The Sermon on the Mount (Part 18) + Weekly Devotion + 12.18.2024

Read Matthew 7:15-20
“Thus you will recognize them by their fruits.” (Matthew 7:20)

This passage begins, “Beware of false prophets!” (Matthew 7:15) These are preachers and teachers in the Church who appear to be preaching and teaching biblical doctrine. But sadly, they’re deceived and deceiving others. Christ warns us about these “false prophets” because they’ll ultimately lead us through the gate and down the path that “leads to destruction” (Matthew 7:13).

There’s a difference between someone who intentionally preaches and teaches falsely and someone who does it unintentionally. The context here suggests the former; Christ describes them as dressed “in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous wolves” (Matthew 7:15). These false teachers seem to be leading people astray intentionally, twisting the truth in order to manipulate and eventually ‘devour’ those who hear them. 

We can be charitable toward those who unintentionally speak falsely about Christ and biblical doctrine. Sadly, I’ve listened to plenty of such preachers and teachers in other Christian denominations. They’re very sincere and genuine about Jesus and Christianity, but they don’t realize the false teachings that they’re perpetuating. Our responsibility is to pray for them and gently correct them if given the opportunity. 

But not so with those who do preach and teach false doctrine intentionally; their end is to be “cut down and thrown into the fire” (Matthew 7:19). If they refuse to listen to correction now, then they’ll have to face the wrath of Christ when He comes on the Last Day.

How do we know if someone is preaching and teaching falsely about Christ and the Bible? Jesus says that we’ll recognize them by their “fruits” (Matthew 7:16, 20). Sometimes, the biblical imagery of “fruit” refers to a person’s works. Here, it’s used in a slightly different sense. A prophet’s “fruit” is his words. In other words, the “fruit” is their teaching.

For us to know whether a person’s preaching and teaching is right or wrong, we must know what the Scriptures teach. God’s Word is truth. The Scriptures are inspired (literally “God-breathed”), inerrant (there are no errors), and infallible (incapable of containing errors). If a person’s teaching contradicts the Scriptures at any point, then they’re a “false prophet” (i.e., a “diseased tree” bearing “bad fruit”). 

It’s so important for us to know what the Scriptures teach, perhaps more now than ever! In order to do that, we need to become students of the Bible. We need to read, mark, and inwardly digest God’s Word, especially Christ who is the “Word [of God] made flesh” (John 1:14). He’s the “Way, the Truth, and the Life” (John 14:6). By His death and resurrection, He has reconciled us to God, “making peace by the blood of His cross” (Colossians 1:20).

Prayer: Preserve us, O Lord, from all false prophets who would take away our trust for salvation in You alone. Amen.
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