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“Blessed is the one who is not offended by me”

PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
1451 Ebenezer Rd + Cincinnati, OH 45233 + 513-941-5177
www.peacechurchlink.com

About This Service 
For many centuries the Church has celebrated the season of Advent as the beginning of a new church year and as a time of preparation for Christmas. Advent means “coming” and gives us opportunity to meditate on the Incarnation (the coming of God in human flesh for our salvation) and the Parousia (His coming again, in glory, to judge the world). 

Are My Children Welcome? 
In God’s eyes we’re all children. Yes, your little ones are more than welcome! If your child needs a little extra room to “make a joyful noise” you’re welcome to take them out of the sanctuary and into the narthex or the Fellowship Hall.

How Do I Become a Lutheran Christian? 
If you’re exploring the Lutheran Church, Pastor Shaw would be happy to offer guidance or answer your questions. Our website peacechurchlink.com is also a good resource. When you’re ready, there’s a formal process of reading, study, and prayer that culminates in being received into the Lutheran Church.
									
Can I Take Communion?
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as our Lord says, He gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who trust His Words, repent of all sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod, are asked to first speak with the pastor before communing.

Preservice Music

“Light One Candle"	Sunday School Children and Congregation
Light one candle for Hope,
	One bright candle for Hope!
He brings Hope to every heart,
	He comes, He comes!
Light one candle for Peace,
	One bright candle for Peace!
He brings Peace to every heart,
	He comes, He comes!
Light one candle for Joy,
	One bright candle for Joy!
Ev’ry nation will find salvation
	In Bethlehem’s baby boy.

The first, second, and third candles on the Advent wreath are lit.

345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding
Stand for Stanza 5
[image: Image]
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Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt.
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation
P	In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C	Amen.

Exhortation	LSB 203
P	Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C	who made heaven and earth.
 
P	If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C	But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
 
P	Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Confession of Sins	LSB 203
C	Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Absolution	LSB 203
P	Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C	Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit	Psalm 146:5–8; antiphon: Philippians 4:4
Rejoice in the Lord always;
	again I will say, Rejoice.
Blessèd is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
	whose hope is in the Lord his God,
who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them,
	who keeps faith forever;
who executes justice for the oppressed,
	who gives food to the hungry.
The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the blind.
	The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; the Lord loves the righteous.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
	and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
	is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Rejoice in the Lord always;
	again I will say, Rejoice.

Kyrie	LSB 204
[image: Image]

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P	The Lord be with you.
C	And also with you.
 
P	Let us pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C	Amen.
Sit

Old Testament Reading	Zephaniah 3:14–20
14Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion;
	shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
	O daughter of Jerusalem!
15The Lord has taken away the judgments against you;
	he has cleared away your enemies.
The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst;
	you shall never again fear evil.
16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
“Fear not, O Zion;
	let not your hands grow weak.
17The Lord your God is in your midst,
	a mighty one who will save;
he will rejoice over you with gladness;
	he will quiet you by his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing.
18I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival,
	so that you will no longer suffer reproach.
19Behold, at that time I will deal
	with all your oppressors.
And I will save the lame
	and gather the outcast,
and I will change their shame into praise
	and renown in all the earth.
20At that time I will bring you in,
	at the time when I gather you together;
for I will make you renowned and praised
	among all the peoples of the earth,
when I restore your fortunes
	before your eyes,” says the Lord.
 


A	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

Epistle	Philippians 4:4–7
	4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
 
A	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

Prepare the Way of the Lord (Rowan)	Choir

Stand

Holy Gospel	Luke 7:18–28
P	The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventh chapter.
C	Glory to You, O Lord.
 
	18The disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, 19calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 20And when the men had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?’” 21In that hour he healed many people of diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were blind he bestowed sight. 22And he answered them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached to them. 23And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”
	24When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 25What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing and live in luxury are in kings’ courts. 26What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 27This is he of whom it is written,
“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
	who will prepare your way before you.’
28I tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.”
 
