paul (58)
Fur Babies: My doggies Max (5, almost 6!) and Ruby (7) and kitty Callie (?)
Favorite Food: Sushi
Favorite Music: All of it
Favorite Sports Team: The Philadelphia Eagles
Fun Facts About You: I drove to Eagles training camp BY MYSELF to watch my Birds train. I also went
to a GAME by myself in Philly.
Another fun fact: My Maximus is a very big Great Dane. Some say he's the biggest they have ever
seen!
Favorite Thing About Peace: We are a family

Stewardship:
Pat Laaker

Our Father in heaven has claimed us as His own. By the shedding of His Son’s
blood, His death for our sins, and His resurrection for our justification, God the
Father has received us back into His family. By water – combined with His Word,
promise, and Name – the Holy Spirit has taken up residence in us. We belong to
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. He is in us, and we are in Him. And, being in Him, all
things are ours. In Him, we are richly and abundantly blessed.
Our true treasure is that we belong to the most Holy Trinity, and everything that is His – righteousness,
peace, eternal life – also belongs also to us. Even our temporal treasures are gifts from His fatherly divine
goodness and mercy.
We receive our treasures from Him, and thus, as good stewards of His varied grace, we manage them in
such a way that they may be returned to Him. We bring them to Him, hallowed through prayers of
thanksgiving and God’s holy Word, as a sacrifice.
Thus, all our possessions, as gifts from God, are also sacrifices to Him. We eat to nourish our bodies. We
share with our family, neighbors, fellow Christians, the poor, and even our enemies as holy things given by
the holy God. His temporal gifts are blessings to and for us, and they bring blessings upon us even as they
are pressed into His service for His kingdom.
Thus, we place all that we have into God’s hands, and He never fails to remember us. He pours out the
fullness of His promises upon us. We give thanks for all that He has done, is doing, and will continue to do.
We give thanks by not taking for ourselves, but, giving to all even as our heavenly Father has given to us.
As we prepare for the celebrations of Thanksgiving, may we all give thanks continually for all that we are and
all that we have because of God’s providential care. And may we be all the more diligent in bringing
everything that we have received from God to Him, so that He may bless it and employ it for the good of all
– even for us. For to the one who has, more will be given, and he will have an abundance.

Association of Lutheran Church Musicians

You are warmly invited to submit a recording to be included in the
Association of Lutheran Church Musicians Virtual Christmas Carol,
Angels We Have Heard on High, arranged by Anne Krentz Organ. The
carol will be made available December 1 for all churches to freely use
in Christmas services and programs with all copyright restrictions
waived. It will be similar to the Pentecost virtual hymn many of you
participated in last May.
Please visit ALCM Virtual Christmas Carol and follow the instructions
to submit your vocal and/or instrumental video between now and
Sunday, November 8.
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