The Sermon on the Mount (Part 15) + Weekly Devotion + 11.20.2024

Read Matthew 7:1-6
“Judge not, that you be not judged.” (Matthew 7:1)

“Judge not” is a favorite saying that people use when they’re confronted with their sins. The logic goes like this: “You can’t judge me, only God can judge me!” 

But there’re times when we must talk with fellow Christians about their sins. For example, a congregation must confront the pastor who’s preaching and teaching false doctrine. A pastor might have to talk with a parishioner who’s openly cheating on their spouse. It’s a difficult task to talk to other people about their sins, especially within a family or a congregation. But sometimes, albeit uncomfortable, it has to be done.

Jesus gives us a basic principle that needs to be observed when doing this: first, we must examine ourselves. If we’re unwilling to recognize and repent of our own sins, we can’t offer any help to someone else. That’s what Jesus is getting at with the “speck” and the “log” (Matthew 7:3-5). He doesn’t say that we can’t take the proverbial “speck” out of our brother’s eye (“brother” here means brother in Christ, i.e., another Christian). Rather, He says that we need to get the proverbial “log” out of our own eye first before we’re able to help our brother get the “speck” out of his.

In verse 6, Jesus says, “Do not give dogs what is holy, and do not throw your pearls before pigs, lest they trample them underfoot and turn to attack you.” The meaning of these words might be a little unclear to us. The Lutheran Study Bible offers this interpretation: “what is holy” and “pearls” refer to Christ’s disciples. He warns that the “hypocritical condemnation of fellow believers (verses 1-5) is tantamount to throwing these precious persons out of the fellowship to the dogs and pigs… Disciples thrown out of the fellowship would obviously suffer spiritual harm, and the congregation would be attacked for its hypocrisy.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The Lutheran Study Bible, p.1592.] 


This interpretation seems reasonable enough, although I’m sure that more could be said about it. In any case, admonishing another Christian with his or her sins must be done in love and only after serious self-examination. This doesn’t mean that we need to be sinless before we can help someone, that’s clearly impossible this side of heaven. But we can’t help others if we haven’t considered our own faults and repented of our own sins. 

Taking the “speck” out of another person’s eye must be done in humility, knowing that Christ has forgiven both their sins and ours by shedding His blood for us on the cross. We’re all sinners. We all need Jesus and the forgiveness of sins He has accomplished for us. I pray that we remember this present reality, “for with the judgment [we] pronounce [we] will be judged, and with the measure [we] use it will be measured to [us].” (Matthew 7:2)

Prayer: Lord Jesus, help us see the log in our own eyes before we seek the speck from another’s eye. Amen.
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