P	This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C	Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed
C	I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Sit

737 Rejoice, My Heart, Be Glad and Sing	sts. 1–6
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5	He only will with patience chide,
    His rod falls gently down;
And all your sins He casts aside
    In ocean depths to drown.

6	His wisdom never plans in vain
    Nor falters nor mistakes.
All that His counsels may ordain
    A blessèd ending makes.

Text: tr. John Kelly, 1833–90, alt.; Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76
Tune: Harmonischer Lieder-Schatz, 1738, Frankfurt
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon: “A Picture of Biblical Masculinity”	Luke 7:18-28

Offering

Stand

Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament

Preface	LSB 208
P	The Lord be with you.
C	And also with you.
 
P	Lift up your hearts.
C	We lift them to the Lord.
 
P	Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C	It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
 
P	It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus	LSB 208
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
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Text: Stephen P. Starke

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P	Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.
 
In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John the Baptist, to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of heaven draws near.
 
With thankful hearts we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” confident that in His body and blood, given us to eat and drink, we receive the forgiveness of sins and so proclaim His death until He comes again in glory.
 
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord’s Prayer
C	Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.



The Words of Our Lord
P	Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
P	The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C	Amen.

Agnus Dei	LSB 210
[image: Image]
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Text: Stephen P. Starke
Sit

Distribution

335 O Bride of Christ, Rejoice
[image: Image]
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Text: Danish, c. 1600; tr. Victor O. Petersen, 1864–1929, alt.
Tune: Der Bussfertige Sünder, 1679, Nürnberg
Text and tune: Public domain



354 Arise, O Christian People
[image: Image]
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Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607–62; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt.
Tune: New Catechismus Gesangbüchlein, 1598, Hamburg, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain

763 When Peace, like a River
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
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Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828–88, alt.
Tune: Philip P. Bliss, 1838–76
Text and tune: Public domain



Stand

Nunc Dimittis	LSB 211
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Post-Communion Collect
A	Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C	Amen.

Benedicamus	LSB 212
A	Let us bless the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

Benediction
P	The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C	Amen.

[image: ]

338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
[image: Image]
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt.
Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven
Text and tune: Public domain







Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2024 Concordia Publishing House.
image4.png
\JG'S SN
s
Q||

works
sloth
tears
with
Liv -

of dark - ness,
dis - pel - ling,
of sor - row,
His mer - cy
Ing Spir - it

All you chil-dren of the day!”
Shines up - on the morn-ing skies.

One and all, to be for - giv'n;
And  with words of love draw near.
While e - ter - nal a - ges run!




image5.png
Lord, have mer - cy;

Christ, have mer-cy;

f) A

)" A — \ I — ! i — A i I
7 h — K I — R R ! | N N | !
f an WA ! ! | ! — !

\N3V - I 1 !

Lord, have mer - cy.




image6.png
| . . . | |
[ [ [ | [ - [ [ - &
7
I Re - joice, my heart, be glad and  sing, A
2 He 1S your trea - sure, He your  joy, Your
3 Why spend the day in blank de - spair, In

4 Did not His love and truth and pow’r Guard




image7.png
f) | .

e e —

Q) b b | (e » | I [ 1 I
cheer - ful trust main - tain; For God, the source of
life and light and Lord, Your coun - sel - or  when
rest - less thought the night? On your Cre - a - tor
ev Ty child - hood day? And did He not in




image8.png
e

0o M - i —— - e i —

ANV i | [ [/ | [ | [ | [ ]

) | 4 | | |
ev - 'ry - thing, Your por - tion shall re - main.
doubts an - noy, Your shield and great re - ward.
cast your  care; He makes your bur - dens  light.

threat-'ning  hour Turn dread - ed ills a - way?




image9.png
e @

a - dored;

ho-1ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth

ho - ly,

Ho - ly,




image10.png
[
P

JES SR

-
H

eav’n and earth with full ac-claim shout the

olo-ry of Your name.




image11.png
[ —

| I T —

[
| I ! | ! ! I —— — |
e e e e . | T T

Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;

[ —

>k>

\




image12.png
JES S

1IN

[ ] I I

}__1 | | |
o
Tru -ly  blest

is He who comes

in the name of the Lord!




image13.png
P

of
of

Lamb
Lamb

true
true

SUusS

Je -

God,

Christ,

God,

sus Christ,

Je -




image14.png
Q||

f) u |
G6F e o P * = |;o —
D - | | | | - 1
o | | ' ' | | |
You take the sin of the world a way;
You take the sin of the world a way;




image15.png
f) u
.

3}

God,
Christ,

of
sus

Lamb
Je

true
us,

Christ,
on

sus
Cy

Je -

O
Have mer




image16.png
f) #

| [

[ [
. -
Have mer

g

y 4%
N
NV
e

pray.
pray.

Ww¢E
wE

Lord,
Lord,

us,
9]

on
peace,

Cy
us

And grant




image17.png
) u . . .
G e e e
| | P E— —— i—— | | ———
Q) [ - - ' I I
1 O bride of Christ, re - joice; Ex - ul - tant raise thy voice
2 Let shouts of glad-ness rise  Tri - um - phant to the skies.
3 A hum-ble beast He rndes, Yet as a King pre - sides;
4 The weak and tim - id find How meek He 1s and kind;
5 Then go thy Lord to meet; Strew palm leaves at His feet;




image18.png
n“ l l l
)" A~ SV - T T P P

- —® — — — — S
3 w | | al - — i | | - —¢

To hail the day of glo-ry Fore-told in sa-cred sto - ry.

Now comes the King most glo-rious To reign o’er all vic -to-rious.

Though not ar - rayed in splen-dor, He makes the grave sur-ren - der.

To them He gives a trea-sure Of bliss be-yond all mea-sure.
Thy  gar-ments spread be-fore Him And hon - or and a-dore Him.




image19.png
D>

Refrain

I

@

?

M

/’4~/

I LI_‘_‘—LI_‘ﬁﬁ

Ho-san-na, praise, and glo-ry!

A

I
o o &

Our King, we bow be - fore Thee.




image20.png
Ol

] | | ) ] | [
e e |
~——
1 A - rnise, O Chris-tian peo - ple! Pre- pare your - selves to-
2 Pre - pare the way be - fore Him; Pre - pare for Him the
3 The hum -ble heart and low - ly God rais - es up on
4 Pre - pare my heart, Lord Je - sus; Turn not from me a-




image21.png
| | [ I I
I I I | I |
= [ _— z

>tb
A
~/

| |
EEE—— z
Q) ~——— l V\_/
day; Pre - pare to  greet the Sav - 1or, Who takes your
best. Cast out what would of - fend Him, This great, this
high; Be - neath His feet 1in ter - ror The haugh - ty

side, And help me to re - ceive You This bless - ed




image22.png
N [ I I [ |
=
S KRR |
SIns a - way. To us by grace a - lone The
heav’n-ly  guest. Make straight, make plain the way: The
soul shall lie. The  heart sin - cere and right, That
Ad - vent - tide. From stall and man - ger low Come




image23.png
A"

JE SN

I - . | | .

= == =
' I

truth  and light were giv -  en; The prom -ised Lord from

low - 1ly val - leys rais - 1ing, The heights of pride a -

heeds God’s 1n - vi-ta - tion And makes true prep - a -

now to dwell with-1n

me;

I'll

sing Your prais - es




image24.png
9 | I [ [ I I I
V AW I I I [ 77 I [ I I I
& — Z i 2 ——o 1 |

heav en To all the world 1s shown

bas ing, His  path all e - ven lay.

ra tion It 1s the Lord’s de - light.

olad ly And forth Your glo - ry show.




image25.png
o
il

Q]

|
d"
1 When peace, like a riv - er, at - tend - eth my way; When
2 Though Sa - tan should buf - fet, though tri - als should come, Let
3 He  lives— oh, the  Dbliss of this glo - 11 - ous thought; My
4 And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight, The




image26.png
[ ]

| (&
e | | I
= 1 I

n | |
p” 4 I I I I P
| I I I { I
Y] I I I I I

O

o | Tt ' | !
sor - rows, like sea bil-lows, roll; What-ev - er my lot, Thou hast
this blest as - sur-ance con-trol, That Christ hath re - gard - ed my
sin, not 1n part, but the whole, Is nailled to His cross, and I
clouds be rolled back as a scroll, The trum - pet shall sound and the




image27.png
| 10N

[

(&)

0
= —f
& |

[ [ [ [

—& — | i — o —

- = | — | a——
taught me to say, It 1s well, it 1s well with my soul.
help - less es-tate And hath shed His ownblood for my soul.
bear it no more. Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
Lord shall de-scend; E - ven so it 1s well with my soul.




image28.png
- | o [ &J
-

4%
W 4

o
L

A Refrain

WUr

| o W™ e |
-

It 1s well, it 1s well with my soul.

with my soul,

1s  well

It




image29.png
fH | .
L@L”LMJ_-I | i m—— p=
- ' - T S S—— | -
3 | e ! - |
10 Lord, now let Your ser vant De
2 All glo - ry to the Fa ther, All




image30.png
) |
‘,ID I I
NV I [ [ I

Q]
179
| 1N

Y, | |
part in heav’'n - ly peace, For I have seen the
glo - ry to the Son, All glo - ry to the




image31.png
(N D

gL b |

[ ¢

4
ry

it,

&

re deem - ing grace:
er Three

Your

Of

glo

One;

in

€v

For

Spir




image32.png
to
in

lead
the

the
be




image33.png
to Your ho - ly hill, The glo - ry of Your
now, shall ev - er be, God’>s tri - une name re




image34.png
2
|

I

[

4
ple,

sound - ing

2

(N D
ANV
Y

ra
ni

Is
ter

S€n
€

cho

Your
Through all

peo




image35.png




image36.png
1 Come, Thoulong-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, Born to set Thy peo-ple free;
2 Born Thy peo-ple to de-liv-er; Born a child and yet a king!




image37.png
v

I
7 | L [ [ . T | =
(O & @ @ | | | a4 ¥ & a 4 | [ [ |
UV y ] [ [
e | o
From our fears and sins re-lease us;
Born to reign in

ILet us find our rest

in Thee.
us for-ev - er, Now Thy gra - cious king-dom bring.




image38.png
D

Q?§
HEL)
HEL)

BEL
<

-

I
Is - rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, Hope of all the earth Thou art,
By Thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it Rule in all our hearts a - lone;




image39.png
) |
s D
NV

AY

Y

Dear de - sire of ev-’ry na-tion, Joy of ev-’ry long-ing heart.
By Thine all -suf-fi-cient mer-it Raise us to Thy glo-rious throne.




image1.jpeg
\\}J\ ;
S ,,,,),,‘\{

7





image2.png
I I I
: ===
Q) - I I ' I
I Hark! A thrill - ing voice 1S sound - ing! “Christ 1s
2 Star - tled at the sol - emn warn - ing, Let the
3 See, the Lamb, so long ex - pect ed, Comes with
4 So, when next He comes 1in glo ry And the
A5 Hon - or, glo - ry, might, do - min ion To the




image3.png
f)
P’

|
| 2 I I I

VYV I I [ | I. F I I= .I =I I=

Q) I I ' I I I
near,” We hear it say. “Cast a - way the
earth - bound soul a - Trise; Christ, 1its sun, all
par - don down from heav’n. Let us  haste, with
world 1s wrapped 1n fear, He will  shield us
Fa - ther and the Son With the ev - er -




